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Calif. Dept. of Parks and Recreation 
Office of Grants and Local Services 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 

Attn: Prop. 84 SPP Team: 

Enclosed are two application packets from the El Dorado County Department of Transportation for the 
first round of Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Program (Prop 84) funding. 

The two proposed projects are: 

1) El Dorado Countv Historical Railroad Park & Trail - Requested Grant Amount: $2,694,600 

2) El Dorado Countv Fairgrounds Walker Ball Fields - Requested Grant Amount: $1,737,000 

Thank you for your consideration of these proposed park projects. If you have any questions, please 
contact Tom Fossum of my staff at (530) 621-5982 or thomas.fossum@edcgov.us. 

Sincerely, 

~irdctor of Transportation 
El Dorado County Department of Transportation 

Enclosures 

c: Russ Nygaard, Deputy Director, Facilities Engineering 
Tom Fossum, Supervising Civil Engineer 
Adam Baughman, Senior Planner 
Anne Novotny, Senior Planner 
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Nonprofit Requirements 

 
NOT APPLICABLE 

 
 

El Dorado County is a government entity,  
not a Non-Profit Organization. 
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ITEM 3 

 
Authorizing Resolution 

 
 
 

A draft unsigned resolution is included in this application 
packet. This resolution has been reviewed by County Counsel 
and is on the County Board of Supervisors agenda for approval 
on March 2, 2010.  A copy of the signed Authorizing Resolution 
will be provided after March 2, 2010. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  ____________ 
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL 

DORADO 
 

APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE PARK 
PROGRAM GRANT FUNDS FOR THE EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL 

RAILROAD PARK 
 
WHEREAS, the State Department of Parks and Recreation has been delegated the 
responsibility by the Legislature of the State of California for the administration of the 
Statewide Park Program, setting up necessary procedures governing the Application; and 
 
WHEREAS, said procedures established by the State Department of Parks and Recreation 
require the applicant to certify by resolution the approval of application(s) before submission 
of said application(s) to the State; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of El Dorado will enter into a contract with the State of California to 
complete the grant scope project; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of El Dorado Board of Supervisors 
hereby: 
 
1. Approves the filing of an application for the El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park;  

and 
 
2. Certifies that the County has or will have available, prior to the commencement of any 

work on the project included in this application, the sufficient funds to complete the 
project; and 

 
3. Certifies that the County has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the 

project(s); and 
 

4. Certifies that the County has reviewed, understands, and agrees to the General 
Provisions contained in the contract shown in the Grant Administration Guide; and 

 
5. Delegates the authority to the Director of Transportation or the Chief Administrative 

Officer, as agent of the County of El Dorado, to conduct all negotiations, sign and submit 
all documents including, but not limited to, applications, agreements, amendments, 
payment requests, which may be necessary for completion of the grant scope and 
submission of Statewide Parks funding application(s); and  

 
6. Agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, 

regulations and guidelines. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado at a regular meeting of 
said Board, held on the _______ day of ___________________, 2010, by the following vote of said 
Board: 
 

          Ayes: 
ATTEST 
Suzanne Allen de Sanchez      Noes:    
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors     Absent:    
 
By ______________________________________ ___________________________________________ 
   Deputy Clerk      Chair, Board of Supervisors 
 
I CERTIFY THAT: 
THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT IS A CORRECT COPY OF THE ORIGINAL ON FILE IN THIS OFFICE. 
 
DATE ____________________________________ 
 
ATTEST:  Suzanne Allen de Sanchez, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado, 
State of California 
 
By __________________________________ 
   Deputy Clerk 
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Item 4: Grant Scope 
 

 
Grant Scope:  The County proposes to construct a new 33 acre public park and multi-
use recreational trail in the underserved, unincorporated town of El Dorado, adjacent to 
the El Dorado Community Hall. 
 
The proposed new park and trail will be constructed in phases.  The scope of this grant 
will include the planning, environmental, design and construction of the following 
Recreation Features: 
 

• Park facility – The El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park will be an 
approximately 6.3 acre park area with ADA compliant restrooms, picnic areas 
(with tables & charcoal grills), open space and natural areas.  The park will be 
constructed within the existing Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor 
(SPTC) right of way. 

 
• Non-motorized regional multi-use recreation trail – approximately 2.2 mile 

long extension of the El Dorado Trail, from the west end of the proposed park site 
to Missouri Flat Road.  The trail will be 16-feet wide of which 8-feet will be paved 
asphalt, 3-feet will be unpaved shoulder, and 5-feet will be aggregate base for 
equestrian use.  The trail will be constructed within the existing Sacramento-
Placerville Transportation Corridor (SPTC) right of way. 

 
 
The scope of this grant will also include the planning, environmental, design and 
construction of the following Major Support Amenities: 
 

• Parking lot and Internal Roadways – Approximately 43,500 square-feet of 
asphalt-paved areas will be constructed that will provide access roadways on the 
site and approximately 51 spaces for vehicles, five of which will be ADA spaces.  
The parking lot and access roadways will be a joint-use with the adjacent El 
Dorado Community Hall.   

 
• Depot Information Center – An approximately 540 square foot building which 

will be an accurate reproduction of the historic 1888 Southern Pacific Railroad 
Depot, that once stood on the site, will be located on the proposed park site.  The 
new Depot will be the centerpiece of the proposed park and will provide a place 
for visitor information/services, historical railroad exhibits, a gift shop, and shelter.  

