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Chris Cockrell appointment

Julie Robinson <injoyjulie@yahoo.com> Wed, Feb 3, 2021 at 9:11 PM
To: bostwo@edcgov.us, edc.cob@edcgov.us
Cc: bosone@edcgov.us

Dear Supervisor Turnboo,

I, and over 200 people wrote in requesting the Board re-evaluate Mandi Rodriguez and Chris Cockrell appointments to
Board Commissions due to their association with the Proud Boys.

| see on the 2/8 agenda that Chris Cockrell's appointment is on the consent calendar. Will it include presentation of your
research to report back to the Board and concerned citizens?

| too did a public record investigation into Marion Cockrell Il1.

Where you aware he had deleted all his social media accounts on Jan 13? That seems suspicious, as if he had
something besides being Santa for the Proud Boys to hide.

Could you explain why | could not find a business license for Sam Town Cyclery in EDC? The Secretary of State has no
record of a business license in Chris’s name nor for “Sam Town Cyclery” neither?

My records search also found that Mr. Cockrell does not hold a gun license nor hunting
license, yet he is a member of the NRA and his military career was in law enforcement.
This just seems curious to me.

| feel the Chris Cockrell appointment continues to raise red flags. His association with
the Proud Boys and these other uncertainties cause me to question his appropriateness
to be placed in a position to represent this County.

Thank you
Julie Robinson

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=35d558a9e7 &view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A169074017073617 1246 &simpl=msg-f%3A16907401707... 1/1



2/4/2021 Edcgov.us Mail - Objection to Chris Cockrell nomination to Veteran Affairs Commission

EDC COB <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Objection to Chris Cockrell nomination to Veteran Affairs Commission
1 message

Joseph Connolly <retgmcs@gmail.com> Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 12:00 AM
To: edc.cob@edcgov.us
Cc: bosone@edcgov.us, bostwo@edcgov.us, bosthree@edcgov.us, bosfour@edcgov.us, bosfive@edcgov.us

Dear Clerk of the Board and Supervisors: | previously objected to Mr. Chris Cockrell's nomination to the County veteran
affairs commission. Attached is my renewed and updated objections to that nomination, including two attachments which
are referred to in my letter. Thank you for your consideration of my feedback and recommendations.............. Sincerely,
Joseph Connolly (District I11)

3 attachments

'E Objection_Cockrell nomination_Feb. 2021.pdf
89K

@ Cockrell_Application.pdf
90K

-@ Cockrell_Parler.pdf
5545K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=35d558a9e7 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1690750857616721842&simpl=msg-f%3A16907508576... 1/1



February 3, 2021
Diamond Springs, CA 95619

Subj: Objection to Chris Cockrell nomination to Veterans Affairs Committee

To: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
El Dorado County Board of Supervisors (“Board")

Dear Board Members:

On January 4, 2021 | wrote to oppose the nomination of Mr. Chris Cockrell to the Veterans
Affairs Commission (“Commission”). | am writing again to update and reemphasize my
opposition to his nomination as an unsuitable candidate for the commission. | urge you to
remove his nomination from the consent calendar and soundly reject his approval for a public
commission for the following reasons.

In short, Mr. Cockrell's undisputed disparagement of all citizens that he identifies as
“‘Democrats” or “Progressives” is offensive to the general public good and should be
disqualifying in and of itself. These views are wholly incompatible with the commission’s duties,
which include the public promotion of veterans affairs and recruitment to our Armed Forces.
Those forces are diverse, and all eligible citizens who desire to serve should be welcomed.
Those diverse citizens who have served should also be welcomed and included. Mr. Cockrell’'s
explicit disparagement of whole categories of citizens is at odds with the commission’s
purposes to recruit, retain, and support ALL. Instead, he views most citizens with disdain.

