






































April 13, 2020

Senator Brian Dahle
California State Senate

Dear Senator Dahle:

I reside in El Dorado County and the issue of putting “Homeless” in our El Dorado County
Fairgrounds has come up. First of all, they are NOT HOMELESS in the traditional sense. The
Homeless of the past didn’t poop on the sidewalks, weren’t given drugs or resist authority.
They don’t have a home because they have drug and mental problems, not jobless monetary
problems. Itis not the duty of the governed to provide them with millions of dollars worth of
tax payer money to give them shelter, it is the duty of government to give them “tough love”
and if tax payer money must be used, use it to rehabilitate not to participate in their own
destruction. It was government that took away the facilities we used to have that cared for the
mentally ill and the drug dependent and government that should put it back. This is an issue
brought on by LACK OF GOVERNMENT doing what is in the best interests of the communities
and not giving the perpetrators incentives to do as they please because they can’t control
themselves. They need help, NOT independent housing.

»

WHERE will they be put at the Fairgrounds? Millions will be spent to make them “comfortable”.
It’s not a matter of them just moving their tents in and pushing the current users out. It will
become a monumental problem for a very small, already struggling community.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING THIS ISSUE TO THE SMALL COUNTY OF EL DORADO. As a small county
we have only limited resources to meeting places for groups that benefit the community. As
an example, the State of Jefferson rented the Forni Building last year for a county wide event
which we will not be able to do with the “homeless” group occupying the grounds. Many such
community and political groups have no other such place in the county. The Imagination
Theater of local talent will have to leave. The animal farming groups will have no place to
exhibit. Etc., Etc., Etc.

This is not a matter of “not in my backyard”, it’s a matter of the state taking this problem
seriously and fixing it, not giving into it by shuffling the problem around.

Sincerely,
Sharon Durst

6888 Happy Valley Rd.
Somerset, CA 95684






April 13,2020

El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
330 Fair lane
Placerville, CA 95667

Re: Agenda #25 — Homeless Navigation Center at the Armory
Dear County Supervisors,

We all agree that homelessness is a major problem that continues to impact our county and our state, with
very little resolve. Affordable housing is part of the problem, but most agree that the majority of the
homeless are those with mental health issues and also drug & alcohol addiction.

Over the last several months, complaint after complaint has been voiced by the business community and
residents, not just in Placerville, but also Cameron Park & South Lake Tahoe. There have been reports of
transients, becoming violent at grocery stores & restaurants, not to mention those who defaecate & urinate
on sidewalks & business store fronts.

In areas of Cameron Park, homeless moved into vacant homes and set up camps, and also starting fires on
at least two occasions. The reasons for opposing the use of the armory for a homeless shelter has already
been clearly expressed in the near 100 letters you have already received, so I will not repeat what has
already been said about locating a transient facility next to the fairgrounds & New Morning, etc. etc.

However, I do want to point out that a homeless shelter will not only have a great impact on the
fairgrounds, but also what is thought to be a thriving business area, on Placerville Drive, and in particular,
those adjacent to the armory, such as banks, the Boys & Girls Club, restaurants & of course Raley's.

It is my understanding that the Placerville Police Substation and Only Kindness, are both located on
Broadway, in Placerville, who are already assisting the homeless. There are also many vacant spaces
available in that same business/commercial complex, an area where a large segment of homeless already
tend to congregate.

It is also my understanding that meetings have continue with volunteers and community leaders, plus
companies/organizations, looking to find property to build affordable housing, not for those with mental
health & drug issues, but for those entry level workers, low income families, or even seniors who are on
fixed incomes.

Due to COVID-19, our local business community, the fairgrounds, and many of our community
organizations are experiencing great financial losses, and down the road when this is all over these
various entities, should not have to be concerned about their recovery being affected further, because the
Board of Supervisors and Placerville City Council, thinks it is a good idea to locate a shelter for the
homeless/transient community. I urge you to look for other alternatives & locations.