 
• Park Access Road (Oriental Street) – Access to the Park will be via Oriental 

Street which will be widened and repaved from North Street to the park entrance.  
This will require the widening/replacement of the box culvert to accommodate 
turning radii for larger vehicles (e.g. buses and horse trailers) to access the park.  
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• CEQA Compliance Certification Form 
 
• CEQA Initial Study Document 
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Appendix G  
Environmental Checklist Form  

 
 
1.  Project title: El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and El Dorado Trail Extension. 
 
2.    Lead agency name and address:  

County of El Dorado, Department of Transportation 
2850 Fairlane Court 
Placerville, CA  95667 

  
3.   Contact person and phone number:     
 Janet Postlewait   phone:  (530) 621-5993; email address:  janet.postlewait@edcgov.us  
 
4.    Project location: The project is located within the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation 

Corridor (SPTC) right of way  
 
5.    Project sponsor's name and address: 

County of El Dorado, Department of Transportation 
2850 Fairlane Court 
Placerville, CA  95667 

 
6.    General plan designation: The museum and park site is designated both Commercial and 

Medium Density Residential, and the length of the trail is almost entirely Medium Density 
Residential with small areas designated Industrial and Commercial.   

 
7.    Zoning: The entire project is located within the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation 

Corridor (SPTC) ROW.   The museum and park site is zoned Residential Estate 10 (RE-10), 
and the 2.2 acres of trail traverses through RE- 10, Residential one acre (R1A), residential 
half acre R20K) and commercial zoning.  

 
8.   Description of project: The County proposes to construct a new 33 acre public park and 

multi use recreational trail in the underserved, unincorporated town of El Dorado, adjacent to 
the El Dorado Community Hall.  The proposed new park and trail will be constructed in 
phases.  The scope of this grant will include the planning, design and construction of the 
following: 

  
Recreation Features: 
• Non-motorized regional multi-use recreation trail – approximately 2.2 mile extension of 

the El Dorado Trail, from the west end of the proposed park site to Missouri Flat Road.  
The trail will be 16-feet wide of which 8-feet will be paved asphalt, 3-feet unpaved 
shoulder, and 5-feet aggregate base for equestrian use.  The trail will be constructed 
within the existing SPTC right of way and consist of approximately 26.7 acres. 

 
• Park facility – Historic El Dorado Railroad Park will be an approximately 6.3 acre park 

with an ADA compliant restrooms, picnic areas (with tables & charcoal grills), open space 
and natural areas.  The park will be constructed within the existing SPTC right of way. 
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The scope of this grant will also include the planning, design and construction of the following 
Major Support Amenities: 
 
• Parking lot and Internal Roadways – Approximately 43,500 square-feet of asphalt-

paved areas will be constructed that will provide access roadways on the site and 
approximately 51 spaces for vehicles, five of which will be ADA spaces.  The parking lot 
and access roadways will be a joint-use with the adjacent El Dorado Community Hall.   

 
• Depot Information Center – An approximately 540 square foot building which will be an 

accurate reproduction of the historic 1888 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, that once 
stood on the site, will be located on the proposed park site.  The new Depot will be the 
centerpiece of the proposed park and will provide a place for visitor information/services, 
historical railroad exhibits, a gift shop, and shelter.  

 
• Park Access Road (Oriental Street) – Access to the Park will be via Oriental Street 

which will be widened and repaved from North Street to the park entrance.  This will 
require the widening/replacement of the box culvert to accommodate turning radii for 
larger vehicles (e.g. buses and horse trailers) to access the park.  

 
9.    Surrounding land uses and setting: Briefly describe the project's surroundings: The 

museum site is situated 2 blocks from the town of El Dorado.  Existing land uses surrounding 
the proposed project are mostly open fields that border SPTC right of way.  The El Dorado 
Community Center is located one block south of the museum site. 

 
10.    Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 

participation agreement:  The site is located entirely within the SPTC right of way.  In 2002, 
the El Dorado County Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor Master Plan was 
adopted by the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors.   The two main objectives of this plan 
were: 
•    to preserve the railroad right of way for its integration into a county and regional interim, 

multipurpose transportation corridor, which would include trail use; and  
•    protection of the corridor for the potential, future reinstatement of rail service, consistent 

with the national Trails System Act.  
 

Additionally, in 1991, the SPTC-JPA was formed to purchase the rail corridor from the 
Southern Pacific Railroad.  As part of the formation of the SPTC-JPA, each member agency 
approved a reciprocal use and funding Agreement.  A provision of this agreement was that 
each member agency would ensure the integrity of the corridor.  Specifically Section 7 (a) of 
the agreement states that each member can use or transfer corridor land only if the action 
would not cause any reversionary rights in the rail corridor and would not otherwise threaten 
the continuity of any portion of the rail corridor.   

