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CHAPTER 5
FIRE SERVICE FEATURES

SECTION 501
GENERAL

501.1 Scope. Fire service features for buildings, structures and
premises shall comply with this chapter.

501.2 Permits. A permit shall be required as set forth in
Appendix Chapter 1, Sections 105.6 and 105.7.

501.3 Construction documents. Construction documents for
proposed fire apparatus access, location of fire lanes and con-
struction documents and hydraulic calculations for fire hydrant
systems shall be submitted to the fire department for review
and approval prior to construction.

501.4 Timing of installation. When fire apparatus access
roads or a water supply for fire protection is required to be
installed, such protection shall be installed and made service-
able prior to and during the time of construction except when
approved alternative methods of protection are provided. Tem-
porary street signs shall be installed at each street intersection
when construction of new roadways allows passage by vehi-
cles in accordance with Section 505.2.

SECTION 502
DEFINITIONS

502.1 Definitions. The following words and terms shall, for the
purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code,
have the meanings shown herein.

FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROAD. A road that provides
fire apparatus access from a fire station to a facility, building or
portion thereof. This is a general term inclusive of all other
terms such as fire lane, public street, private street, parking lot
lane and access roadway.

FIRE COMMAND CENTER. The principal attended or
unattended location where the status of the detection, alarm
communications and control systems is displayed, and from
which the system(s) can be manually controlled.

FIRE DEPARTMENT MASTER KEY. A limited issue key
of special or controlled design to be carried by fire department
officials in command which will open key boxes on specified
properties.

FIRE LANE. A road or other passageway developed to allow
the passage of fire apparatus. A fire lane is not necessarily
intended for vehicular traffic other than fire apparatus.

KEY BOX. A secure device with a lock operable only by a fire
department master key, and containing building entry keys and
other keys that may be required for access in an emergency.
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SECTION 503
FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS

503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be
provided and maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1
through 503.1.3.

503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus
access roads shall be provided for every facility, building or
portion of a building hereafter constructed or moved into or
within the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access road shall
comply with the requirements of this section and shall
extend to within 150 feet (45 720 mm) of all portions of the
facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story
of the building as measured by an approved route around the
exterior of the building or facility.

Exception: The fire code official is authorized to
increase the dimension of 150 feet (45 720 mm) where:

1. The building is equipped throughout with an ap-
proved automatic sprinkler system installed in ac-
cordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or
903.3.1.3.

2. Fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed be-
cause of location on property, topography, water-
ways, nonnegotiable grades or other similar
conditions, and an approved alternative means of
fire protection is provided.

3. There are not more than two Group R-3 or Group
U occupancies.

503.1.2 Additional access. The fire code official is autho-
rized to require more than one fire apparatus access road
based on the potential for impairment of a single road by
vehicle congestion, condition of terrain, climatic conditions
or other factors that could limit access.

503.1.3 High-piled storage. Fire department vehicle access
to buildings used for high-piled combustible storage shall
comply with the applicable provisions of Chapter 23.

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be
installed and arranged in accordance with Sections 503.2.1
through 503.2.7.

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have
an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm),
except for approved security gates in accordance with Sec-
tion 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less
than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the
authority to require an increase in the minimum access
widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue opera-
tions.

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be
designed and maintained to support the imposed loads of
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fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide
all-weather driving capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required turning radius of a
fire apparatus access road shall be determined by the fire
code official.

503.2.5 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in
excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) in length shall be provided
with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus.

503.2.6 Bridges and elevated surfaces. Where a bridge or
an elevated surface is part of a fire apparatus access road, the
bridge shall be constructed and maintained in accordance
with AASHTO HB-17. Bridges and elevated surfaces shail
be designed for a live load sufficient to carry the imposed
loads of fire apparatus. Vehicle load limits shall be posted at
both entrances to bridges when required by the fire code
official. Where elevated surfaces designed for emergency
vehicle use are adjacent to surfaces which are not designed
for such use, approved barriers, approved signs or both shall
be installed and maintained when required by the fire code
official.

503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road
shall be within the limits established by the fire code official
based on the fire department's apparatus.

503.3 Marking. Where required by the fire code official,
approved signs or other approved notices shall be provided for
fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads or prohibit the
obstruction thereof. Signs or notices shall be maintained in a
clean and legible condition at all times and be replaced or
repaired when necessary to provide adequate visibility.

503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads. Fire appa-
ratus access roads shall not be obstructed in any manner,
including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and
clearances established in Section 503.2.1 shall be maintained
at all times.

503.5 Required gates or barricades. The fire code official is
authorized to require the installation and maintenance of gates
or other approved barricades across fire apparatus access
roads, trails or other accessways, not including public streets,
alleys or highways.