Furthermore, there is undisputed evidence that Mr. Cockrell follows the Proud Boys, not only
locally, but nationally and internationally. (See attached Parler records.) Just today the
Canadian government declared the Proud Boys to be a terrorist organization, and two more
Proud Boys members were arrested for their attack upon the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2021/02/03/canada-declares-proud-boys-terrorist-o
rganization/4372307001/

https://dentonrc.com/news/proud-boy-arrested-in-corinth-accused-of-entering-u-s-capitol-during
-january-siege/article b484c153-f0d7-50ee-bf6d-142a8918ee8e.html

https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/member-of-proud-boys-arrested-in-washington-state-a
fter-us-capitol-breach/281-edd081e7-9821-4a7c-bf7e-b8fc586f11a8

Mr. Cockrell's apparent association with these groups should be unilaterally condemned by the
Board, at the same time his nomination is unilaterally rejected. There should be a bright line
between this Board and groups like the Proud Boys. Condoning any link between them and
candidates for the Board’s approval risks giving the appearance of the Board's imprimatur of
those groups, which is incompatible with responsible civic responsibilities and governance.
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Nomination and Qualifications: My January 4th letter described conditions for appointing
members to the commission. Upon further review, Mr. Cockrell’s self-application (see attached)
is at odds with the commission’s establishing ordinance. Sections 2.25.020(A)-(B) state that
voting members and alternative non-voting members may be nominated by a supervisor, “all of
whom may be selected from nominees submitted by the recognized veteran’s
organizations of the county.” (emphasis added.)

| believe a plain language reading of the ordinance means Mr. Cockrell's nomination must be
rejected for non-conformance with the ordinance’s appointment conditions. He submitted his
own application the day prior to the Board’s prior consideration, and there is no evidence
otherwise that I'm aware of. The facts of his nomination should be included on the record, along
with the lack of any organizational endorsement per the ordinance, and his nomination rejected

on that basis.

| also recommend the Board undertake a review of the current nominating process to eliminate
ambiguous language, develop objective qualifying criteria, and ensure adherence to its
nominating processes. For example, the establishing ordinance and the commission’s bylaws
contain no qualifying standards. It would appear a nominee could include persons who never
served in the Armed Forces, or have no connection to veteran’s services. | personally don't
believe this County meant to establish a veteran’s commission and then approve members
without relevant experience to fulfill the commission’s duties. As another example, neither
document defines what the “recognized veteran’s organizations of the county” are. Finally, why
did Mr. Cockrell's nomination proceed to a vote without conforming to the board’s requirements
for appointment? Why wasn't it administratively rejected beforehand?

https://www.edcqov.us/Government/Veterans/documents/VeteransAffairsOrdinance.pdf

https://www.edcaov.us/Government/Veterans/documents/VeteransAffairsByLaws.pdf)

| am willing to submit a proposal for an objective set of qualifications to improve the current
nominating process. These would serve the Board’s purposes by establishing the desired
standards for veteran’s commission eligibility, allow consideration of the most suitable
candidates as measured against those criteria, eliminate unsuitable candidates, and ensure
conformity to the governing ordinance. In my view, a public commission should have SOME
level of documented qualification, and in the case of a veteran's commission, those
qualifications should reasonably be connected to valid military service.

My relevant background includes 25 years of service in the U.S. Coast Guard and a Masters
Degree in Organization Development, assisting organizations with facilitative processes and
tools to navigate change. Those include a systemic view of organizational systems. | can draft a
comprehensive proposal rather quickly and would gladly offer recommendations to the Board for

its consideration.

Communications and Character: My January 4th letter described Mr. Cockrell's open
disparagement of "Progressives" and "Democrats" on his Facebook accounts. As of today (Feb.
3, 2021), Mr. Cockrell's Facebook account has been scrubbed clean (or publicly blocked) of
those views. His public page has only three administrative posts: (1) a 2017 update of his
biography, which simply lists his business name and address; (2) a December, 2020 cover
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photo update of a Santa dressed in American flag attire, saluting an American flag; and (3) a
January 15, 2021 cover photo update showing a field of American flags and the line "Freedom
isn't Free." (See https://www.facebook.com/1chriscockrell). His political account is not available
or may have been removed. (See https://www.facebook.com/ForABetterEIDoradoCounty).

These account differences demonstrate even more inappropriate character by Mr. Cockrell for
the veteran’s commission. They show me Mr. Cockrell may be: (a) unable to face public
scrutiny; (b) hiding unsuitable behavior from the public; or (c) attempting to "cleanse" his
previously disparaging history. None of these behaviors or motives are suitable for his
nomination, nor the Board's consideration.

| would strongly encourage the Board to ask Mr. Cockrell some plain questions for the record. In
particular: (1) why his accounts have changed; (2) if he is willing to make public all of his
comments, in light of wanting to serve on a public commission; and (3) if he refutes his previous
disparaging remarks. More directly and to the point, the Board should ask, "Why should we vote
for your placement on a public commission when you have a history of publicly disparaging
others based on their political party or progressive outlook, and considering you have an
apparent affiliation with the Proud Boys?" I'm asking the board to ask these questions on behalf
of me and other citizens who object to Mr. Cockrell's nomination, for you to judge his demeanor,
character, and suitability for an important public commission.