 
This proposal would require demonstration to the SPTC-JPA that the project is consistent with 
the provisions of the reciprocal use and funding agreement. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:  
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at 
least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages.  
 
x   Aesthetics   □   Agriculture Resources  x    Air Quality 
 
x   Biological Resources x   Cultural Resources  x   Geology/Soils 
 
□   Hazards and   □   Hydrology/    □   Land Use Planning 
 Hazardous Materials  Water Quality 
 
□    Mineral Resources x   Noise    □   Population/Housing 
 
□  Public Services □   Recreation    x   Transportation/Traffic 
 
□    Utilities/Services □   Mandatory Findings of Significance 
 
DETERMINATION: 
On the basis of this initial evaluation:  (choose appropriate one) 
 
□ I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, 

and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.  
 
x I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been 
made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
will be prepared.  

 
□ I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.  
 
□ I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 

significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) 
has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on 
attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze 
only the effects that remain to be addressed.  

 
□ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier 
EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been 
avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including 
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing 
further is required. 

 

10-0068.F.16



Statewide Parks Grant Application,                                               ITEM 6, CEQA INITIAL STUDY DOCUMENT 
El Dorado County DOT, 3/1/2010  Page 16 

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:  
1)  A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately 

supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each 
question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources 
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project 
falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based 
on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose 
sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).  

 
2)  All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including both on and off site, 

cumulative and  project-level; indirect and direct; construction and operational impacts.  
 
3)  Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the 

checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than 
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate 
if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more 
"Potentially Significant Impacts" when the determination is made, an EIR is required.  

 
4)  "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation " applies where the incorporation 

of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less 
Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly 
explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from 
"Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced). 

  
5)  Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA 

process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. 
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 

 
a)   Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 
  
b)   Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the checklist were within the 

scope and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and if effects were addressed by mitigation measures from the earlier analysis. 

  
c)   Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures," 

describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier 
document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project. 

  
6)  Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 

sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously 
prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or 
pages where the statement is substantiated. 

  
7)  Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 

individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.  
 
8)  This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, 

lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a 
project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

  
9)  The explanation of each issue should identify:  

a)   The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and  
 b)   The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant 
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CEQA Environmental Checklist 
 

El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and El Dorado Trail Extension 
 
 Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

I. AESTHETICS:  Would the project:      

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality 
of the site and its surroundings?  

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

    

Discussion:  As stated in the 1998 Program EIR for the Sacramento Placerville Transportation Corridor Master Plan 
(SPTC), implementation would result in temporary changes in aesthetic conditions for residences during project 
construction.  Given the graded nature of the corridor and the narrow corridor width, no major grading activities are 
expected that would change the visual nature of the corridor.  Implementation may also result in some fencing and 
landscaping along portions of the corridor and museum site to provide enhanced privacy to residences and add aesthetic 
value to the corridor.   Additionally, any nighttime lighting within the museum area would be shielded to restrict glare.  
Nighttime usage is not expected.  Based on this information, the proposed project is considered to have a less than 
significant impact on aesthetics.   

II. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES:  In determining whether 
impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural 
Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared 
by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to 
use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. Would 
the project: 

    

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural 
use?  

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due 
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use? 

    

Discussion:  No agricultural farmland exists in the project area. 

III. AIR QUALITY:  Where available, the significance criteria 
established by the applicable air quality management or air 
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the 
following determinations. Would the project:  

    

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan?  
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b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to 
an existing or projected air quality violation?  

    

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non- attainment 
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard 
(including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative 
thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?  

    

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of 
people?  

    

f) Create greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to global 
climate change 

    

Discussion:  The project would result in short-term air pollutant emissions from ground disturbance and construction 
vehicle operation.  All activities and equipment will comply with applicable rules and regulations for minimizing 
construction emissions. 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES:  Would the project:     

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means?  

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established 
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use 
of native wildlife nursery sites?  

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance?  

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or 
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

    

Discussion:  Appropriate surveys will be conducted preparation of the CEQA document to determine the level of impact 
upon biological resources, including a wetland delineation and identification of riparian or special species habitat to 
determine if any significant impacts exist. 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES:  Would the project:      

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource as defined in §15064.5?  

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?  

    

10-0068.F.19



Statewide Parks Grant Application,                                               ITEM 6, CEQA INITIAL STUDY DOCUMENT 
El Dorado County DOT, 3/1/2010  Page 19 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside 
of formal cemeteries?  

    

Discussion:  As a museum project, this project is intended to enhance the historical significance of the area.  A cultural 
resource survey will be conducted in preparation for the negative declaration to determine if any historical or cultural 
resources exist on the site, along with any mitigation measures that may be required to reduce potential impacts to less 
than significant.  

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS:  Would the project:      

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the 
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued 
by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and 
Geology Special Publication 42? 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?      

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?     

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially 
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse?  

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of 
the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to 
life or property?  

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water?  

    

Discussion:  Given that this is an existing railroad corridor, it has been previously graded accordingly.  The project would 
require minimal earth moving and trenching and would not result substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil.  All earth 
moving is subject to the uniform Building Code and the County of El Dorado Design and Improvement Standards Manual, 
as well as the Grading Ordinance.  

VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  Would the 
project:  

    

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials?  

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment?  

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter 
mile of an existing or proposed school?  
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d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area?  

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area?  

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan?  

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury 
or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands?  

    

Discussion:  The project would not result in the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances or materials and 
would not pose a reasonably foreseeable risk of upset or accident conditions.  All standards and government codes will 
be identified and adhered to with preparation of the CEQA Negative Declaration.  