503.5.1 Secured gates and barricades. When required,
gates and barricades shall be secured in an approved man-
ner. Roads, trails and other accessways that have been
closed and obstructed in the manner prescribed by Section
503.5 shall not be trespassed on or used unless authorized
by the owner and the fire code official.

Exception: The restriction on use shall not apply to pub-
lic officers acting within the scope of duty.

[B] 503.5.2 Fences and gates. School grounds may be
fenced and gates therein may be equipped with locks, pro-
vided that safe dispersal areas based on 3 square feet (0.28
m?) per occupant are located between the school and the
fence. Such required safe dispersal areas shall not be
located less than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from school buildings.

Every public and private school shall conform with Sec-
tion 32020 of the Education Code which states:
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The governing board of every public school district, and
the governing authority of every private school, which .-
maintains any building used for the instruction or housing
of school pupils on land entirely enclosed (except for build-
ing walls) by fences or walls, shall, through cooperation
with the local law enforcement and fire protection agencies
having jurisdiction of the area, make provision for the erec-
tion of gates in such fences or walls. The gates shall be of |
sufficient size to permit the entrance of the ambulances,
police equipment and fire-fighting apparatus used by the
law enforcement and fire protection agencies. There shall be
no less than one such access gate and there shall be as many
such gates as needed to ensure access to all major buildings
and ground areas. If such gates are to be equipped with
locks, the locking devices shall be designed to permit ready (:_
entrance by the use of the chain or bolt-cutting devices with
which the local law enforcement and fire protection agen-
cies may be equipped.

503.6 Security gates. The installation of security gates across a
fire apparatus access road shall be approved by the fire chief.
Where security gates are installed, they shall have an approved
means of emergency operation. The security gates and the
emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all
times.

SECTION 504
ACCESS TO BUILDING OPENINGS AND ROOFS

504.1 Required access. Exterior doors and openings required
by this code or the California Building Code shall be main-
tained readily accessible for emergency access by the fire
department. An approved access walkway leading from fire
apparatus access roads to exterior openings shall be provided
when required by the fire code official.

504.2 Maintenance of exterior doors and openings. Exterior
doors and their function shall not be eliminated without prior
approval. Exterior doors that have been rendered nonfunc-
tional and that retain a functional door exterior appearance
shall have a sign affixed to the exterior side of the door withthe -
words THIS DOOR BLOCKED. The sign shall consist of let- K_\
ters having a principal stroke of not less than 0.75 inch (19.1
mm) wide and at least 6 inches (152 mm) high on a contrasting
background. Required fire department access doors shall not
be obstructed or eliminated. Exit and exit access doors shall
comply with Chapter 10. Access doors for high-piled combus-
tible storage shall comply with Section 2306.6.1. {

504.3 Stairway access to roof. New buildings four or more
stories in height, except those with a roof slope greater than
four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3 percent slope),
shalil be provided with a stairway to the roof. Stairway access to
the roof shall be in accordance with Section 1009.12. Such .
stairway shall be marked at street and floor levels with a sign !
indicating that the stairway continues to the roof. Where roofs
are used for roof gardens or for other purposes, stairways shall

be provided as required for such occupancy classification.
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SECTION 505
PREMISES IDENTIFICATION

505.1 Address numbers. New and existing buildings shall
have approved address numbers, building numbers or
approved building identification placed in a position that is
plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the
property. These numbers shall contrast with their background.
Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters.
Numbers shall be a minimum of 4 inches (102 mm) high with a
minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch (12.7 mm).

505.2 Street or road signs. Streets and roads shall be identified
with approved signs. Temporary signs shall be installed at each
street intersection when construction of new roadways allows
passage by vehicles. Signs shall be of an approved size,
weather resistant and be maintained until replaced by perma-
nent signs.

SECTION 506
KEY BOXES

506.1 Where required. Where access to or within a structure
or an area is restricted because of secured openings or where
immediate access is necessary for life-saving or fire-fighting
purposes, the fire code official is authorized to require a key
box to be installed in an approved location. The key box shall
be of an approved type and shall contain keys to gain necessary
access as required by the fire code official.

506.1.1 Locks. An approved lock shall be installed on gates
or similar barriers when required by the fire code official.

506.2 Key box maintenance. The operator of the building
shall immediately notify the fire code official and provide the
new key when a lock is changed or rekeyed. The key to such
lock shall be secured in the key box.

SECTION 507
HAZARDS TO FIRE FIGHTERS

507.1 Trapdoors to be closed. Trapdoors and scuttle covers,
other than those that are within a dwelling unit or automatically
operated, shall be kept closed at all times except when in use.