Terry Gherardi
Cameron Park






April 13, 2020

To the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors and the Placerville City Counsel:

I am writing to voice my support for the proposed Joint Policy Statement on Homelessness and
its authorization of staff to immediately evaluate the feasibility of using the Placerville Armory as
a Navigation Center for support services and transitional housing for the homeless.

The Armory seems to have many of the necessary elements needed for the purposes
proposed. I'm sure it is not perfect in every way, but no site would fit that bill. Any site that will
be considered will have its downsides. But, instead of looking for the “perfect” site, you should
be looking for the “best available site”. If we continue to look for the perfect solution we will
reject everything and end up with nothing more than what we have now, which is woefully
inadequate.

We have the opportunity to create a solution that is comprehensive and sustainable —
something our community can be proud of. It would be a shame to reject this promising option
without so much as a feasibility evaluation.

Please support this policy statement.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jim Martin

3261 Luneman Road
Placerville, CA 95667
530-622-9549












To Whom it may concern:

We understand both Placerville City and El Dorado County are
considering creation of some type of homeless shelter at the old

Armory location adjacent to the Fairgrounds. WE STRONGLY OPPOSE
THIS IDEA.

Both of us spend several days (20+) each year on the Fairgrounds
involved with setting up shows and participating in the annual Fair and
other activities on the grounds. Priscilla has also volunteered to
sponsor/maintain two gardens on the Fairgrounds property for many
years. During this time on the Fairgrounds we have observed the high
public use of this area and see what it takes to maintain the quality of
these grounds. We have also observed the problems (needles and filth
and feces) a few folks bring with them and leave associated with their
illegal drug use.

It seems that if 100+ homeless are moved into or near the armory then
many more will follow as was seen during the experiment of the
homeless shelter on upper Broadway which continues to this day.
Whether in little sheds or tents around the Armory or in tent cities
nearby, the occupants can be expected to move daily to the lawn and
shade of the Fairgrounds. The result would most likely be the
Fairgrounds taking on the look of land contiguous to upper Broadway
which can resemble a dump site. The Fairgrounds would quickly loose
its appeal.

Please find a more suitable site in the County.
Sincerely

Gary/Priscilla Bilyeu












Dear Supervisor Veercamp -

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are
considering installing transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the
Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community. With endorsement from the Fair Board
and Staff, I send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds as housing or shelter for
the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our residents use
the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community,
and they frequently find drug paraphernalia (including used needles) in restrooms and
bushes. The staff has been verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one
instance physically attacked. Bringing more of the homeless/transient community, which
inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol addiction, would bring more of this
to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Morning's Children's Shelter, and
only 350 ft from Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue
for the many large youth activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual
race which is attended by almost 1,000 3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders.
Transient housing being located at the Armory endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these
facilities. Events such as; Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local
nonprofits, flu clinics, just to name a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of
the county or cancel. This would be a significant loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for
the homeless and stand with us to protect our community.

Sincerely

Loretta Wahl




































April 13, 2020
Dear Board of Supervisors,

My name is Sheryl Trainor and | reside in District 3 of El Dorado County. | have lived in this county for almost thirty
years, raised our children in its schools, and worked in a local non-profit for 24 of those years. | have volunteered
for the last three years with the Nomadic Shelter through local churches in this county. | am writing in support of
your consideration of the Joint Policy Statement on Homelessness coming before the Board of Supervisors and
Placerville City Council this Tuesday April 14, 2020.

I spoke before the City Council on March 10, 2020, in support of the consideration of the local Armory as a site for
case management and transitional housing for our homeless community. Many in the homeless community
experience the dual-diagnoses of mental iliness and substance addiction. It would be helpful to have a central
location to access shelter and connection with community services to support obtaining more permanent housing.
It is difficult to navigate the social service, medical, and subsidized housing system when one is homeless. NAMI
(National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) reports that 1:5 adults experienced mental illness in 2018 and 3.7% of US
adults experienced a co-occurring substance use disorder and mental illness in 2018. This data may have increased
during the current COVID19 crisis.

| worked for a local non-profit which was a single point of entry for families with infants and toddlers with
disabilities. During my 24 years there | helped families navigate resources to access affordable housing, medical,
and behavioral services. | believe having a Navigation Center for our homeless community could provide a similar
experience.