VIII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY:  Would the project:     

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements?  

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would 
be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support 
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits have been 
granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site?  

    

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site?  

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?  

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?      

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as 
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map?  

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which 
would impede or redirect flood flows?  

    

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury 
or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the 
failure of a levee or dam?  
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j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow     

Discussion:  All standards and government codes will be identified and adhered to with preparation of the CEQA Negative 
Declaration.  The project would not result in the use or degradation of surface or groundwater supplies.  Best 
management practices for controlling stormwater runoff from disturbed areas during construction would be utilized.  

IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING:  Would the project:     

a) Physically divide an established community?      

b)Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation 
of an agency with jurisdiction over the project  (including, but not 
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect?  

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or 
natural community conservation plan?  

    

Discussion:  The project is consistent with the El Dorado County General Plan as well as the 2003 SPTC Master Plan.   

X. MINERAL RESOURCES:  Would the project:      

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource 
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the 
state?  

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, 
specific plan or other land use plan?  

    

Discussion:  No known mineral resources are available on the site.   

XI. NOISE:  Would the project result in:      

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in 
excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?  

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?  

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in 
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?  

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the 
project?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

Discussion:  Project construction would result in short-term noise generation from equipment and vehicles which are not 
anticipated to adversely affect sensitive groups.  Additionally, a noise study will be conducted to determine if any noise 
level standards are exceeded.  This is a potential impact. 

XII. POPULATION AND HOUSING:  Would the project:      
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a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) 
or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)?  

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere?  

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?  

    

Discussion:  This project will not induce population growth, nor will it displace any existing population.  

XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES:     

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services:  

    

Fire protection?     

Police protection?     

Schools?     

Parks?     

Other public facilities?     

Discussion:  All standards regarding public services will be adhered to.  Regarding parks, this project will provide a park in 
an area of the county that is underserved with relation to park amenities. 

XIV. RECREATION:     

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood 
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might 
have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

    

Discussion:  This project will create a new park in an area of the county that is under served in recreational facilities. 

XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC:  Would the project:     

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to 
the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e., 
result in substantial increase in either the number of vehicle 
trips, volume to capacity ratio, or congestion at intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service 
standard established by the county congestion management 
agency for designated roads or highways? 
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c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including increase in 
traffic levels or change in location resulting in safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., 
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses 
(e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?     

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting 
alternative transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

    

Discussion:  All standards and policies relative to traffic congestions, safety and parking will be analyzed and adhered to 
with preparation of the MND to determine the level of significance for any potential impacts.   

XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS:  Would the project:     

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, 
the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water 
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste? 

    

Discussion:  All standards and policies relative to utilities and service systems will be analyzed and adhered to with 
preparation of the MND to determine the level of significance for any potential impacts.   

XVII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE     

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of 
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or prehistory? 
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b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? (Cumulatively considerable 
means that incremental effects are considerable when viewed in 
connection with effects of past projects, effects of other current 
projects, and effects of probable future projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 
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Item 6: Plan for CEQA Compliance 
 
 

 
• Timeline  
 

The CEQA compliance for the proposed Project will be a one-step process: 
 

Step     Estimated Completion Date 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 9/30/2011 (based on assumption that the date 

of the grant award announcement will be 
9/30/2010).  Actual CEQA compliance 
completion date will be within one year after 
the actual date of the GRANT award 
announcement. 

  
 
• Total estimated cost for CEQA compliance:  $75,000 
 
 
• An explanation of any obstacles that may delay CEQA compliance:  Not Applicable 
 

No obstacles are anticipated that may delay CEQA compliance. 
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 COUNTY OF EL DORADO                 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATEWIDE PARKS DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 
 GRANT APPLICATION, 3/1/2010 

 
EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 

ITEM 7 
 

Land Tenure Requirement 
 
 

• Land Tenure Form 
 

• Reciprocal Use and Funding Agreement 
 

• Joint Powers Authority Agreement 
 

• Easement Agreement 
 

• Grant Deed 
 

• Quitclaim Deed 
  

 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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APPLICANTS must complete this form when the PROJECT does not involve ACQUISITION and 
the site is not owned by the APPLICANT in fee simple.  Indicate the page numbers where 
the following information can be found in the agreement. 
 

 Type of agreements: Reciprocal Use and Funding Agreement (RUFA), Joint 
Powers Agreement (JPA), Easement Agreement (EA), Grant Deed, Quitclaim Deed 
• Identify the type of agreement, such as a lease, joint powers agreement, 

easement, memorandum of understanding, etc. 
 

 Parties to the signed agreement ...............RUFA Found on page(s) 1, 15, 16 &17 
• Highlight the sections which identify the parties to the agreement.  (App pg, 28,) 
• The agreement must be signed by all parties.                                  Pgs. 42–46) 

 
 Term of the agreement……………………...JPA Found on page(s) 2 (App pg. 81)  

• All GRANT amounts up to $1,000,000 require at least 20 years of land tenure. 
• All GRANT amounts greater than $1,000,000 require at least 30 years of land 

tenure.  (See JPA Section 5) 
• OGALS will start counting the 20 or 30 year land tenure requirement from the 

APPROPRIATION DATE. 
 