507.2 Shaftway markings. Vertical shafts shall be identified
as required by this section.

507.2.1 Exterior access to shaftways. Outside openings
accessible to the fire department and which open directly on
a hoistway or shaftway communicating between two or
more floors in a building shall be plainly marked with the
word SHAFTWAY in red letters at least 6 inches (152 mm)
high on a white background. Such warning signs shall be
placed so as to be readily discernible from the outside of the
building.

507.2.2 Interior access to shaftways. Door or window
openings to a hoistway or shaftway from the interior of the
building shall be plainly marked with the word
SHAFTWAY in red letters at least 6 inches (152 mm) high
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on a white background. Such warning signs shall be placed
s0 as to be readily discernible.

Exception: Marking shall not be required on shaftway
openings which are readily discernible as openings onto
a shaftway by the construction or arrangement.

507.3 Pitfalls. The intentional design or alteration of buildings
to disable, injure, maim or kill intruders is prohibited. No per-
son shall install and use firearms, sharp or pointed objects,
razor wire, explosives, flammable or combustible liquid con-
tainers, or dispensers containing highly toxic, toxic, irritant or
other hazardous materials in a manner which may passively or
actively disable, injure, maim or kill a fire fighter who forcibly
enters abuilding for the purpose of controlling or extinguishing
a fire, rescuing trapped occupants or rendering other emer-
gency assistance.

SECTION 508
FIRE PROTECTION WATER SUPPLIES

508.1 Required water supply. An approved water supply
capable of supplying the required fire flow for fire protection
shall be provided to premises upon which facilities, buildings
or portions of buildings are hereafter constructed or moved into
or within the jurisdiction.

508.2 Type of water supply. A water supply shall consist of
reservoirs, pressure tanks, elevated tanks, water mains or other
fixed systems capable of providing the required fire flow.

508.2.1 Private fire service mains. Private fire service
mains and appurtenances shall be installed in accordance
with NFPA 24.

508.2.2 Water tanks. Water tanks for private fire protection
shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 22.

508.3 Fire flow. Fire flow requirements for buildings or por-
tions of buildings and facilities shall be determined by an
approved method or Appendix B.

508.4 Water supply test. The fire code official shall be noti-
fied prior to the water supply test. Water supply tests shall be
witnessed by the fire code official or approved documentation
of the test shall be provided to the fire code official prior to final
approval of the water supply system.

508.5 Fire hydrant systems. Fire hydrant systems shall com-
ply with Sections 508.5.1 through 508.5.6 and Appendix C or
by an approved method,

508.5.1 Where required. Where a portion of the facility or
building hereafter constructed or moved into or within the
jurisdiction is more than 400 feet (122 m) from a hydrant on
a fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved
route around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site
fire hydrants and mains shall be provided where required by
the fire code official.

Exceptions:

1. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies, the dis-
tance requirement shall be 600 feet (183 m).
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2. For buildings equipped throughout with an ap-
proved automatic sprinkler system installed in ac-
cordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, the
distance requirement shall be 600 feet (183 m).

508.5.2 Inspection, testing and maintenance. Fire
hydrant systems shall be subject to periodic tests as required
by the fire code official. Fire hydrant systems shall be main-
tained in an operative condition at all times and shall be
repaired where defective. Additions, repairs, alterations and
servicing shall comply with approved standards.

508.5.3 Private fire service mains and water tanks. Pri-
vate fire service mains and water tanks shall be periodically
inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with Title 19
California Code of Regulations Chapter 5.

508.5.4 Obstruction. Posts, fences, vehicles, growth, trash,
storage and other materials or objects shall not be placed or
kept near fire hydrants, fire department inlet connections or
fire protection system control valves in a manner that would
prevent such equipment or fire hydrants from being imme-
diately discernible. The fire department shall not be deterred
or hindered from gaining immediate access to fire protec-
tion equipment or fire hydrants.

508.5.5 Clear space around hydrants, A 3-foot (914 mm)
clear space shall be maintained around the circumference of
fire hydrants except as otherwise required or approved.

508.5.6 Physical protection. Where fire hydrants are sub-
ject to impact by a motor vehicle, guard posts or other
approved means shall comply with Section 312.