The policy statement coming before the board proposes that “the County and City shall work together to establish
immediate solutions to reduce and work toward elimination of the homeless problem in our jurisdictions”. The
policy will authorize staff to evaluate the feasibility of using the Placerville Armory and to explore other facilities as
a Navigation Center with Support Services and Transitional Housing.

Points to consider in support of this proposal:

1. The majority of our homeless neighbars in EDC are from EDC according to the most recent Point in Time
Count.

2. Ourcounty is in desperate need of a Navigational Center with Transitional Housing. Other locations in the
state have provided this service. A recent visit to one in Yuba County found it clean and well supervised.

3. The Armory is not on Fairground Property and is owned by the state of California. It is being made
available by the state for housing. If the Armory is chosen, it is away from the Fairgrounds itself and is
surrounded by a fence.

4. Providing services for the homeless in a centralized location can provide problem-solving for concerns and
make the community a safer place. Sanitation services, mental health and substance abuse counseling can
be readily accessed when the homeless population has housing with services on site.

As a long time, resident of El Dorado County, | urge you to work together with the City Council to establish a
proactive solution to the elimination of the homeless problem including evaluating the feasibility of using the
Placerville Armory.

Please contact me with any questions regarding or responses to this letter.

Sheryl Trainor, MS, OTR/L

Strainor.ot@comcast.net
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The BOSTHREE <bosthree@edcgov.us>

Email From Webpage

1 message

Lee Johnson <ljohnson@eduhsd.k12.ca.us> Sat, Apr 11, 2020 at 11:09 AM
To: "bosthree@edcgov.us" <bosthree@edcgov.us>

Hello. | am a concerned citizen of district 3. My concerns are about our marijuana rules and regs. | own my home and
property and cultivate med.marijuana for my wife and myself. | have always had a medical script aswell as my wife. The
existing rules and regs where tough to start with but now the new proposed rules are insane and unrealistic. It is hard
enough with both my wife and I working full time at our jobs just to live paycheck to paycheck but now your forcing us to
go to dispensers to purchase medical marijuana that we cannot afford. 6plants is not enough for 2 patients for a year.
Most people dont have a perfect growing area. We do the best we can w what was offered to us. M.j ow you want to take
that away because our sherrif is pounding his chest over this. 99percent of us just want to be left alone to take care of
ourselves. The 1 present that is doing wrong for profit should be punished. Leave the regs alone and have the sherrif do
his job in the forest. My god there everwhere overhear and nothing has been done about it.....| understand we all lost a
officer but if we had been enforcing exciting laws it might had been avoided to start with.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.


















April 12, 2020

I am writing in support of the Agenda Item 25 Joint Policy on Homelessness. My husband and | have volunteered
with the Nomadic Shelter at Federated Church since it opened in 2014. Before that, we volunteered at the shelter
held at the Camino Seventh Day Adventist Church.

We have always found it frustrating and disappointing that there have been no city or county shelter programs.
We are pleased that may change, with the opportunity to utilize the Armory facility. Below are the points in support
of this policy, made jointly by the Ei Dorado Progressives and the Coalition on Affordable Housing and Homelessness.
At the end of each point | have added my comments in italics.

1. The majority of the homeless neighbors in EDC are from EDC. They are not transient people but long-time
residents, according to the most recent Point in Time Count. This last year, | did the enrolling of new guests at the
Federated Church Shelter every week. The majority of our guests were regulars, who often had deep ties in El Dorado
County and had been homeless for more than one year. In general, the people who were new from out of the area
only came a couple times and then moved on.

2. Our County is in desperate need of a Navigation Center with Transitional Housing. Locations all over the state
have done this. A recent visit to one in Marysville found it clean and well supervised. According to one of the Yuba
County Board of Supervisors, the neighbors in the area reported no problems. The ability to provide basic hygiene
and sanitation is crucial, as the recent pandemic quarantines have demonstrated even more dramatically. The
homeless, working with Pete Brown and The Lighted Candle, have demonstrated that, when offered adequate
resources, supplies and support, they are willing to work hard to maintain their spaces.

