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This section provides a general introduction to the El Dorado County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
It is broken down into the following six sections:
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ACKGROUND

Natural hazards, such as floods, tornadoes and hurricanes, are a part of the world around
us. Their occurrence is natural and inevitable, and there is little we can do to control their
force and intensity. However, through hazard mitigation planning, we can control what
comes afterward. By minimizing the impact of natural hazards upon our built environment,
we can prevent such events from resulting in disasters.

hazards. It includes both structural measures, such as protecting buildings and
infrastructure from the forces of wind and water, and non-structural measures, such as
natural resource protection and wise floodplain management. These activities can target
existing development or seek to protect future development by avoiding any new
construction_in_hazardous areas. It is widely accepted that the most effective mitigation

measures are implemented at the local government level, where decisions on the regulation
and control of development are ultimately made.

and adoption of a local hazard mitigation plan. A mitigation plan will ensure that measures
to reduce the present and future vulnerability of a community are thoroughly considered
before, during, and after the next disaster strikes.

Mitigation planning offers many benefits that include:

= saving lives and property;

= saving money;

= speeding recovery following disasters;

= reducing future vulnerability through wise development / redevelopment;

= expediting both pre-disaster and post-disaster grant funding; and

= demonstrating a firm commitment to improving community health and safety;
= educating the community in the role they can play in insuring their own safety.

Recently, both the State of California and the U.S. Congress made the development of a
hazard mitigation plan a specific eligibility requirement for any local government applying for
mitigation grant funding. Communities with an adopted plan will therefore become “pre-
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positioned” and more apt to receive any available mitigation funds. This requirement also
applies to all forms of “local government” which has been defined by the Federal Emergency
Management Administration (FEMA) to include counties, cities, school districts, special
districts, Indian tribes, and other small and large governmental entities. Based on that broad

requirement, the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) and FEMA have - [ Deleted: State Office of
encouraged multi- jurisdictional hazard mitigation plans, and this plan has been designed to - \{Demed: Services (OES
serve a multi-jurisdictional function. Besides the County of El Dorado, this plan serves the - \‘[Deleted: boe
jurisdictions of the Cities of South Lake Tahoe and Placerville, EI Dorado Irrigation District,

El Dorado County Office of Education, and South Tahoe Public Utilities District also have {De'emd:'

Local Hazard Mitigation Plans that have been included as Annex’s. Later versions of this
plan may also include other jurisdictions, because broadening the multi-jurisdictional
function is the intention of El Dorado County.

Mitigation planning has the potential to produce long-term and recurring benefits by breaking
the repetitive cycle of disaster loss. A core assumption of mitigation is that current dollars
invested in mitigation practices will significantly reduce the demand for future dollars by
lessening the amount needed for emergency recovery, repair and reconstruction. Further,
these mitigation practices will enable local residents, businesses and industries to re-
establish themselves in the wake of a disaster, getting the community economy back on
track sooner and with less interruption.

Mitigation planning will also lead to benefits that go beyond solely reducing hazard
vulnerability. Measures such as the acquisition or regulation of land in known hazard areas
can help achieve multiple community goals, such as preserving open space, maintaining
environmental health and natural features, and enhancing recreational opportunities.

persons, is located in a region of California that is particularly vulnerable to the effects of a
range of natural hazards. These hazards threaten the life and safety of County residents,
and have the potential to damage or destroy both public and private property and disrupt the
local economy and overall quality of life. The County government, its residents and
businesses have in fact suffered disaster losses in years past that resulted in significant
property damage and the loss of life.

El Dorado County has an established commitment to reducing the potential for future
disaster losses. With the majority of the County land area owned or controlled by Federal
agencies, there is a large amount of development within or proximate to the public forests.
Development in_proximity to the higher elevations, steeper slopes, and within the
wildland/urban interface places structures and residents close to fire prone lands, and far
from fire protection units, water supplies and other services. There are numerous
successful efforts to work with private landowners and public agencies to reduce the
potential for catastrophic fires and aid evacuation planning. There are also a significant
number of policies and programs identified in the El Dorado County General Plan to
carefully plan development projects in light of the hazards, to promote safe, and thoughtful

growth.

prepared the first version of its Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2004. At its most inner core, the
Plan recommended specific actions to combat the forces of nature and protect its residents
from hazard losses. These actions go beyond recommending localized solutions to reduce
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existing vulnerability, such as fuel reductions and fire break projects. Local policies on
community growth and development, incentives for natural resource protection, and public
awareness and outreach activities are examples of other actions considered to reduce El
Dorado County’s future vulnerability to natural hazards. The Hazard Mitigation Plan was
designed to be a living document with implementation and evaluation procedures included
to help achieve meaningful objectives and successful outcomes.

«[he current Hazard Mitigation Plan (2010) makes use of the 2004 plan as a foundation, then

incorporates the lessons and strategies learned from recent disaster events that have
occurred both locally and state wide to expand on the recommended mitigation measures.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Hazard Mitigation Plan is:

» To protect life, safety and property by reducing the potential for future damages and
economic losses that result from natural hazards;

» To qualify for additional grant funding, in both the pre-disaster and post-disaster
environment;

» To speed recovery and redevelopment following future disaster events;
» To demonstrate a firm local commitment to hazard mitigation principles; and

» To comply with both state and federal legislative requirements for local hazard
mitigation plans.