SECTION 509
FIRE COMMAND CENTER

509.1 Features. Where required by other sections of this code
and in all buildings classified as high-rise buildings by the Cali-
Jornia Building Code, a fire command center for fire depart-
ment operations shall be provided. The location and
accessibility of the fire command center shall be approved by
the fire department. The fire command center shall be sepa-
rated from the remainder of the building by not less than a
1-hour fire barrier constructed in accordance with Section 706
of the California Building Code or horizontal assembly con-
structed in accordance with Section 711 of the California
Building Code, or both. The room shall be a minimum of 96
square feet (9 m?) with a minimum dimension of 8 feet (2438
mm). A layout of the fire command center and all features
required by this section to be contained therein shall be submit-
ted for approval prior to installation. The fire command center
shall comply with NFPA 72 and shall contain the following fea-
tures:

1. The emergency voice/alarm communication system
unit.

2. The fire department communications system.
3. Fire-detection and alarm system annunciator system.

4. Annunciator visually indicating the location of the ele-
vators and whether they are operational.

5. Status indicators and controls for air-handling systems.
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6. The fire-fighter's control panel required by Section ("
909.16 for smoke control systems installed in the build- -
ing.

7. Controls for unlocking stairway doors simultaneously.

8. Sprinkler valve and water-flow detector display panels.

9. Emergency and standby power status indicators.

10. A telephone for fire department use with controlled ac-
cess to the public telephone system.

11. Fire pump status indicators.

12. Schematic building plans indicating the typical floor
plan and detailing the building core, means of egress,
fire protection systems, fire-fighting equipment and (
fire department access.

13. Work table.

14. Generator supervision devices, manual start and trans-
fer features.

15. Public address system, where specifically required by
other sections of this code.

16. Fire command centers shall not be used for the housing
of any boiler, heating unit, generator, combustible stor-
age, or similar hazardous equipment or storage.

SECTION 510
FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS TO EQUIPMENT

510.1 Identification. Fire protection equipment shall be iden- (
tified in an approved manner. Rooms containing controls for
air-conditioning systems, sprinkler risers and valves, or other
fire detection, suppression or control elements shall be identi-
fied for the use of the fire department. Approved signs required
to identify fire protection equipment and equipment location,
shall be constructed of durable materials, permanently
installed and readily visible.
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CHAPTER 47
REQUIREMENTS FOR WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREAS

SECTION 4701
GENERAL

4701.1 Scope. The mitigation of conditions where a wildfire
burning in vegerative fuels may readily transmit fire to build-
ings and threaten to destroy life, overwhelm fire suppression
capabilities, or result in large property losses shall comply with
this chapter.

4701.2 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide mini-
mum standards to increase the ability of a building to resist the
intrusion of flame or burning embers being projected by a vege-
tation fire and contributes to a systematic reduction in confla-

gration losses through the use of performance and prescriptive
requirements.

SECTION 4702
DEFINITIONS

4702.1 General. For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms
are defined as follows:

CDF DIRECTOR means the Director of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

FIRE PROTECTION PLAN is a document prepared for a
specific project or development proposed for a Wildland-
Urban Interface Fire Area. It describes ways to minimize and
mitigate potential for loss from wildfire exposure.

The Fire Protection Plan shall be in accordance with this
chapter. When required by the enforcing agency for the pur-
poses of granting modifications, a fire protection plan shall be
submitted. Only locally adopted ordinances that have been
filed with the California Building Standards Commission in
accordance with Section 101.14 or the Department of Housing

and Community Development in accordance with Section
101.15 shall apply.

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES are geographical areas
designated pursuant to California Public Resources Codes
Sections 4201 through 4204 and classified as Very High, High,
or Moderate in State Responsibility Areas or as Local Agency
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones designated pursuant to
California Government Code Sections 51175 through 51189.

The California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 1280
entitles the maps of these geographical areas as “Maps of the
Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the State Responsibility Area of
California.”

LOCAL AGENCY VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVER-
ITY ZONE means an area designated by a local agency upon
the recommendation of the CDF Director pursuant to Govern-
ment Code Sections 51177(c), 51178 and 51189 that is not a
state responsibility area and where a local agency, city, county,
city and county, or district is responsible for fire protection.

STATE RESPONSIBILITY AREA means lands that are clas-
sified by the Board of Forestry pursuant to Public Resources
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Code Section 4125 where the financial responsibility of
preventing and suppressing forest fires is primarily the respon-
sibility of the state.

WILDFIRE is any uncontrolled fire spreading through vegeta-
tive fuels that threatens to destroy life, property, or resources as
defined in Public Resources Code Sections 4103 and 4104.

WILDFIRE EXPOSURE is one or a combination of radiant
heat, convective heat, direct flame contact and burning embers
being projected by vegetation fire to a structure and its immedi-
ate environment.

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREA is a geo-
graphical area identified by the state as a “Fire Hazard Sever-
ity Zone” in accordance with the Public Resources Code
Sections 4201 through 4204 and Government Code Sections
51175 through 51189, or other areas designated by the enforc-
ing agency to be at a significant risk from wildfires. See Article
86B for the applicable referenced sections of the Government
Code and the Public Resources Code.