Parler and Proud Boys: Just two days after | wrote my previous letter, an insurrectionist mob
stormed the U.S. Capitol to protest and attempt to overturn national election results. News
reports have documented that many thousands of those who participated shared their actions,
and their anti-government views, on the website Parler.

https://www.cnet.com/news/parler-users-posts-archived-along-with-some-location-data/

https://www.propublica.org/article/why-we-published-parler-users-videos-capitol-attack

| have learned that Mr. Cockrell had a Parler account, which he appears to have created on
November 8, 2020. A copy of some screenshots from that account are attached, but the full
extent of his Parler activities are unknown at this time. Disturbingly, those pages appear to show
Mr. Cockrell was following the group "Proud Boys Hangtown - Placerville El Dorado County,"
which was apparently being followed by over 60 other "Proud Boys" accounts. My previous
letter commented on Mr. Cockrell's apparent recognition and comfort with this recognized hate
group. Now, it appears he is a follower of that group and its ideology, and was already a follower
at the time of the Proud Boys/Toys for Tots controversy last December.

| understand Mr. Cockrell spoke to the Board on January 5th, but | have not been able to view
his comments. However, in judgment of his suitability for the veteran’s commission, | would
focus on whether he refuted any such affiliations, apologized for any inappropriate appearances,
or demonstrated a greater good for the community by withdrawing his nomination. To my
knowledge, he has done none of those things, either to the Board or in the form of a public
statement. As | mentioned in my previous letter, his public character in these regards is woefully
inadequate to be considered and approved for service on a public commission representing this
county's veteran affairs.
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Conclusion: Mr. Cockrell’s explicit disparagement of his fellow citizens and his subsequent
removal of those comments from public scrutiny demonstrate poor military and civic leadership
that the Board should rightly recognize as unsuitable for its veteran’s commission. | am aware
the Board has an agenda item to compel Implicit Bias training for all appointees, but that is not
the solution to Mr. Cockrell's already explicit beliefs. He’s a grown man, veteran, and business
owner who should not need to be told how to treat others with respect. The Board should
recognize his divisive views are better addressed by other means, not as an unfortunate
personal issue that it has to contend with should he be approved. He should not.

Mr. Cockrell’s hidden and unacknowledged association with a national hate group, and now an
internationally recognized terrorist organization, is incompatible with the oath that military
members take to support and defend our Constitution. That association is also incompatible with
standards of responsible governance that this Board should require of all county appointed
persons. Approval of Mr. Cockrell’'s nomination in the face of the record before the Board, and
the opposition of many other citizens, would ultimately dishonor the commission, the Board, this
County, and their reputations among their peers. Standing up for civility, and demanding the
best from its commission nominees, is a straightforward path without shame. Supporting an
explicitly divisive candidate and his personal ideology is not something to be proud of.

Mr. Cockrell is not the right candidate for the veteran’s commission, for the reasons | and others
have shared with you. Nor is this the time to overiook serious questions about his associations
and behaviors, in light of daily revelations about the seditious coordination of Proud Boys groups
and others throughout the country. Parler data is being made more accessible every day, and
it's geographically identifiable; that is, you will be able to see videos and pictures posted in our
County and anywhere else they were uploaded. Undoubtedly, more disparaging information
may come to light.

Therefore, | respectfully request the Board unilaterally reject Mr. Cockrell's nomination at a
minimum, with explicit documentation of his unsuitability as a matter of record. Mr. Cockrell has
sought a public position, and he should be accountable by and to the public in that process. In
my view, particularly as a military retiree, he has no business conducting any County business,
especially in matters of military affairs.