3. The Armory is not on Fairground property and is the property of the State. It is being made available by the State
of California only for housing and is not available for other purposes. If the Armory was chosen, the location is away
from the Fairgrounds itself; it is fenced off and not even within view of New Morning or the Skate Park. / think these
are valid points that many of the opponents aren’t aware of or are not willing to acknowledge.

4. Providing services for the homeless has been found to protect the community from problems and makes the
community a safer place. Sanitation services, mental health and substance abuse counseling can be provided when
the unhoused population has housing. Studies have found that this approach can help people lift themselves out of
homelessness. The concept of Housing First is a tenet of wholistic programs that has proven very important, as shown
in a number of research studies.

5. The large number of homeless families and children in our community will be dramatically helped by finding
solutions to this crisis. / coordinated the Federated Church Tree of Kindness Christmas Giving Program for 14 years.
Working with the Homeless Coordinator for Placerville Union School District and the staff at El Dorado High School,
we collected warm clothes and gifts for needy students in our community. In many cases, we delivered the gifts. Even
when families were housed, some of the housing was very substandard, and the problem has continued to get worse
over the years.

6. Children attending events at the fairgrounds will not be adversely affected by a well supervised facility on an
adjacent property that is separated by a fence. I agree that having a fenced area will increase safety for the guests,
and prevent danger to fairground guests.

Local residents have given generously over the years to support our Nomadic Shelter and other projects, like the
Upper Room and The Lighted Candle. | believe they will continue to donate, whether the programs are run by
volunteers or government agencies.

Please help us create a WIN-WIN situation for not only our homeless neighbors, but the people in our community
who have been negatively affected by the results of the lack of housing and support services for those most in need.

Sincerely,
Robin Stanley

2511 Tanager Lane,
Camino, CA 95709

























































Dear,

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory building located next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient
community.

With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to use the Armory
building at the Fairgrounds as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a
community hub where | personally along with my family use the beautiful grounds daily as a safe
place to walk as do many others for exercising their horses, walking their dogs, practicing fire crew
drills, picnicking, etc. We are so fortunate to have such a safe, place to spend time with friends and
family in our area.

I have witnessed a smali number of homeless hanging around outside and inside the grounds when |
am there during the day, and | am aware how the Fair staff struggles with vandalism and theft done
by the homeless community. They frequently find drug paraphernalia (including used needles) in the
restrooms and bushes. The staff has been verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in
one instance physically attacked by the homeless. Bringing more of the homeless/transient
community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol addiction, would bring more
of this unacceptable, negative behavior to our fairgrounds.

In addition, transient housing being located at the Armory endangers our youth.

The Armory is located directly across the street from New Morning's Children's Shelter, and only 350
feet from Joe's Skate Park, a very popular local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for
many large youth activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is
attended by almost 1,000 school children and Farm Day, with 800-1000 3rd Graders.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities.
Upwards of 200,000 people use the facility in one way or another a year attending events such as;
Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics, and those who
come from out of town to use the fairground facility to camp just to name a few. Many events will
likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel, and campers would most definitely not feel
safe camping in such close proximity to a homeless/transient shelter. This would be a significant loss
of revenue to our local economy.

| coordinate a very large evening event at the fairgrounds every year and am not happy about the
possibility that our guests could be subjected to an increased number of homeless as they arrive and
leave in the evening. Another concern is the strong possibility of them wandering into the building
looking for food while the event is going on. The close proximity of the Armory would make it very
convenient for them to be in and out of the grounds on a regular basis. Especially when there are
events going on and the gates are open.

| greatly appreciate your support in joining our opposition of the Armory being transformed into
transitional housing for the homeless and stand with us to protect our community and this beautiful
facility.

Sincerely,

Annie Schmidt
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To: Eldorado County Board of Supervisors April 11, 2020

A Joint Policy Statement on Homelessness is coming before the Board of
Supervisors and Placerville City Council this Tuesday, 4/14 that proposes
“the County and City shall work together to establish immediate solutions to
reduce and work toward elimination of the homeless problem in our
Jurisdictions."