SECTION 4703
PLANS [RESERVED]

SECTION 4704
FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES

4704.1 General. Lands in the state are classified by the CDF
Director in accordance with the severity of wildfire hazard
expected to prevail in those areas and the responsibility for fire
protection, so that measures may be identified which will
reduce the potential for losses to life, property, and resources
from wildfire.

4704.2 Classifications. The CDF Director classifies lands into
fire hazard severity zones in accordance with California Public
Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204 for State Respon-
sibility Areas and in accordance with Government Code Sec-
tions 51175 through 51189 for areas where a local agency is
responsible for fire protection.

SECTION 4705
WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREA

4705.1 General. Construction methods and requirements to
mitigate wildfire exposure shall be applied within geograph-
ical areas where a wildfire burning in vegetative fuels may
readily transmit fire to buildings and threaten to destroy life,
overwhelm fire suppression capabilities, or result in large
property losses.

4705.2 Construction methods and requirements within estab-
lished limits. Within the limits established by law, construction
methods intended to mitigate wildfire exposure shall comply
with the California Building Code Chapter 7A, and this chap-
ter.
09-0348.C.5
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4705.3 Establishment of limits. The establishment of limits for
the Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area's required construc-
tion methods shall be designated pursuant to the California
Public Resources Code for State Responsibility areas or by a
local agency following a finding supported by substantial evi-
dence in the record that the requirements of this section are
necessary for effective fire protection within the area.

SECTION 4706
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT [RESERVED]

SECTION 4707
DEFENSIBLE SPACE [RESERVED]

SECTION 4708
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION METHODS FOR
EXTERIOR WILDFIRE EXPOSURE

4708.1 Scope, purpose and application.

4708.1.1 Scope. This chapter applies to building materials,
systems and or assemblies used in the exterior design and
construction of new buildings located within a Wildland-
Urban Interface Fire Area as defined in this chapter.

4708.1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to estab-
lish minimum standards for the protection of life and prop-
erty by increasing the ability of a building located in any
Fire Hazard Severity Zone within State Responsibility Areas
or any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area to resist the
intrusion of flame or burning embers projected by a vegeta-
tion fire and contributes to a systematic reduction in confla-
gration losses.

4708.1.3 Application. New buildings located in any Fire
Hazard Severity Zone within State Responsibility Areas or
any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the
enforcing agency for which an application for a building
permit is submitted on or after December 1, 2005, shall
comply with the following Sections:

1. 4710.1 Roofing
2. 4710.2 Attic Ventilation

4708.2 Alternates for materials, design, tests, and methods of
construction. The enforcing agency is permitted to modify the
provisions of this chapter for site-specific conditions in accor-
dance with the California Building Code Appendix Chapter 1,
Section 104.10. When required by the enforcing agency for the
purposes of granting modifications, a fire protection plan shall
be submitted in accordance with the Chapter 47.
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SECTION 4709
STANDARDS OF QUALITY [RESERVED]

SECTION 4710
MATERIALS, SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF
CONSTRUCTION

4710.1 Roofing.

4710.1.1 General. Roofs shall comply with the require-
ments of this chapter and the California Building Code,
Chapter 15. Roofs shall have a roofing assembly installed in
accordance with its listing and the manufacturer's installa-
tion instructions.

4710.1.2 Roof coverings. Where the roof profile allows a
space between the roof covering and roof decking, the
spaces shall be constructed to prevent the intrusion of
flames and embers, be firestopped with approved materials
or have one layer of No. 72 ASTM cap sheet installed over
the combustible decking.

4710.1.3 Roof valleys. When provided, valley flashings
shall be not less 0.019-inch ( 0.48 mm) (No. 26 galvanized
sheet gage) corrosion-resistant metal installed over a mini-
mum 36-inch-wide (914 mm) underlayment consisting of
one layer of No. 72 ASTM cap sheet running the full length
of the valley.

4710.1.4 Roof gutters. Roof gutters shall be provided with
the means to prevent the accumulation of leaves and debris j
in the gutter.

4710.2 Attic ventilation.

4710.2.1 General. When required by the California Build-
ing Code, Chapter 15, roof and attic vents shall resist the
intrusion of flame and embers into the attic area of the struc-
ture, or shall be protected by corrosion-resistant, noncom-
bustible wire mesh with Y-inch (6 mm) openings or its
equivalent.

4710.2.2 Eave or cornice vents. Vents shall not be installed
in eaves and cornices.

Exception: Eave and cornice vents may be used pro-
vided they resist the intrusion of flame and burnmg
embers into the attic area of the structure.