Sincerely, Joseph Connolly
Senior Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Coast Guard (Ret.)
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APPLICATION FOR COUNTY OF EL DORADO
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA 95667
(530) 621-5390 | edc.cob@edcgov.us

Board or Commission Applying For Vacant Position or Title

Veterans Affairs Commission Commissioner, District 2

First Name Last Name

Chris Cockrell
Residential City Residential ZIP Code
Cameron Park 95682

Daytime Telephone Mobile Telephone

Occupation/Title Employer

Small Business Owner Sam's Town Cyclery

List all County boards, commissions or committees to which you are/were appointed. Please include dates of service.
Current Appointment to Veterans Affairs Commission District 2

Summary of qualifications
1987-90 US Army Active, Military Police and US Army Airborne School; Honorable Discharge June 1990 1990-95
US Army Ready Reserve and Army National Guard; Honorable Discharge 1995

Affiliations with professional and/or community groups

El Dorado Western Railroad Foundation - Promotion of multi-use of the El Dorado Trail and the preservation of
railroad and recreational earthen trail Cameron Park CSD Parks and Recreation - Panel member for selecting
new General Manager. Supporter of various youth programs and offering bicycle classes Partner with
Placerville CHP - Offering bicycles for bicycles rodeos at our County fair Cub Scouts - hosting hikes on the EI
Dorado Trail and merit badge instruction and bike rodeos Boy Scouts - Resourcing Scouts to assist kids in
needs of bicycle training Girl Scouts - Resourced camping logistics Sierra Sharks - Sponsor and family
participant Foothills Softball - Sponsor and family participant Foothill Soccer - Sponsor and family participant
Holy Trinity Cross Country Holy Trinity Basketball El Dorado Trail - 49er Mountain Bike Ride from Pollock Pines
to Folsom, Event Lead. Operate a bike shop and daily promotion of this incredible County/Regional resource.
Beginning stages of seeking Regional Park Status. Sacramento Valley Transportation Corridor JPA - Active
participant in board meetings El Dorado County Board of Supervisors - Participant in various issues
concerning agenda items in my district and others El Dorado County Tax Payers Association - Member Military
Family Veterans - Donation and Strong Supporter Various County Veterans Functions - My business is a
partner to any Veteran Various local fire and sheriff functions - My business is a partner to all police, fire, civil
workers El Dorado County Veterans Commission - Active Attendee and Promoter of VA resources. Recently got
a Vietnam Vet friend who is raising his granddaughters connected with the right resources to cover medical
conditions related to Agent Orange exposure in Danang. Big Brother Big Sister - Volunteer for events El Dorado
Hills Chamber of Commerce - Member Cameron Airpark District - Resident and participant Friends of Cameron
Airpark (FOCA) - Member New Morning Youth and Family - Volunteer El Dorado County Sheriff Explorers -
Donations and Bike Repair program Donation bikes to various Foster organizations in the area Local Business
Supporter - Being a local business owner is would seem counter intuitive to not support my local businesses.
However, | go above and beyond for so many of my local partners. Depot Road Bike Park - Contributor Missouri
Flat - El Dorado Class | Bike Path - Volunteer and Contributor Pony Express Trail Veterans Adventure Ride El
Dorado County Parks and Recreation Commission - Contributor State of Jefferson - Various Donations and
Business Partner American Legion - Contributor NRA Member El Dorado County Republican Party

Why do you seek appointment?

Over the last several years | have worked hard to provide various levels of assistance to our Veterans and local
Youth. As a Commissioner on the VCA | look forward to providing assistance to the various program
supporting Veterans in El Dorado County and developing additional resources to serve these peers of mine.

Additional Information
Marion Everett Cockrell lll (aka Chris Cockrell)

If known, indicate the member of the Board of Supervisors who will receive a copy of this application
George Turnboo




File Attachments

COCKRELL DD214.pdf

Signature of Applicant* -
il 01/04/2021
‘.‘//— fy{‘\,ﬂ, ” _0_{",__ fJ.JJ/\ng./

* You consent and agree that you are signing this document electronically. You further agree that your electronic signature is as valid as if you manually signed the document in writing.
01/04/2021 01:22:41, ID: 137, URL: https://www.edcgov.us/Government/BOS/CommissionsAndCommittees/Pages/Application-Form.aspx
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2/4/2021 Edcgov.us Mail - public comment 2/9 agenda item 14-21-0147

EDC COB <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

public comment 2/9 agenda item 14-21-0147

1 message

tracy <tracy.celio@gmail.com> Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 11:24 AM
To: edc.cob@edcgov.us, bosone@edcgov.us, bostwo@edcgov.us, bosthree@edcgov.us, bosfour@edcgov.us,
bosfive@edcgov.us

Public comment 2/9 agenda item 14-21-0147
Please remove this item as a "consent item" to discussion.