 Renewal clause ....................................................................Found on page(s) N/A  
• The renewal clause must include an option (which can be non-binding) for the 

APPLICANT/GRANTEE to renew the agreement beyond the original 20 or 30 year 
term requirement.   

 
 Termination (revocability)……RUFA Found on page(s) 4 & 5 (App pgs. 31-32) 

Any of the following is acceptable: 
• No termination clause - the agreement is non-revocable. (See RUFA Section 7) 
• The termination clause may specify that the agreement is revocable for 

breach of the agreement/for cause. 
• The termination clause may specify that the agreement is revocable by 

mutual consent. 
The following is not acceptable: A termination clause that allows the land owner to 
revoke the agreement without cause (at will) will not be approved. 

 
 Site Control Roles and Responsibilities RUFA & EA Found on page(s) 3 (RUFA  

 Section 4) and EA Section 2, pages 1 & 2; (App pgs 30, 114, 115) 
• The APPLICANT must have the authority to construct, operate, and maintain 

the PROJECT in accordance with the CONTRACT provisions. 
 

 Roles and responsibilities…EA Found on page(s) 2 & 3 (Sect. 4); App pgs 115-116 
• The agreement must authorize the APPLICANT to proceed with the 

construction PROJECT.  The APPLICANT may delegate construction to other 
entities. 

• The agreement gives APPLICANT permission to operate the PROJECT site 
(such as scheduling recreational programs).  The APPLICANT may delegate 
operational roles to other entities.   

• The agreement identifies which entity is responsible for maintenance of the 
PROJECT site.  Entities other than the APPLICANT may have this role. 
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EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 

ITEM 8 
 

Assessor’s Parcel Map and  
Willing Seller Letter 

 
NOT APPLICABLE 
 

(For Acquisition Projects Only) 
 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 

 
ITEM 9 

 
Sub-Leases or Agreements 

 
 

NOT APPLICABLE 
 
 

All applicable Agreements are included in Item 7  
(Land Tenure Requirement) 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 

 
ITEM 10 

 
• Concept Level Site Plan 

 
• Rendering by Anova Architects 

 
 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 

 
ITEM 11 

 
Project Maps 

 
 

• Project Location Map 
 

• Project Aerial Maps 
 

• El Dorado Trail Map 
 

• Community Fact Finder Report 
 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail 
 

Project Location Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado Trail to be improved as part of this application 
El Dorado Trail, recently completed 
El Dorado Trail, future improvement 
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El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail

Statewide Parks Grant Application, ITEM 11, Project Aerial Map
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El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park

Statewide Parks Grant Application, ITEM 11, Project Aerial Map
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Project Site

This is your Community FactFinder report for
the project you have defined.  Please refer to
your Project ID in any future communications
about this project.

Project ID: 6922

Date created: February 24, 2010

County: El Dorado

City: Diamond Springs

Coordinates: 38.703631, -120.827122

Total Population: 470

Median Household
Income:

$45,342

Number of people
below poverty line:

53

Park acreage: 0.00

Park acres per 1,000
population:

0.00

All numbers above have been calculated based on a ½
mile radius from the point location of your project. 
Demographics are figured by averaging population
numbers over selected census block groups and using
the percent of the block group within the project circle
to determine the actual counts. 

Parks and park acres are based on best available source
information but may not always contain exact
boundaries or all parks in specific locations.  Parks
acreage does not include major lakes or ocean.  Users
can send update information to: 
parkupdates@parks.ca.gov

Data Sources:
Demographics - Claritas Pop-Facts, block group level (Apr. 2008)
Parks - Calif. Protected Areas Database v. 1.3 (Aug. 2009)
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ITEM 12 
 

Photos of the Project Site 
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Access to Park from Pleasant Valley Rd Entrance to Park / Community Hall

Park Project Site facing southwest El Dorado Community Hall  facing southeast
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Park Project Site facing west Bus Loop / Drop-off

Park Project Site facing north

El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail

Park Project Site facing east
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Park Project Site facing northeast Park Project Site facing east

West end of Park Project Site Park Project Site facing southwest

El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail
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End of Park Site, Begin Trail Site Trail Site crossing Blanchard Road

East end Trail Site at Missouri Flat Rd End proposed Trail at existing Trail

El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail
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EL DORADO COUNTY HISTORICAL RAILROAD PARK & TRAIL 

 
 
 

ITEM 13 
 

Project Selection Criteria 
 

 
1. Critical Lack of Park Space 
2. Significant Poverty 
3. Type of Project 
4. Community Based Planning 
5. Sustainable Techniques 
6. Project Funding 
7. Fees and Hours of Operation 
8. Youth Outdoor Learning Employment or 

Volunteer Opportunities 
9. Community Challenges and Project Benefits 

 
 

 
 
   

MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
2441 Headington Road 
Placerville CA 95667 
Phone: (530) 642-4909 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 

JAMES W. WARE, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

 
Internet Web Site: 

http://co.el-dorado.ca.us/dot

          MAIN OFFICE
          2850 Fairlane Court

          Placerville CA 95667
          Phone: (530) 621-5900

          Fax: (530) 626-0387
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1. Critical Lack of Park Space  (0-18 points) 

The ratio of usable park space per 1,000 residents within proximity of the project site 

according to the “California State Parks Community Fact Finder” report is: 0 acres per 

1,000 population (see Item 11, page 182). 

