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EDC COB <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Public Comment on 5/8/18 BOS Agenda Item 1806-01 Annual Behavioral Health

Commission Update
1 message

Valerie Akana <vakana@alumni.gsb.stanford.edu> Thu, May 3, 2018 at 8:55 PM
To: EDC COB <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Dear Jim and Staff:

Would you please be so kind as to attach the letters (see attachment below) from jail inmates to item 1806-01 (Behavioral
Health Commission Annual Update) on the upcoming Tuesday 5/8 BOS meeting?

The inmates want the Board and Behavioral Health Commission to know that appropriate and timely mental health
screening and treatment would help them recover and improve their lives post jail.

Thank you so much.
Sincerely,

Val Akana
Placerville, CA

Inmate Letters.pdf
3398K
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May 3, 2018

To: El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
El Dorado County Behavioral Health Commission

Subject: Public comment on 5/8/18 BOS Item 1806-01 Annual Behavioral Health Commission Update

I have been an El Dorado County resident for the past 45 years. Due to Mental Health issues in my
family 1 have personally experienced frustration and anguish trying to obtain health care and as a result |
have been researching the Mental Health resources here in Placerville and El Dorado County.

| am glad to see that there are a number of changes and improvements in Mental Health Care here in El
Dorado County and | urgently request that the Board of Supervisors do everything within their power to
continue and expand these services, including but not limited to:

1. Stepping Up

2. Community Hubs and ACES Collaborative

3. PERT (Psychiatric Emergence Response Team)
4. HOT (Homeless Outreach Team)

5. Homeless Coordinator/Continuum of Care

6. CIT (Crisis Intervention Training)

I would like to see more consistency of treatment of the Mentally Ill by various police, sheriff and EMT
teams as well as a better staffed and educated ER in our local hospital. Example: The PERT team is only
available for County Sheriff calls on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in certain daytime hours.

Approximately 1 in 25 adults in the U.S. experiences a serious mental illness in a given year that
substantially interferes with or limits one or more major life activities. It is a biological brain disorder,
causing a chemical imbalance. It is no one’s fault and cannot be wished away.

Please, let us here in El Dorado County be an example for all of the state and hopefully, the nation.

Sincerely,
L. Hall

Placerville, CA



