
Planning Commission 
September 12, 2019 

Item 4, Legistar File 19-1277 

Proposed Weber Creek Canyon 
Important Biological Corridor 
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Background 
 October 24, 2017 – Board of Supervisors adopted 

comprehensive update of biological resources policies in 
General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element.   

 Policy 7.4.2.9 was one updated policy which includes new 
requirement for development within Weber Creek Canyon 
Important Biological Corridor (IBC). 

 Policy does not define/delineate the boundaries of this IBC. 

 July 18, 2017 – Board directed staff to return to the Board 
with separate item on Weber Creek Canyon IBC and to 
notify all property owners within proposed boundaries. 
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Policy 7.4.2.9 
…In order to evaluate project-specific compatibility with the -IBC 
overlay, applicants for discretionary projects (and applicants for 
ministerial projects within the Weber Creek Canyon IBC) shall be 
required to provide to the County a biological resources technical 
report... 

…The site-specific biological resources technical report will 
determine the presence of special-status species or habitat for such 
species…that may be affected by a proposed project as well as the 
presence of wildlife corridors particularly those used by large 
mammals such as mountain lion, bobcat, mule deer, American black 
bear, and coyote…. 

(Refer to Staff Memo Attachment B for complete text of Policy 7.4.2.9) 
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Biological Resources Technical Report 
Must be prepared by a qualified wildlife biologist and include: 

 Map vegetation communities on project site; 
 Evaluate habitat connectivity for large mammals (e.g., mountain lion, 

bobcat, mule deer, black bear, and coyote) across project site; 
 Evaluate potential for special-status plants and animals to occur; 
 Analyze direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of project on 

vegetation communities, plant and wildlife species, and wildlife 
movement; 

 Recommend avoidance and minimization measures, including  
pre-construction surveys; and 

 Recommend mitigation measures to ensure no net loss of wildlife 
movement function and value in the IBC. 
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Biological Resources Technical Report 
Cost to prepare the report will vary depending on: 

1. Size of parcel or parcels included in project - parcels in Weber 
Creek Canyon IBC range from 0.31 acre to nearly 27 acres. 

2. Potential for special-status plants and animals to occur on the 
parcel based on vegetation communities, wetlands, or other site 
characteristics.  

3. Size and complexity of proposed project. 
Cost can range from approx. $1,800 to $8,550 
 Lower cost - small parcel with minimal potential for special-status 

species occurrence and limited wildlife movement connectivity. 
 Higher cost -  complex project with extensive ground disturbance on 

20-plus-acre parcel with potential for foothill yellow frog occurrence 
and substantial wildlife movement. 
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Proposed Weber Creek Canyon IBC 
 92 parcels 

identified within 
the proposed 
boundaries 
(approx. 491 acres) 

 77 (or 84%) are 
currently 
developed 
 15 parcels are 

vacant or 
undeveloped 

 

The map is Exhibit A of “B - Staff Memo Attachment A-Resolution”  
in Legistar File 19-1277; the parcels are listed on Exhibit B 
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Public Notification of this Hearing 
 Letters dated August 14, 2019 

mailed to all 92 property 
owners 

 Mailing included public 
notice for Planning 
Commission public hearing 
on 9/12/19, map of the 
proposed Weber Creek 
Canyon IBC, and staff contact 
info for questions 

 12 property owners called or 
emailed with questions 
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Biological Resources Policy Update  
Project Webpage 

https://www.edcgov.us/Government/longrangeplanning/environmental/
Pages/biopolicyupdate.aspx 
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Planning Commission 
Recommendation to the Board  

1) Adopt Resolution (Attachment A) approving boundaries of Weber Creek 
Canyon IBC (as shown on Resolution Exhibit A); and 

2)  Approve amending Zoning Map to delineate the parcels located in 
Weber Creek Canyon IBC (as listed on Resolution Exhibit B) and to add 
Weber Creek Canyon IBC to the IBC Overlay; and 

3)  Determine that pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15168, there is no 
substantial evidence requiring preparation of subsequent Negative 
Declaration or Addendum to the Program EIR for the General Plan 
Biological Resources Policy Update, Oak Resources Management Plan, 
and Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance per Resolution 127-2017 
adopted by the Board on October 24, 2017 (Attachment C). 
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