2.  Significant Poverty  (0-18 points) 

A. The median household income within proximity of the project site according to the 

“California State Parks Community Fact Finder” report is:  $45,342  

B. The number of families living below the poverty within proximity of the project site 

according to the “California State Parks Community Fact Finder” report is:  53  

3.  Type of Project  (0-12 points) 

A. CREATE A NEW PARK  (12 points)  

1) What was the use of the PROJECT property before the APPROPRIATION DATE? 

Before the appropriation date of July 1, 2009, the Project property was used as a 

railroad corridor by the Southern Pacific Railway Corporation.  The Placerville Branch of 

the Southern Pacific Railroad was used primarily by the logging industry to move timber 

to their lumber mills. Until diesel trucking took over and the logging railroads closed 

down in the 1950’s, the Placerville Branch was then used to transport the county’s fruit 

crop and dairy products to Sacramento. The Southern Pacific “El Dorado” Depot, which 

was built in 1888, was located on the Project property and served both as a passenger 

and a freight depot. Southern Pacific continued to operate the Placerville Branch until its 

last service in 1986. In 1991, the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor 

(SPTC) Joint Powers Authority was formed to purchase the Placerville Branch from the 

Southern Pacific Railway Corporation, under the National Trails System Act (Rails-to-
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Trails), to preserve the continuity of the transportation and recreational benefits of the 

corridor.    

2) Is the PROJECT property ADJACENT to an existing PARK?   

No, the nearest park is Placerville City Park over 4 miles from the Project property.   

3) How will the PROJECT create a portion of OPEN SPACE? 

The proposed Project will include 27 acres of Open Space with a multi-use recreational 

trail specifically designed for active outdoor recreation for walking, bicycling and 

horseback riding. The trail will run parallel to the existing railway track, and passes 

through existing natural areas with many mature trees and native plants.  

4.  Community Based Planning (0-18 points) 

A. How many MEETINGS occurred in the CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY 
and why were they convenient for the RESIDENTS? Respond to the following:   

 
Use this format to list the type and location, time, and date of each meeting that 
occurred in the CRITICALLY UNERSERVED COMMUNITY. 
 

Meeting 
No. Meeting Type 

Venue, 
Address (see 

next table) 
Time 

am-pm 
Day of 
Week 

Date/ 
Year 

1 El Dorado Trail Opening 13 10 am Sat 9/29/07 
2 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 2/12/08 
3 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 3/4/08 
4 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 3/25/08 
5 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 4/1/08 
6 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm  Tue 4/15/08 
7 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 5/6/08 
8 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 5/20/08 
9 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 6/3/08 

10 El Dorado/Diamond Springs CSD Meeting 3 7 pm Tue 6/17/08 
11 El Dorado Railroad Park Open House 12 10 am Sat 11/8/08 
12 El Dorado Railroad Park Open House 12 10 am Sat 11/15/08 
13 El Dorado Hills Library Wednesday 

Forum 
9 10 am Wed 1/7/09 

14 Real Estate Agents Continuing Education 1 1 pm Tue 5/12/09 
15 El Dorado County Fair 5 10 am to 

8 pm 
Thu – 
Sun 

6/18/09 - 
6/21/09 

16 Historical Museum Commission 6 1 pm Fri 6/26/09 
17 El Dorado Railroad Park Open House 12 11 am Fri – 

Sat 
7/24/09 - 
7/25/09 
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18 Historical Museum Commission 6 1 pm Fri 7/24/09 
19 El Dorado County Parks & Recreation 

Commission 
7 10 am Thu 8/6/09 

20 SPTC JPA Board Meeting 11 9 am Mon 8/10/09 
21 El Dorado Township Merchants Outreach 12 4 pm Thu 8/13/09 
22 El Dorado Farmers Market 8 5 pm Thu 8/13/09 
23 El Dorado Township Merchants Outreach 12 4 pm Thu 8/20/09 
24 El Dorado Farmers Market 8 5 pm Thu 8/20/09 
25 El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 4 9 am Tue 8/25/09 
26 El Dorado Farmers Market 8 5 pm Thu 9/3/09 
27 Folsom El Dorado Sacramento Railroad 

Association Annual Meeting 
10 6:30 pm Wed 10/14/09 

28 El Dorado County Historical Society 
Annual Meeting 

2 12 pm Sat 12/12/09 

 
 Twenty-eight (28) public meetings were conveniently held during the past two years at 

thirteen (13) different venues, primarily located in the critically underserved town of El Dorado, 

concerning the proposed Project during the past two years. The table above lists the public 

meetings held, in chronological order, from 9/27/07 to 12/19/09.  

Venue 
No. 