The policy authorizes staff to immediately evaluate the feasibility of using the
Placerville Armory and to explore other facilities as a Navigation Center with
Support Services and Transitional Housing.

We support the proposal and offer the following points about the negative
publicity about using the Armory:

1. The majority of the homeless neighbors in EDC are from EDC. They are
not transient people but long-time residents, according to the most
recent Point in Time Count.

2. El Dorado County is in need of a Navigation Center with Transitional
Housing. Navigation centers are located throughout the state are
successful. According to one of the Yuba County Board of Supervisors,
the neighbors in the area reported no problems.

3. The Armory is not on Fairground Property and is the property of the
State. It is only available for housing and not available for other
purposes. The Armory is not on the Fairgrounds. It is fenced off and not
within view of New Morning or the Skate Park.

4. Providing services for the homeless can community from problems
arising for the lack of sanitation services, mental health and substance
abuse counseling. Studies have found that when the un-housed
population has housing can help people lift themselves out of
homelessness.

Sincerely,

Vicky and Scott Vail
240 Judy drive
Placerville, CA 95667


















Apr 9, 2020
This is not a good place to shelter for a number of reasons:

1. Skate park with unsupervised children playing

2. County events such as the Fair, etc. could attract the bad crowd that some, not ali, of the homeless
population represents.

3. An excellent location for drug dealing and running

4.Increased potential for theft

5. Potential for violent or frightened outbursts from non medicated persons with schizophrenia or
bipolar diagnosis ( | worked with this population so | know a lot about it)

6. Increased chances of undesirable loitering, drug trafficking, squatting and littering

7. Potential for an increase of homeless pets that are not vaccinated and do not abide by leash or clean
up after your pet sanctions

8. Increase of " inviting" their friends to hang out

9. Increase of homeless presence/begging at Raleys, Big Lots, gas station, Brick Oven Pub, GreenHouse
Cafe, etc.

10.Increased taxation costs to EDC residents for keeping the bathrooms clean

11. Increased exposure to HIV exposure from dirty discarded needles

I could keep going.....

| advocate for the homeless but not at a public community area where small children and
impressionable teenagers have exposure to uncontrollable unanticipated events.

Warm regards,
Jeannie

Jeanne Marie Iverson CEO, CPE

M.S. HFE, M.S. OT

VS| Risk Management & Ergonomics Inc.
510.499.1918
jiverson@vsi-consulting.com







































































































April 13, 2020

Board of Supervisors

Placerville City Council

County & City Officials

Re: Discussion Around Use of Armory — Homeless Residents Letter of Support
Dear Sirs:

We are writing you to express our thanks to you around the effort to find a sustainable solution for the
residents of El Dorado County and the west slope in particular who have no place to live. We
understand that it is under consideration to utilize the Placerville Armory currently empty after the Boys
and Girls Club moved to their building some time ago.

We support your work in this direction looking for a much needed solution & temporary housing while a
long term solution can help these residents with help to secure permanent housing and support
services. The armory we believe is on the bus route that can get them to/from other needed services
and we support this idea. We are aware of other vacant buildings in this same area but do not see a
downside of utilizing this building although we’re sure it will need some updating to make it usable for
multiple people and support staff.

Sincerely,

Don & Carol Heape
2911 W. Ridgewood Dr.
Placerville, CA.

don@donaldheape.com carol@elderoptionsca.com




Mary Elliott-Klemm
P.O. box 310
Somerset, CA 95684

April 13, 2020
Supervisor Frentzen,

Finding solutions for the Homeless in our Community is a difficult undertaking. There are
always many differing opinions which need to be weighed to find solutions that will serve the
greatest good.

Tomorrow you will be asked to evaluate the feasibility of using the Placerville Armory and to
explore other facilities as a Navigation Center with Support Services and Transitional Housing.

