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Responses to Letter S-5 

S-5-1 

The Department notes that the TGPA does not include information required under Government 

Code Section 65302 as part of the General Plan Safety Element. The TGPA is a targeted amendment 

to the County’s General Plan. It is not intended to include all possible amendments, even those 

intended to bring the General Plan into compliance with the Government Code. The County will 

undertake future amendments to the General Plan to ensure that it is consistent with the 

requirements of the Government Code. However, these are not part of the project. 

S-5-2 

Please see the response to comment S-5-1. 

S-5-3 

The General Plan includes standards intended to minimize the risk of wildfire. They are found under 

Objective 6.2.3 and include the following policies: 

Policy 6.2.2.1 Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps shall be consulted in the review of all projects so that 
standards and mitigation measures appropriate to each hazard classification can be applied. Land 
use densities and intensities shall be determined by mitigation measures in areas designated as high 
or very high fire hazard. 

Policy 6.2.2.2 The County shall preclude development in areas of high and very high wildland fire 
hazard or in areas identified as “urban wildland interface communities within the vicinity of Federal 
lands that are a high risk for wildfire,” as listed in the Federal Register of August 17, 2001, unless 
such development can be adequately protected from wildland fire hazard, as demonstrated in a Fire 
Safe Plan prepared by a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) and approved by the local Fire 
Protection District and/or California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

Policy 6.2.3.1 As a requirement for approving new development, the County must find, based on 
information provided by the applicant and the responsible fire protection district that, concurrent 
with development, adequate emergency water flow, fire access, and fire fighting personnel and 
equipment will be available in accordance with applicable State and local fire district standards. 

Policy 6.2.3.2 As a requirement of new development, the applicant must demonstrate that adequate 
access exists, or can be provided to ensure that emergency vehicles can access the site and private 
vehicles can evacuate the area. 

Policy 6.2.3.4 All new development and public works projects shall be consistent with applicable 
State Wildland Fire Standards and other relevant State and federal fire requirements. 

Policy 6.2.4.1 Discretionary development within high and very high fire hazard areas shall be 
conditioned to designate fuel break zones that comply with fire safe requirements to benefit the new 
and, where possible, existing development. 

Policy 6.2.4.2 The County shall cooperate with the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection and local fire protection districts to identify opportunities for fuel breaks in zones of high 
and very high fire hazard either prior to or as a component of project review. 

Policy 6.2.5.1 The County shall cooperate with the U.S. Forest Service, California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, and local fire districts in fire prevention education programs. 
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General Plan Implementation Measure HS-B states that the County will “[w]ork with the local Fire 

Safe Councils, fire protection districts, U.S. Forest Service, and California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection to develop and implement a countywide Wildfire Safety Plan.” The County is 

drafting, publicly vetting, and adopting the General Plan’s implementation measures as time, 

staffing, and budget permit. The County has no authority to enact plans or regulations without first 

completing the public review process. However, it has not yet completed this implementation 

measure. 

S-5-4 

Please see the response to comment S-5-1. 

S-5-5 

The existing General Plan provides for substantial growth within the county over the next 20 years. 

By itself, the TGPA will not substantially increase the existing growth potential (please see Master 

Response 5: Future Development Levels under the TGPA/ZOU regarding the practical constraints 

that limit development potential). The ZOU includes zone changes that will bring zoning into 

consistency with the existing General Plan designations, as required by State law. This does not 

substantially increase the number of residents or future residents that are within or would be 

within high or very high fire hazard severity zones relative to projected growth under the existing 

General Plan. In other words, the level of risk based on future development is largely a function of 

the existing General Plan, not the TGPA/ZOU project. 

Please see the response to comment S-5-3 enumerating County policies that limit the potential 

exposure of future development to wildland fire hazard. In particular, Policies 6.2.2.1 and 6.2.2.2 

require the County to consider new projects’ risk and to preclude development that cannot 

demonstrate that the risk is lowered to an acceptable level. 

S-5-6 

Please see the response to comment S-5-5. 

S-5-7 

CalFire encourages the County to work with the Department and the Board of Forestry through the 

TGPA/ZOU and CEQA process. The County will cooperate with the Department and the Board in the 

future as it refines its General Plan policies and works on Implementation Measure HS-B. However, 

the changes requested by the commenter are outside the scope of the project being evaluated in the 

TGPA/ZOU EIR. 
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