Venue Address/Location 

1 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints 

3431 Hacienda Way, Cameron Park, CA 95682 

2 Cold Springs Country Club 6500 Clubhouse Drive, Placerville, CA 95667 
3 Diamond Springs-El Dorado Fire 

Protection District 
501 Pleasant Valley Rd, Diamond Springs, CA  95619 

4 El Dorado County Board of 
Supervisors Chambers 

330 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA  95667 

5 El Dorado County Fairgrounds 100 Placerville Dr, Placerville, CA  95667 
6 El Dorado County Historical 

Museum 
104 Placerville Dr, Placerville, CA  95667 

7 El Dorado County Parks & 
Recreation Commission 

3000 Fairlane Ct, Placerville, CA  95667 

8 El Dorado Farmers Market 
 

corner of Oriental St and Pleasant Valley Rd 
El Dorado, CA  95623 

9 El Dorado Hills Library 7455 Silva Valley Pkwy, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 
10 Folsom City Chamber of 

Commerce 
200 Wool St, Folsom, CA  95630 

11 Folsom City Public Library 411 Stafford St, Folsom, CA  95630 
12 Proposed Park site north end of Oriental St, El Dorado, CA 95623 
13 On the SPTC, east of the 

proposed Park site 
north end of Oriental St, El Dorado, CA 95623 
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Describe how the MEETING locations and times were convenient for RESIDENTS lacking 
transportation and with various employment and family schedules.   
 

Many of the public meetings were held in the town of El Dorado and nearby town of 

Diamond Springs.  Most of the meetings were held on weekday evenings to accommodate 

residents who work during the day.  Meetings were also held on some weekends during the 

day to provide more opportunities for residents with other schedules or who do not or are 

unable to attend weekday evening meetings.  Some meetings were also held at the 

proposed Project site so residents could easily walk from their home to these meetings.  

Other meetings were also held in the City of Placerville which is accessible via public 

transit.  All meetings were open to the public. 

B.   For each MEETING listed in the response to 4-A above, what method(s) did the 
APPLICANT or partnering community based organization(s) use to invite RESIDENTS?  In 
the combined set of MEETINGS, was there a BROAD REPRESENTATION of 
RESIDENTS?  

 
The public was notified using various methods including: flyers, newspaper notices, 

website postings, e-mail notices, and with strong advocacy group participation – verbal 

word-of-mouth invitations were also used to get the word out to the various public 

meetings as indicated in the table below.  There was a broad representation of 

residents as described in the table below. 

MEETING 
No. 

Description of the method(s) 
used to invite RESIDENTS to this 
MEETING. (see list of seven 
examples below) 

Number of 
RESIDENTS 
who 
participated in 
this MEETING. 

General description of the 
RESIDENTS (youth, seniors, 
families or other groups) 
who participated in this 
MEETING.   

1 Flyers, Newspaper, website 35 El Dorado residents and 
trail users, hikers, 
bicyclists, equestrians, 
families 

2 Invitations and notices to area 
residents and community leaders 
interested in establishing a 
Regional Park in Diamond 

12 County commissioners, El 
Dorado and Diamond 
Springs residents, and 
recreation leaders (e.g. 
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Springs and El Dorado little league coach) 
3 Same as #2 with the addition of 

the Historical Railroad Park 
concept on the agenda 

15 Same as #2 

4 Same as #3 12 Same as #2 
5 Same as #3 with the addition of 

El Dorado as an underserved 
area without parks on the 
agenda 

9 Same as #2 

6 Same as #3 with the addition of 
availability of property for parks 
on the agenda 

9 Same as #2 

7 Same as #3 with the addition of 
other community service needs 

10 Same as #2 

8 Same as #7 9 Same as #2 
9 Same as #7 11 Same as #2 
10 Same as #7 8 Same as #2 

11 & 12 Email and verbal invitations with 
concept drawing, photo display, 
and information table, speeder 
car ride 

30 Families, railroad buffs, 
area business owners, 
County dept. director, 
member of Trails Advisory 
Committee and member of 
Parks & Rec. Commission 

13 Website and newspaper notice 10 Area residents 
14 Invitation with description of 

program 
30 El Dorado County real 

estate agents 
15 Wide-spread advertising for the 

Fair; signs, banners and flyers 
inviting Fair-goers to see the 
Museum which included an 
information table and concept 
drawing of the Railroad Park.  

1200 Families, seniors, youth, 
local residents and out of 
area  

16 Public posting of agenda with 
discussion of Railroad Park as an 
item on the agenda 

9 Museum commissioners, 
county staff, Historical 
Society President 

17 Email and verbal invitations with 
table of information on the Park, 
concept drawing, and 
description. 

25 Museum Commissioners, 
volunteers, area business 
owners, area families  

18 Public posting of agenda with 
approval of Railroad Park as an 
action item on the agenda 

9 Museum commissioners, 
county staff 

19 Public posting of agenda with 
Railroad Park on the agenda 

10 Commissioners, county 
staff 

20 Public posting of agenda with 
Railroad Park on the agenda 

20 Board members, JPA 
staff, trail users in the JPA 
area: (Sacramento, 
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County of Sacramento, 
Folsom, El Dorado 
County, Light Rail) 

21 Email and verbal invitations with 
a walking tour of proposed park 
area and handout materials 

12 Area business owners 

22 Flyers, newspaper notices, Farm 
Trails publications for the Market, 
with a table with concept plan 
and handout materials available 

45 Merchants, area residents 

23 Email and verbal invitations with 
a walking tour of proposed park 
area and handout materials 

12 Area business owners 

24 Flyers, newspaper notices, Farm 
Trails publications for the Market, 
with a table of information, one 
on one discussion about the 
concept plan and invitation to 
comment and provide feedback 
on the plan for the Railroad Park  

