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Exhibit A

Criteria for the Consideration of a Reduction of Minimum Parcel Size Agricultural Buffer

Requirement of Policy 8.1.3.1

A. Pursuant to the 2004 General Plan Policy 8.1.3.1, the Development Services Director may approve
the creation of a parcel(s) no less than 5 acres, subject to the concurrence of the Agricultural
Commissioner, if the proposed parcel:

1.

Has an Approved Plan (AP) Land Use designation, provided that the proposed parcel
building envelop is situated in a manner that would reasonably minimize the potential
negative impact(s) on the adjacent agricultural land, or

[s created as open space to buffer agriculturally-zoned lands. Open space parcels created
for this purpose are not required to maintain the samelength to width ratio of other
(developable) parcels, but shall be a minimum width of 200 feet adjacent to the
agriculturally zoned land.

If the Development Services Director, with the concurrence of the Agricultural Commissioner,
cannot approve the creation of a parcel no less than 5 acres under A.1 or A.2 above, the County
Agricultural Commission may consider recommending to the approving authority the creation of a
parcel(s} less than 10 acres adjacent to agriculturally zoned lands when the Commission finds that
either criteria B or C of the following exists:

B. The project meets 1, 2 and 3 and either a or b of the following criteria:

1.

The parcel is assigned an urban or other nonagricultural use in the Land Use Map for the
2004 General Plan: and

The proposed parcel size is consistent with the General Plan Land Use designation; and

The proposed parcel size will not intensify conflict with an adjacent agricultural
operation; plus one of the following criteria:

a. The agriculturally zoned land contains less than 20% choice soils; or

b. There is currently no agricultural activity on the agriculturally zoned parcel(s)
adjacent to the subject parcel and that the conversion to a low or high intensive
farming operation is not likely to take place due to soil and/or topographic
characteristics of the adjacent agriculturally zoned parcel(s).

C. The project meets at least one of the following criteria:

1.

The parcel adjacent to the agriculturally zoned land is within an existing General Plan
Community Region or Rural Center and will not intensify conflict with an adjacent
agricultural operation; or

The agriculturally zoned parcel is zoned Exclusive Agriculture (AE) or Agricultural

Preserve (AP); and

a. The agricultural parcel is no longer under contract and the Agricultural
Commission determines that the surrounding parcels are
residential/nonagricultural in nature and are not suitable for an agricultural
operation; or



b. The parcel was assigned an urban or other nonagricultural use in the Land Use
Map for the 1996 General Plan{ LDR, MDR, HDR, MFR, C, TR, RD, I, AP or
PF); or

The agriculturally zoned parcel 1s less than 10 acres in size and is not being used for

agricultural operations; or

The Agricultural Commission determines that the surrounding parcels are

residential/nonagricultural in nature and are not snitable for an agricultural operation.

The 10 acre agricultural buffer on the subject parcel results from the approval of a new
Williamson Act or Farmland Security Zone contract when the parcel or parcels included
in the contract application are rezoned from residential to agricultural zoning.