Here are some points that you will want to consider as you make your decision:

Homeless has long been a problem in our community and it is not until recently that it has been
seriously tackled. These homeless people are from El Dorado County and especially, during
this time of COVID-19, they need to be better served. Providing services for the homeless will
protect the greater community from problems and create a safer place for us all. Sanitation
services, mental health and substance abuse counseling can be provided when the unhoused
population has housing. Studies have found that that this approach can help the homeless help
themselves. It is in the interest of ALL of the citizens of El Dorado County to pursue this
solution.

| am sure that you have been informed about Navigation Centers with Transitional Housing that
locations all over the state have been using. There is no reason that EDC shouldn’t also create
such a service for our Homeless. It is certainly a step towards dealing with our Homeless
problem.

The use of the Armory presents us with a perfect opportunity. It is the property of the State and
is being made available only for housing. The location is away from the Fairgrounds and not
within other public areas like New Morning or the Skate Park. Since it is a fenced property,
children and others that attend events at the fairgrounds will not be adversely affected. It
seems that we would be foolish not to take advantage of this opportunity.

Certainly, some people will have objections. But it is the job of the Board of Supervisors to take
bold steps in the face of a problem that has no easy solution.

I am firmly in support of using the Armory as a Navigation Center with Support Services and
Transitional Housing.

| hope that you will be also.

Sincerely,
Mary Elliott-Kiemm

530-620-0400
Somerset, CA 95684

ml.elliott@sbcglobal.net















Action 2: Explore other properties/facilities that could provide temporary housing and services

to the homeless.

Action 3: Consider the feasibility of working with other service providers and community
groups to assist in supporting such an effort.

Action 4: Continue support and resources to the Homeless Outreach Team to provide services
and Outreach to the Homeless.

Action 5: Promote and provide resources to complete the Homeless Strategic Plan.

Action 6: Continue to identify and apply for grant funding to assist in developing programs to

eliminate homelessness.

Michae! Saragosa, Mayor Brian K. Veerkamp, Chair
City of Placerville El Dorado County
(]
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Dear Board Clerk and Supervisors,

| understand that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are jointly
considering installing transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the
Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community. With encouragement from the
Fair Board and Staff, | am sending this letter of opposition to using the
Fairgrounds as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is
a community hub where residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk,
exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew drills, picnic, etc.

Bringing the homeless/transient community to the Fairgrounds with the
endorsement of elected officials will simply encourage more of the same to
invade our fair city/ county with the intentions of “getting a free meal ticket”. This
segment of our population inherently suffers from mental disease and drug &
alcohol addiction, and would bring these problems as well as criminal activities,
such as vandalism and theft, to our fairgrounds as well. It would further stretch
the local public budgets to support such housing. The homeless are not buying
goods, paying property taxes or in any feasible way contributing to the tax base of
our city/county.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Morning's Children's
Shelter, and only 350 ft from Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The
Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth activities, including the All
County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000 3rd
Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located
so nearby at the Armory would endanger our youth. Furthermore, adults
supporting youth in these endeavors will be less likely to attend and support such
activities for fear of any negative interaction with the homeless.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with, nor support, the
events that utilize these facilities. Events such as Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire
Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics, just to name a few. Many
events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a
significant loss of revenue to our local economy.

Have the council members and supervisors asked for the opinions of the Police
Department and County Library staff? | have a feeling officers would have a















04/13/2020

To whom it may concem,

it has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drilis, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphemalia (including used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physicaily attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Moming's Children's Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth
activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory
endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community dees not biend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as; Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in oppesition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with us to protect our community.

Sincerely,

Edward Kelly



04/13/2020

To whom it may concern,

it has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphernalia (including used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physically attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Morning's Children’s Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth
activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory

endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as: Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, fiu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with us to protect our community.

Sincgrely,
u

ra Pruett
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To whom it may concern,

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff aiready struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphernalia (including used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physically attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Moming's Children's Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth
acfivities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory
endangers our youth.

The homelessftransient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as; Kids Expo, the Annuat Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, fiu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with us to protectauroemmunﬂy




04/13/2020
To whom it may concern,

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphemalia (inciuding used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physically attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & aicohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Morning's Children's Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth
activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory
endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as; Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with us to protect our community.