SECTION 4711
EXTERIOR WALLS [RESERVED]

SECTION 4712
DECKING, FLOORS AND UNDERFLOOR
PROTECTION [RESERVED]

SECTION 4713
ANCILLARY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES
[RESERVED]
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APPENDIX B
FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS

SECTION B101
GENERAL

B101.1 Scope. The procedure for determining fire-flow
requirements for buildings or portions of buildings hereafter
constructed shall be in accordance with this appendix. This
appendix does not apply to structures other than buildings.

SECTION B102
DEFINITIONS

B102.1 Definitions. For the purpose of this appendix, certain
terms are defined as follows:

FIRE-FLOW. The flow rate of a water supply, measured at 20
pounds per square inch (psi) (138 kPa) residual pressure, that is
available for fire fighting.

FIRE-FLOW CALCULATION AREA. The floor area, in
square feet (m?), used to determine the required fire flow.

SECTION B103
MODIFICATIONS

B103.1 Decreases. The fire chief is authorized to reduce the
fire-flow requirements for isolated buildings or a group of
buildings in rural areas or small communities where the devel-
opment of full fire-flow requirements is impractical.

B103.2 Increases. The fire chief is authorized to increase the
fire-flow requirements where conditions indicate an unusual
susceptibility to group fires or conflagrations. An increase
shall not be more than twice that required for the building under
consideration. ‘

B103.3 Areas without water supply systems. For informa-
tion regarding water supplies for fire-fighting purposes in rural
and suburban areas in which adequate and reliable water sup-
ply systems do not exist, the fire code official is authorized to
utilize NFPA 1142 or the International Wildland-Urban Inter-
Jace Code.

SECTION B104
FIRE-FLOW CALCULATION AREA

B104.1 General. The fire-flow calculation area shall be the
total floor area of all floor levels within the exterior walls, and
under the horizontal projections of the roof of a building,
except as modified in Section B104.3.

B104.2 Area separation. Portions of buildings which are sep-
arated by fire walls without openings, constructed in accor-
dance with the California Building Code, are allowed to be
considered as separate fire-flow calculation areas.
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B104.3 Type IA and Type IB construction. The fire-flow cal-
culation area of buildings constructed of Type IA and Type IB
construction shall be the area of the three largest successive
floors.

Exception: Fire-flow calculation area for open parking
garages shall be determined by the area of the largest floor.

SECTION B105
FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS

B105.1 One- and two-family dwellings. The minimum
fire-flow requirements for one- and two-family dwellings hav-
ing a fire-flow calculation area which does not exceed 3,600
square feet (344.5 m?) shall be 1,000 gallons per minute
(3785.4 L/min). Fire-flow and flow duration for dwellings hav-
ing a fire-flow calculation area in excess of 3,600 square feet
(344.5 m?) shall not be less than that specified in Table B105.1.

Exception: A reduction in required fire flow of 50 percent,
as approved, is allowed when the building is provided with
an approved automatic sprinkler system.

B105.2 Buildings other than one- and two-family dwellings.
The minimum fire-flow and flow duration for buildings other
than one- and two-family dwellings shall be as specified in
Table B105.1.

Exception: A reduction in required fire-flow of up to 75
percent, as approved, is allowed when the building is pro-
vided with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed
in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. The
resulting fire-flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per
minute (5678 L/min) for the prescribed duration as speci-
fied in Table B105.1.