This Hazard Mitigation Plan will be maintained to fully address the hazards determined to be
“high risk” and “moderate risk.” Other hazards will be considered, but are not required to be
fully addressed within this Plan.

The geographic scope for the Hazard Mitigation Plan includes all unincorporated areas of El
Dorado County, as well as the area encompassed by the boundaries of all of the
participating jurisdictions. As a multi-jurisdictional plan, each of the participating agencies
will also address specific or unique hazards to their jurisdiction in an appendix to the overall
plan.

UTHORITY _

This Hazard Mitigation Plan has been adopted by the El Dorado County Board of
Supervisors. This Plan has been developed to be in accordance with current rules and
regulations governing local hazard mitigation plans. The Plan shall be routinely monitored
to maintain compliance with the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
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October 30, 2000); and all related laws and regulations.

| PARTICIPANTS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS

The partmpants in the development of this Hazard Mltlgatlon PIan include, the persons and .
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

El Dorado County OES utilized the process recommended by the California Emergency
Management Agency (Cal EMA) to develop this Hazard Mitigation Plan. The process
included the following steps, listed in order in which they were undertaken:

Hazard Identification and Analysis
Community Vulnerability Assessment
Mitigation Capabilities Assessment
Mitigation Strategy

o > v DN PR

Mitigation Action Plan and Implementation Program

Step 1, the Hazard Identification and Analysis, describes and analyzes the natural hazards
present in El Dorado County that can threaten human life and damage property. It includes
historical data of past occurrences, events that have occurred in other similar jurisdictions,
and input from public and private agencies, and the community at large.

Step 2, The Community Vulnerability Assessment, was completed through investigative
research, community outreach for input, and GIS data, and data received through research
studies. It includes tabular and narrative descriptions on community characteristics, such as
El Dorado County’s geographic, economic and demographic profiles, and discusses future
development trends and implications for hazard vulnerability. To graphically depict hazard
vulnerability, this section also includes community vulnerability assessment maps. Also
included is a gqualitative risk index based upon hazard frequency, magnitude and impact.
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Conclusions of both the quantitative and qualitative nature of risk and vulnerability form the
basic foundation for concentrating and prioritizing mitigation planning and efforts.

Dorado County’s capacity to implement meaningful mitigation strategies, and identifies
existing opportunities for program enhancement. Capabilities addressed in this section
include staff and organizational capability, technical capability, policy and program
capability, fiscal capability, legal authority and political willpower. The purpose of this
assessment is to identify any existing gaps, weaknesses or conflicts in local
programs/activities that may hinder mitigation efforts, or to identify those local activities that
can _be built upon in establishing a successful community hazard mitigation program.
Community members were asked to provide insight on mitigation strategies to prevent, and
or mitigate the hazards and vulnerabilities they had identified.

The conclusion of these three background studies results in the formation of community goal
statements (Step 4) and sets the stage for developing, adopting and implementing a
meaningful Hazard Mitigation Strategy (Step 5) for El Dorado County. These two steps help
make the Plan strategic and functional for implementation purposes, and ultimately are the
“action” components of the plan. Following the completion of Step 5, El Dorado County
concentrated on designing measures to ensure the Plan’s ultimate implementation, and
adopted evaluation and enhancement procedures to ensure the Plan is routinely updated.

Meetings

took place between the County OES, Planning, Building, Department of Transportation, EI * .
Dorado Irrigation, Environmental Management, local fire protection districts, and City of

discussed, resulting in assignments being set:
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June 25, 2009: Additional meeting of all interested jurisdictions, agencies, special
districts, and public. Invitations were mailed to all known forms of “local government”
in the County, plus all known interested agencies or parties.

/

/

/

/
/

a2
\
W\

/
/
/
s

/s

Assignments were made to various agencies for submitting drafts of each type of
disaster handled by that agency at the end of July.

mail address, and phone number for the public to give input.
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Step 2, the Community Vulnerability Assessment, was completed predominantly through
investigative research along with the use of geographic information system (GIS)
technology and best available data. It includes tabular and narrative descriptions on
community characteristics, such as ElI Dorado County’s geographic, economic and
demographic profiles, and discusses future development trends and implications for
hazard vulnerability. To graphically depict hazard vulnerability, this section also includes
community vulnerability assessment maps. Also included is a qualitative risk index
based upon hazard frequency, magnitude and impact. Conclusions of both the
guantitative and qualitative nature of risk and vulnerability form the basic foundation for
concentrating and prioritizing mitigation efforts.

Step 3, the Mitigation Capabilities Assessment, provides a comprehensive examination of El Dorado County’s capacity to
implement meaningful mitigation strategies, and identifies existing opportunities for program enhancement. Capabilities
addressed in this section include staff and organizational capability, technical capability, policy and program capability,
fiscal capability, legal authority and political willpower. The purpose of this assessment is to identify any existing gaps,
weaknesses or conflicts in local programs/activities that may hinder mitigation efforts, or to identify those local activities
that can be built upon in establishing a successful community hazard mitigation program.
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however, since they are located in Sacramento County, their information is provided
to document the facilities that they have in EI Dorado County. They are not included
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