Sincerely,

Ll

Ellie Sutton
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To whom it may concern,

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this letter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphemalia (including used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physically attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & alcohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is aiso directly across the street from New Moming's Children's Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is also the venue for the many large youth
activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory
endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as; Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
foss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in oppesition 'of the Armory being b‘ahsfcnned into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with s to protect our commumity. '

Sincerely,

e

Valiea Sutton
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To whom it may concern,

It has come to my attention that the City of Placerville and El Dorado County are considering installing
transitional housing at the old Armory location, next to the Fairgrounds to benefit the transient community.
With endorsement from the Fair Board and Staff, | send this lefter of opposition to using the Fairgrounds
as housing or shelter for the homeless population. The Fairgrounds is a community hub where our
residents use the beautiful grounds daily to walk, exercise their horses, walk their dogs, practice fire crew
drills, picnic, etc.

The Fair staff already struggles with vandalism and theft done by the homeless community, and they
frequently find drug paraphemalia (including used needles) in restrooms and bushes. The staff has been
verbally harassed, threatened with physical harm and in one instance physically attacked. Bringing more
of the homeless/transient community, which inherently suffers from mental disease/drug & aicohol
addiction, would bring more of this to our fairgrounds.

The Armory is also directly across the street from New Morning's Children's Shelter, and only 350 ft from
Joe's Skate Park, a local youth hang out. The Fairgrounds is aiso the venue for the many large youth
activities, including the All County Cross Country Meet's annual race which is attended by almost 1,000
3rd Grade Kids and Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at the Armory
endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the events that utilize these facilities. Events
such as; Kids Expo, the Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, fiu clinics, just to name
a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside of the county or cancel. This would be a significant
loss of revenue to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into transitional housing for the homeless
and stand with us to protect our community.

Sincerely,

Nog Lo

Jerry Sutton
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3. The Armory is not on Fairground Property and is the property of the State. It is being made available by the State of
California only for housing and is not available for other purposes. If the Armory was chosen, the location is away from
the Fairgrounds itself, it is fenced off and not even within view of New Morning or the Skate Park.

4. Providing services for the homeless has been found to protect the community from problems and makes the
community a safer place. Sanitation services, mental health and substance abuse counseling can be provided when the
unhoused population has housing. Studies have found that this approach can help people lift themselves out of
homelessness.

5. The large number of homeless families and children in our community will be dramatically helped by finding solutions to
this crisis.

6. Children attending events at the fairgrounds will not be adversely affected by a well supervised facility on an adjacent
property that is separated by a fence.

Please share and forward this requ
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Edcgov.us Mail - Fwd: Status Report 4/12: E! Dorado County Homeless - Community Action Team

launched a "Covid19 Community Resources for EI Dorado County" Facebook. To keep this
manageable only Karen and Shaunda can post topics, but anyone can comment.

Phase 2 Plan - placing high risk, vulnerable and those sick with symptoms in motels.

We have prioritized individuals identified for higher level sheltering, support services and coordinated
entry in place and ready to be implemented. Progress is stalled due to contractual issues outside the
County's control; responsibility for property damages and provision of security. We hope to break
through these challenges early this coming week.

In parallel, however, we are planning for social support for people we place and Maureen Diion-Perry
and Gayle Cline have been connecting with the South Lake Tahoe program to learn from their
experience as well as lining up Wetern Slope volunteers to support daily calls. In addition we
recognise there will be people in need of social work support and will be leaning support from the
South lake Tahoe Coalition for Hmelessness team for assistance.

Phase 3 Pian - planning for a surge.

We continue coordinating with the EOC Advanced Planning team who have responsibility
establishing Alternate Care Sites that should address our surge needs.

Two issues have significant potential impact on this planning:

» The outcome of the BoS meeting on 4/14 regarding the Joint Policy Statement on
Homelessness

* Revised estimates of the size and timing or the surge, and in the light of the impact of social
distancing and other infection transmission initiatives

News from South Lake Tahoe

Placement of individuals in motels and the Rec center now well underway.