SECTION B106
REFERENCED STANDARDS
CBC-07 California Building Code B104.2,
Table B105.1
ICC IWUIC-06 International Wildland- B103.3
Urban Interface Code
NFPA  1142-01 Standard on Water B103.3
Supplies for Suburban
and Rural Fire Fighting
09-0348.C.7
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TABLE B105.1
MINIMUM REQUIRED FIRE-FLOW AND FLOW DURATION FOR BUILDINGS*
FIRE-FLOW CALCULATION AREA (square feet) FIRE-FLOW
Type |A and IB® Type lIA and IHA® | TypeiVand V-A® | Type IIB and HIB® Type V-B® (gallons per minte)* megx TioN
0-22,700 0-12,700 0-8,200 0-5,900 0-3,600 1,500
22,701-30,200 12,701-17,000 8,201-10,900 5,901-7,900 3,601-4,800 1,750
30,201-38,700 17,001-21,800 10,901-12,900 7,901-9,800 4,801-6,200 2,000 5
38,701-48,300 21,801-24,200 12,901-17,400 9,801-12,600 6,201-7,700 2,250
48,301-59,000 24,201-33,200 17,401-21,300 12,601-15,400 7,701-9,400 2,500
59,001-70,900 33,201-39,700 21,301-25,500 15,401-18,400 9,401-11,300 2,750
70,901-83,700 39,701-47,100 25,501-30,100 18,401-21,800 11,301-13,400 3,000
83,701-97,700 47,101-54,900 30,101-35,200 21,801-25,900 13,401-15,600 3,250
97,701-112,700 54,901-63,400 35,201-40,600 25,901-29,300 15,601-18,000 3,500 3
112,701-128,700 | 63,401-72,400 40,601-46,400 29,301-33,500 18,001-20,600 3,750
128,701-145,900 | 72,401-82,100 46,401-52,500 33,501-37,900 20,601-23,300 4,000
145,901-164,200 82,101-92,400 52,501-59,100 37,901-42,700 23,301-26,300 4,250
164,201-183,400 | 92,401-103,100 59,101-66,000 42,701-47,700 26,301-29,300 4,500
183,401-203,700 | 103,101-114,600 | 66,001-73,300 47,701-53,000 29,301-32,600 4,750
203,701-225,200 | 114,601-126,700 | 73,301-81,100 53,001-58,600 32,601-36,000 5,000
225,201-247,700 | 126,701-139,400 81,101-89,200 58,601-65,400 36,001-39,600 5,250
247,701-271,200 | 139,401-152,600 89,201-97,700 65,401-70,600 39,601-43,400 5,500
271,201-295,900 | 152,601-166,500 | 97,701-106,500 70,601-77,000 43,401-47,400 5,750
295,901-Greater | 166,501-Greater | 106,501-115,800 | 77,001-83,700 47,401-51,500 6,000 4
— — 115,801-125,500 83,701-90,600 51,501-55,700 6,250
—_ — 125,501-135,500 | 90,601-97,900 55,701-60,200 6,500
— — 135,501-145,800 | 97,901-106,800 60,201-64,800 6,750
— — 145,801-156,700 | 106,801-113,200 | 64,801-69,600 7,000
-— — 156,701-167,900 | 113,201-121,300 69,601-74,600 7,250
— — 167,901-179,400 | 121,301-129,600 | 74,601-79,800 7,500
— — 179,401-191,400 | 129,601-138,300 | 79,801-85,100 7,750
— — 191,401-Greater | 138,301-Greater 85,101-Greater 8,000
For SI: 1 square foot = 0.0929 m?, 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/m, 1 pound per square inch = 6.895kPa.
a. The minimum required fire flow shall be allowed to be reduced by 25 percent for Group R.
b. Types of construction are based on the California Building Code.
¢. Measured at 20 psi.
09-0348.C.8
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APPENDIX D
FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS

The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance.

SECTION D101
GENERAL

D101.1 Scope. Fire apparatus access roads shall be in accor-
dance with this appendix and all other applicable requirements
of the International Fire Code.

SECTION D102
REQUIRED ACCESS

D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions
of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire
department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus
access road with an asphalt, concrete or other approved driving
surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire appara-
tus weighing at least 75,000 pounds (34 050 kg).

SECTION D103
MINIMUM SPECIFICATIONS

D103.1 Access road width with a hydrant. Where a fire
hydrant is located on a fire apparatus access road, the minimum
road width shall be 26 feet (7925 mm). See Figure D103.1.

D103.2 Grade. Fire apparatus access roads shall not exceed 10
percent in grade.

Exception: Grades steeper than 10 percent as approved by
the fire chief.

50' “Y*

D103.3 Turning radius. The minimum turning radius shall be
determined by the fire code official.

D103.4 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in
excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) shall be provided with width
and turnaround provisions in accordance with Table D103.4.

TABLE D103.4
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEAD-END FIRE
APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS
LENGTH WIDTH
{feet) (feet) TURNAROUNDS REQUIRED
0-150 20 None required
120-foot Hammerhead, 60-foot “Y” or
151-500 20 96-foot-diameter cul-de-sac in accordance
with Figure D103.1
120-foot Hammerhead, 60-foot “Y” or
501-750 26 96-foot-diameter cul-de-sac in accordance
with Figure D103.1
Over 750 Special approval required

For SI. 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

D103.5 Fire apparatus access road gates. Gates securing the
fire apparatus access roads shall comply with all of the follow-
ing criteria:

1. The minimum gate width shall be 20 feet (6096 mm).

20'1

4){ le— 26

20'—]_

[ 20'

MINIMUM CLEARANCE
AROUND AFIRE
HYDRANT

28'R
TYP!
A
70'—
20—
— te— 20
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE

TO 120' HAMMERHEAD

FIGURE D103.1
DEAD-END FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROAD TURNAROUND

96’
28'R
TYP.!
26'
96' DIAMETER
CUL-DE-SAC
60" ‘)I ~>1e I«— 60'
20—
28'R
TYP!
26’
120' HAMMERHEAD
For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.
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2. Gates shall be of the swinging or sliding type.