I live in district 4 and ask that our BOS not consent to Chris Cockrell's appointment to the veterans committee- or any
county committee. As a resident of El Dorado County, | want to be represented by the best of us, not those who associate
with groups tied to racism, hate and chauvinism. Supervisor Turnboo stated that it is not our job to make any judgement
about Mr. Cockrell as a person. | agree and | don't recommend character assisination or judgement. Actions have
consequences and we must be held accountable for our actions. It is a fact that Mr. Cockrell dressed as Santa for a
Proud Boys event during the holidays.

Ms. Parlin stated that she had concerns about potential character assasination of Mr. Cockrell. It is a fact that Mr. Cockrell
dressed as Santa for a Proud Boys event during the holidays. That action alone, regardless of his intent, should

preclude any involvement on county BOS appointed committee positions. We don't need to know any other details to
preclude him from service and there is no need for further investigations.

The next point that | hope the supervisors will consider is this; when supervisors make appointments and there is
significant community outcry- listen to us. 99% of appointments go without note or outcry because 99% of community
members do not cause concern when placed on committees. To my thinking, this appointment should never have gone
through weeks of discussion. If a person causes a great deal of contention, find someone else.

In light of the capital insurrection, recent altercations in downtown Placerville and overall polarized community | appeal to
you to put the motto into action, "El Dorado County is too great to hate" It's not just a bumper sticker. It's our community
culture and why many of us chose to make this county home.

Thank you for your leadership and setting our trajectory for an inclusive and safe El Dorado County.
Sincerely,

Tracy Celio

4901 Mountain View Dr
Lotus CA 95651

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=35d558a9e7 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A16907938865906087 11&simpl=msg-{%3A16907938865... 1/1



2/4/2021 Edcgov.us Mail - Oppose Cockrell for Veterans Affairs Commission

Oppose Cockrell for Veterans Affairs Commission
1 message

EDC COB <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Sabine Won <sabinedwon@yahoo.com> Thu, Feb 4, 2021 at 2:29 PM

To: edc.cob@edcgov.us
Cc: bostwo@edcgov.us, bosthree@edcgov.us, bosfour@edcgov.us, bosfive@edcgov.us, bosone@edcgov.us

Public comment: February 9, 2021 Meeting Agenda Item 14-21-0147 Consent Calendar District || Appointments. | request

to pull this item to the agenda for discussion.

| am opposed to the appointment of Chris Cockrell to the Veterans Affairs Commission. On December 5, 2020, Chris
Cockrell dressed up as Santa and with a group identified as the “Hangtown Proud Boys” displayed a white power hand
gesture in downtown Placerville. This is offensive and dangerous behavior that should be condemned.

Since this time Mr. Cockrell has NOT denounced the Proud Boys NOR has he denied that he is a member of the
organization. There is ample evidence that Mr. Cockrell follows the Proud Boys both locally and nationally. Mr. Cockrell’s
association with the Proud Boys should be swiftly and unanimously condemned by the board. The Proud Boys have been
identified as one of the players in the January 6, 2021 insurrection at the U. S. Capitol. Because of the violent and
extremist nature of the group, the Proud Boys have been added to Canada’s list of terrorist organizations. NO ONE
affiliated with the Proud Boys should be considered for ANY appointment to ANY county seat.

Perhaps even more concerning is the Board of Supervisor’s attempt to suppress public participation in governance. After
a strong public response in opposition to the nomination of Mr. Cockrell at the January 5, 2021 meeting the Board is now
discussing changing their policy to eliminate the requirement for a board vote to appoint nominees. In essence, each
supervisor appoints whomever they choose to county commission seats with no discussion. This is anti-democratic in
nature and does not reflect the will of the community.

As a resident of San Mateo County, I'm disturbed and outraged that this is even being considered in El Dorado County. |
urge you to NOT give Cockrell a seat on the Veterans Affairs Commission!

Sabine

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=35d558a9e7 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1690805469792551604&simpl=msg-f%3A16908054697 ...
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