Working to repatriate 3 high risk individuals temporarily sheltered in SLT, back to Placerville. Pending
access to motel rooms on the Western Slope

Contracts to provide funding for motel placements in progress with the County.

Details on the impacts of motel contracting, pending

Stakeholder Updates

The City of South Lake Tahoe is now represented at the Community Action Team meetings

Communication with EOC / CAO

Will be attending BoS meeting 4/14 9 am for item #25 where the Chief Administrative Office and
Health & Human Services Agency recommend the Board approve and authorize the Chair to sign
the Joint Policy Statement on Homelessness, that documents a commitment between the County
and the City of Placerville and provides direction to staff from both organizations in regards to
homelessness activities. (Statement Attached)

Photo Gallery

See attached for some elected shots from the weeks activities:

HOT Team in Action (Role models for Masking!)
Health Screening and Stop A

The team in action at Stop C

Food Prep team at the Upper Room

Facebook COVID-19 Resource Page












Please oppose the proposed joint statement outlined in this item. Our Party will continue to work
on this issue. We will also continue to work with other community groups to oppose the Amory
at 100 Placerville Drive being turned into a site for homeless housing and/or providing services
for the homeless.

Sincerely,

Todd White

Chairman, EDC Republican Party
P.O. Box 1656

Shingle Springs, CA 95682

(530) 417-0807
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Sara Eldridge
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Warm Regards
Maureen Dion-Perry

Western Slope Coalition on Affordable Housing and Homelessness.












4/13/2020 Edcgov.us Mail - Re: * CORRECTION * Urgent | help us keep your fairgrounds safe!






4/13/2020 Edcgov.us Mail - Transient Housing

Farm Day, with 800 4th Graders. Transient housing being located at
the Armory endangers our youth.

The homeless/transient community does not blend well with the
events that utilize these facilities. Events such as; Kids Expo, the
Annual Fair, Fire Camps, fundraisers for local nonprofits, flu clinics,
just to name a few. Many events will likely move to venues outside
of the county or cancel. This would be a significant loss of revenue

to our local economy.

Please join us in opposition of the Armory being transformed into
transitional housing for the homeless and stand with us to protect
our community.

| am, and have been a resident for the all of my life. | am a teacher in this
county as my mother was before me. | have a more personal vestment in this
issue than most. My mother has adopted two gardens at the Fairgrounds, and
has kept them up for 6+ years now. You've probably seen them on the back
side of the museum while attending events at the fair or even in the paper.
Over the years her, with my father's assistance, have several days monthly
taken care of that part of the grounds. My mother has a knack for decorations
and has done so for each County Fair as well as for many holidays throughout
the year. Many of the items that she has used have disappeared quickly. This
is more a trivial nuisance costing a little bit of money and the time it took to put
it together and place it. But, in this small nuisance lies the problem, the amount
of transient traffic right now is leading to all these issues. What do you think the
consequences will be for the community if this location is chosen? My wife,
mother, father, and | are also members of the Gem and Mineral Society of El
Dorado County. We hold an annual event at the Fairgrounds as well as run the
mineral exhibit during the Fair. | can only see the small issues becoming bigger
if this location is picked. | have a feeling this is out of convenience with the
county owning the property. Also, the CITY OF PLACERVILLE/EL DORADO
COUNTYJOINT POLICY STATEMENT ON HOMELESSNESS April 14, 2020,

states "eliminating homelessness and the associated problems related to
homelessness". In choosing this location | don't see it addressing either of
those concerns. | would hope that you please consider the needs of the many
residents in this county, and | don't know, fix the roads, parks, and schools,
before you plan to spend vast amounts of tax payer dollars for this issue for the
few. | mean come on, the bureaucracy even in a small county like this is
getting ridiculous. All you have to do is read "Action 1-6" in your policy
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statement to see how much time and money is being wasted talking and
planning on doing something and not really doing anything. Nothing there is
going to help people who don't want to help themselves.

Sincerely,

Bret Bilyeu
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Jim and Colette Polaski



