o g_ralsmg {and mam_tammg} the

CALIFORNIA BROWN ACY
PREDNELE :

“The people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servemts

the right to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not

good for them to kiow. IThe people do act y:!.eld the}.r sovere:.gntl to.the
bodies that serve them. = gle :;nsist 'on z:ema:z_lmg mfomed to retam )
éaii%’io}. over the legx.slatnre bodies they have créated.” T :

GICIC LI RLE S R N T o e S S R e e / \‘_

CHAPTER V.

5

RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC )

§54954.3 Public’s right to testlfy at meetings. (c} The 3.eglslat1ve body
of & local agency shall not prohibit public criticism of the policies,
pz:oceduxes, programs, or services of the agency, or of the acts or -
omissions of the legislative body. Nothing in this subdivision shall
confer any privilege or protection for: expression beyond that otherwise
provléed by law. Care must be given to avoid wiolating the speech rights
of speakers by suppressing opinions relevant to the business of the body.

As such, members of the p‘abllc have broad ¢ canstltntlonal rights to comment
.on_any subj Sting to the business of the governmental . Any
Sitempt to restrict the content of such speech must be narrowly tailored
to effectuate a compelling state interest. Specifically, the courts Found
that policies that prohibited members of the public from criticizing
school district employees were unconstitutional. {IZeventhal v. Vista
tnified School Dist. {1997} 973 F. Supp. 951; Baca v. Moremoc Valley B
Unified School Dist. (1996) 936 F. Supp. 713.} i‘hese dec:xs:s.ons found-that
prohibiting critical comments was a _fomm of _viewy
-that such~a prolibition promoted discu: :

CaRr e

M T b S e T e e ki

paﬁiic dialog.

-

Where a member of the public raises an issue which has not yet come before
thé legislative body, the item may be briefly discussed but no action may
‘be taken at th,at meetlng.?/?he purpose oOf of the discussion is to fem:t.i: a

:-j‘freé?‘ﬂr
gronde direction to its staff, or schedule the matter for a
’future meeting. {§ 54954.2{a).)
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