Aid to Fire Service

El Dorado County
Fire Chief’s Association



History of Aid to Fire Service

Aug. 28, 2001

Sups. Nielsen & Nutting authored the current resolution,
with unanimous support of Board

Whereas, the Districts receive a disproportionately small
percentage of the property tax base and of the property
tax increment as a result of the property tax allocation
formula dictated under Proposition 13; and

Whereas, the Districts serve large, rural areas of the
County and providing the best possible fire protection
and emergency medical services for the areas is of the
highest priority to the County and the Districts; and

Whereas, providing additional funding for fire protection
and emergency medical services helps preserve life,
property, and the property tax base;




Changes Since 2001

Call Stats
2001 12,692
2008 18,250

43% increase in call volume
3 Catastrophic Fires (1991 to present)
Cleveland Fire
Kelsey Fire
Angora Fire
Development, Growth, Recreation
Unfunded Mandates, Increased Standards,
Decreased ability to recruit volunteers



Aid to Fire Expenditures Since 2001

Staffing/Increased Level of Service, decreased
response times to comply with General Plan
elements

ALS Engine Companies

Grant Matching

Participation in local and statewide Mutual/Auto
Aid Systems

Augmentation to E.D. County Emergency
Services J.P.A.

Increased ability to meet unfunded mandates



Simple Fire District Costs

One ALS Engine Company
Volunteer Back-Up

Two Station

Minimal Support Staff

Total Annual Cost  $1.5 Million



06-07 EDC Allocation Funding to

Fire Districts
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Need for Continuation

Expectations of County (General Plan)

Agencies unable to continue current service level
Impact on J.P.A.

Impact on Mutual/Auto Aid local and statewide
Discourages consolidations

Closest resource concept, boundary line drop
Parity of tax dollar creates standardized service
Meet increasing requirements of Insurance companies
and demands of businesses

Acceptable level of Fire Protection for economic
growth

Mandates and Agreements made by County that
Impact Fire Districts




Solutions

Fund Districts as per original resolution
Negotiate new resolution that is long
term/final

Utilization of Prop. 172 funds

Develop one stop County/Fire District Planner
Utilize stimulus funding or Casino revenue
_egislation to re-allocate Property Tax shares




Summary

Whereas, the Districts serve large, rural areas
of the County and providing the best possible
fire protection and emergency medical
services for the areas is of the highest
priority to the County and the Districts;
Solution must come from E.D. County
Questions




