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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC

DIVISION 4. FORESTS, FORESTRY AND RANGE AND FORAGE LANDS [4001 - 4958]  ( Division 4 repealed and added by
Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

PART 2. PROTECTION OF FOREST, RANGE AND FORAGE LANDS [4101 - 4789.7]  ( Part 2 added by Stats. 1965, Ch.
1144. )

CHAPTER 1. Prevention and Control of Forest Fires [4101 - 4205]  ( Chapter 1 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

ARTICLE 1. Definitions [4101 - 4104]  ( Article 1 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

  “Person” includes any agency of the state, county, city, district, or other local public agency, and any
individual, firm, association, partnership, business trust, corporation, limited liability company, or company.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 1010, Sec. 207. Effective January 1, 1995.)

  “State responsibility areas” means areas of the state in which the financial responsibility of preventing and
suppressing fires has been determined by the board pursuant to Section 4125, to be primarily the responsibility of
the state.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144.)

  “Forest fire” means a fire burning uncontrolled on lands covered wholly or in part by timber, brush, grass,
grain, or other flammable vegetation.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144.)

  “Open fire” means any fire, controlled or uncontrolled, including a campfire, burning outside of any
structure, mobilehome, or living accommodation mounted on a motor vehicle. “Open fire” does not include portable
lanterns designed to emit light resulting from a combustion process.

(Added by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 1.)

  “Campfire” means a fire which is used for cooking, personal warmth, lighting, ceremonial, or aesthetic
purposes, including fires contained within outdoor fireplaces and enclosed stoves with flues or chimneys, stoves
using jellied, liquid, solid, or gaseous fuels, portable barbecue pits and braziers, or space heating devices which are
used outside any structure, mobilehome, or living accommodation mounted on a motor vehicle. “Campfire” does
not include portable lanterns designed to emit light resulting from a combustion process.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 2.)

  The term “uncontrolled fire,” as used in this division, means any fire which threatens to destroy life, property,
or resources and either: (1) is unattended by any person; (2) is attended by persons unable to prevent its
unrestricted spread; or (3) is burning with such velocity or intensity that it could not be readily controlled with
those ordinary tools available to private persons at the fire scene.

(Amended by Stats. 1980, Ch. 525, Sec. 2. Operative July 1, 1981, by Sec. 13 of Ch. 525.)
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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC

DIVISION 4. FORESTS, FORESTRY AND RANGE AND FORAGE LANDS [4001 - 4958]  ( Division 4 repealed and added by
Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

PART 2. PROTECTION OF FOREST, RANGE AND FORAGE LANDS [4101 - 4789.7]  ( Part 2 added by Stats. 1965, Ch.
1144. )

CHAPTER 6. Prohibited Activities [4411 - 4446]  ( Chapter 6 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

ARTICLE 2. Prohibited Activities [4421 - 4446]  ( Article 2 added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144. )

  A person shall not set fire or cause fire to be set to any forest, brush, or other flammable material which is
on any land that is not his own, or under his legal control, without the permission of the owner, lessee, or agent of
the owner or lessee of the land.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144.)

  A person shall not do any of the following:

(a) Willfully or knowingly allow fire to burn uncontrolled on land which he owns or controls, or to escape to the
lands of any person other than that of the owner.

(b) Allow any fire kindled or attended by him to escape from his control or to spread to the land of any person
other than from the land from which the fire originated.

(Added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 1144.)

  A person shall not burn any brush, stumps, logs, fallen timber, fallows, slash, grass-covered land, brush-
covered land, forest-covered land, or other flammable material, in any state responsibility area, area receiving fire
protection by the department by contract, or upon federal lands administered by the United States Department of
Agriculture or Department of the Interior, unless the person has a written permit from the department or its duly
authorized representative or the authorized federal officer on federal lands administered by the United States
Department of Agriculture or of the Interior and in strict accordance with the terms of the permit:

(a) At any time in Zone A.

(b) At any time in Zone B between May 1st and the date the director declares, by proclamation, that the hazardous
fire conditions have abated for that year, or at any other time in Zone B during any year when the director has
declared, by proclamation, that unusual fire hazard conditions exist in the area.

The issuing agency may require the permittee to contact the agency to determine permit suspension status prior to
burning.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 4.)

  Burning under permit by any person on public or private lands, except within incorporated cities, may be
suspended, restricted, or otherwise prohibited by proclamation. Any of the following public officers may issue a
proclamation, which shall be applicable within their respective jurisdictions:

(a) The director or his or her designee.

(b) Any county fire warden with the approval of the director.

(c) The federal officers directing activities within California of the United States Bureau of Land Management, the
National Park Service, and the United States Forest Service.

The proclamation may be issued when, in the judgment of the issuing public official, the menace of destruction by
fire to life, improved property, or natural resources is, or is forecast to become, extreme due to critical fire weather,
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fire suppression forces being heavily committed to control fires already burning, acute dryness of the vegetation, or
other factors that may cause the rapid spread of fire. A proclamation is effective on issuance or at a time specified
therein and shall remain in effect until a proclamation removing the suspension, restriction, or prohibition is issued.
The proclamation may be effective for a single day or longer. The proclamation shall declare the conditions that
necessitate its issuance, designate the geographic area to which it applies, require that all or specified burning
under permit be suspended, restricted, or prohibited until the conditions necessitating the proclamation abate, and
identify the public official issuing the proclamation. The proclamation may be in the form of a verbal or audio
recorded telephone message, a press release, or a posted order.

The proclamation may be issued without complying with Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) and
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 88, Sec. 75. (AB 176) Effective January 1, 2010.)

  (a) Whenever the burning under permit has been suspended , restricted, or prohibited by proclamation
pursuant to Section 4423.1, the officer having jurisdiction may issue a restricted temporary burning permit in
instances in which the continuation of burning may be essential for reasons of public health, safety, or welfare. The
permit may stipulate any special precautions that are required to be followed to reduce the risk of uncontrolled fire
originating from the operation.

(b) Violation of the terms of a restricted temporary burning permit is a misdemeanor, and any person upon
conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). No part of the fine
shall be suspended. The court may permit the fine prescribed by this section to be paid in installments if the court
determines that the defendant is unable to pay the fine in one lump sum.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 6.)

  The use of a campfire is not restricted or prohibited by a proclamation issued pursuant to Section 4423.1,
unless specifically restricted or prohibited in that or a subsequent proclamation. If restricted by proclamation,
campfires shall be confined to facilities constructed for that purpose within the confines of a campground
established, maintained, and open for public use, whether publicly or privately owned.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 7.)

  Outdoor smoking is not restricted or prohibited by a proclamation issued pursuant to Section 4423.1,
unless specifically restricted or prohibited in that or a subsequent proclamation. If restricted by proclamation,
smoking shall be confined to the following:

(a) Within motor vehicles while operating or parked on established roads, rest stops, or parking areas cleared of
flammable vegetation.

(b) Within established campgrounds open to the public.

(c) Within an area that is at least three feet or approximately one meter in diameter which has been cleared to
mineral soil by removal of all flammable vegetation and duff.

The exempted locations may be included within the smoking ban if specifically noticed in the proclamation.

(Amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 270, Sec. 8.)

4423.5.  Use of open fire or burning under permit within an area closed by proclamation pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 4423.1, except as provided in Sections 4423.2, 4423.3, and 4423.4, is a misdemeanor and any person 
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100). No part of such 
fine shall be suspended. The court may permit the fine prescribed by this section to be paid in installments if the 
court determines that the defendant is unable to pay the fine in one lump sum.

(Added by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1074.)
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