3. Construction of gates shall be of materials that allow
manual operation by one person.

4. Gate components shall be maintained in an operative
condition at all times and replaced or repaired when
defective.

5. Electric gates shall be equipped with a means of opening
the gate by fire department personnel for emergency
access. Emergency opening devices shall be approved
by the fire code official.

6. Manual opening gates shall not be locked with a padlock
or chain and padlock unless they are capable of being
opened by means of forcible entry tools or when a key
box containing the key(s) to the lock is installed at the
gate location.

7. Locking device specifications shall be submitted for
approval by the fire code official.

D103.6 Signs. Where required by the fire code official, fire
apparatus access roads shall be marked with permanent NO
PARKING—FIRE LANE signs complying with Figure
D103.6. Signs shall have a minimum dimension of 12 inches
(305 mm) wide by 18 inches (457 mm) high and have red let-
ters on a white reflective background. Signs shall be posted on
one or both sides of the fire apparatus road as required by Sec-
tion D103.6.1 or D103.6.2.

SIGN TYPE "A" SIGN TYPE "C" SIGN TYPE "'D"
e %
NO NO NO

PARKING PARKING PARKING
18"

FIRE LANE FIRE LANE FIRE LANE

— -

.

R P

FIGURE D103.6
FIRE LANE SIGNS

e

D103.6.1 Roads 20 to 26 feet in width. Fire apparatus
access roads 20 to 26 feet wide (6096 to 7925 mm) shall be
posted on both sides as a fire lane.

D103.6.2 Roads more than 26 feet in width. Fire appara-
tus access roads more than 26 feet wide (7925 mm) to 32
feet wide (9754 mm) shall be posted on one side of the road
as a fire lane.

SECTION D104
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS

D104.1 Buildings exceeding three stories or 30 feet in
height. Buildings or facilities exceeding 30 feet (9144 mm) or
three stories in height shall have at least three means of fire
apparatus access for each structure.

526

D104.2 Buildings exceeding 62,000 square feet in area.
Buildings or facilities having a gross building area of more than
62,000 square feet (5760 m?) shall be provided with two sepa-
rate and approved fire apparatus access roads.

Exception: Projects having a gross building area of up to
124,000 square feet (11 520 m?) that have a single approved

fire apparatus access road when all buildings are equipped

throughout with approved automatic sprinkler systems.

D104.3 Remoteness. Where two access roads are required,
they shall be placed a distance apart equal to not less than one
half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension

of the property or area to be served, measured in a straight line

between accesses.

SECTION D105
AERIAL FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS

D105.1 Where required. Buildings or portions of buildings or
facilities exceeding 30 feet (9144 mm) in height above the low-
est level of fire department vehicle access shall be provided
with approved fire apparatus access roads capable of accom-
modating fire department aerial apparatus. Overhead utility
and power lines shall not be located within the aerial fire appa-
ratus access roadway.

D105.2 Width. Fire apparatus access roads shall have a mini-
mum unobstructed width of 26 feet (7925 mm) in the immedi-
ate vicinity of any building or portion of building more than 30
feet (9144 mm) in height.

D105.3 Proximity to building. At least one of the required
access routes meeting this condition shall be located within a
minimum of 15 feet (4572 mm) and a maximum of 30 feet
(9144 mm) from the building, and shall be positioned parallel
to one entire side of the building.

SECTION D106
MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS

D106.1 Projects having more than 100 dwelling units. Mul-
tiple-family residential projects having more than 100 dwell-
ing units shall be equipped throughout with two separate and
approved fire apparatus access roads.

Exception: Projects having up to 200 dwelling units may
have a single approved fire apparatus access road when all
buildings, including nonresidential occupancies, are
equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler
systems installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or
903.3.1.2.

.

D106.2 Projects having more than 200 dwelling units. Mul- /

tiple-family residential projects having more than 200 dwell- L

ing units shall be provided with two separate and approved fire
apparatus access roads regardless of whether they are equipped
with an approved automatic sprinkler system.

09-0348.C.10
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( SECTION D107
-\ ONE- OR TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS

D107.1 One- or two-family dwelling residential develop-

ments. Developments of one- or two-family dwellings where

_ the number of dwelling units exceeds 30 shall be provided with

( separate and approved fire apparatus access roads and shall
meet the requirements of Section D104.3.

Exceptions:

1. Where there are more than 30 dwelling units on a sin-

gle public or private fire apparatus access road and all

. dwelling units are equipped throughout with an

(' approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance

- with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3, access
from two directions shall not be required.

2. The number of dwelling units on a single fire appara-
tus access road shall not be increased unless fire appa-
ratus access roads will connect with future
development, as determined by the fire code official.

09-0348.C.11
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