35 Merchants, area residents 

25 Public posting of the agenda, 
website, newspaper notice with 
approval of the Railroad Park on 
the agenda 

24 County Supervisors, staff, 
county residents and 
business owners 

26 Flyers, newspaper notices, Farm 
Trails publications for the Market, 
with a table of information on 
“GeoToursim” including one on 
one discussion about the 
concept plan and invitation to 
comment and provide feedback 
on the plan for the Railroad Park  

35 County tourism staff, 
Merchants, area residents 

27 Written, email invitation, 
Association newsletter 

12 Members of the 
Association and their 
guests 

28 Two area newspaper 
advertisements, Historical 
Society Newsletter identifying the 
topic to be presented 

35 Members of the Historical 
Society and their guests, 
interested area residents 
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C. During the MEETINGS that occurred in the CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY, how were 
the RESIDENTS enabled to DESIGN the PARK using goals1-3?  Structure the response by 
answering the bullets under each goal below. 

 
 Goal 1:  The residents worked together to identify and prioritize recreation features that 

best meet their needs, and reached a general agreement on the type and design of the 
recreation feature(s) included in the proposed project. 

 
• Selection of the recreation feature(s):   

Describe the process that enabled the residents to identify, prioritize, and then select, 
recreation feature(s) for the proposed project. 
 

The proposed multi-use trail recreation feature was the direct outcome of the 

El Dorado County Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor (SPTC) Master 

Plan developed after the formation of the SPTC Joint Powers Authority (SPTC-JPA).  

In July 1991, the SPTC-JPA was formed to purchase the Placerville Branch from 

Southern Pacific Railway Corporation.  The four agencies of the SPTC-JPA are: 

County of El Dorado, County of Sacramento, City of Folsom, and Sacramento 

Regional Transit District.  The purchase was completed in September 1996.  At the 

time the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors agreed to participate in the 

purchase, County staff was directed to prepare a draft Master Plan that would 

identify alternatives for near-term use of the corridor.  The SPTC Master Plan was 

developed in a cooperative process, over a two-year period.  The first edition of the 

Master Plan was finalized in February 2003. 

The SPTC Master Plan was developed with public input from two distinct 

groups of varying preferences: 1) A Community Advisory Committee, including area 

residents, owners of the property along or near the corridor, advocacy groups that 

support one or more use concepts, and other area residents; and 2) A Steering 

Committee of El Dorado County and other local agency representatives  In addition 
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to working closely with these two committees, several additional public outreach 

programs were utilized from the inception to maximize public input and awareness. 

From the early community meetings, a set of “guiding principles” was 

developed for the preparation of the SPTC Master Plan.  Some of the principles of 

relevance to the proposed El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park and Trail are: 

1) The Master Plan process must be open and interactive with the community, 2) 

historic aspects of the corridor must be preserved, 3) The Master Plan must not 

jeopardize the commitment to preserve the corridor for potential, future reactivation 

of rail service, 4) the Master Plan must place a high priority on the safety of 

neighboring residents and potential users. 

The SPTC Master Plan identifies multiple uses for the preserved corridor 

including excursion trains, bicycle, pedestrian and equestrian trails, and utility 

easements  The SPTC Master Plan contains by use a majority of the “El Dorado 

Trail,” a planned concept for a regional trail that spans the entire length of El Dorado 

County from the western county line to Lake Tahoe.  The SPTC Master Plan does 

not establish priorities implementation schedules but does note that: “Projects will be 

developed as useable segments.  That is, the result of each project should be 

usable and independent from the need for future projects.  Moreover, projects 

should be proposed with thought given to connectivity, continuity, and consistency 

with existing projects.” (SPTC Master Plan, VIII. Plan Implementation and Phasing, 

page 38).    

El Dorado County has a Board adopted Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) 

which has established priorities for the development of certain segments of the 

SPTC usable for bicycle transportation.  Twenty-eight (28) of the 53 miles of the 
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SPTC purchased by the SPTC-JPA are within El Dorado County, milepost 119.4 (El 

Dorado/Sacramento County line to milepost 147.6 at Apex, on the west end of 

Placerville.  The width of the right-of-way varies from as narrow as 66 feet wide to as 

wide as 225 feet.  The BTP was developed with community input from the voluntary 

County Bicycle Advisory Committee and County Trails Advisory Committee.  The 

SPTC El Dorado Trail segment from Ray Lawyer Drive to Missouri Flat Road is on 

the highest priority list of Tier 1 projects identified in the BTP. This Class I bike path 

was recently constructed (in 2009) on this 2.6 mile segment.  The next priority 

segment of the SPTC is the proposed 3.3 mile segment from Missouri Flat Road to 

Motherlode Drive.  Approximately 2.2 miles of this second priority segment of the 

SPTC El Dorado Trail is included in the proposed Project for this Statewide Parks 

grant application (see Item 11, page 181 for a map of the El Dorado Trail.) 

 The proposed historical railroad park was conceptually formed in the early 1990s 

by the County’s Historical Museum staff and volunteers to address the need for 

additional space to preserve, display and operate the County’s historically valuable 

railroad artifacts.  Museum staff and volunteers identified potential sites, including 

several located along the SPTC.   

At a meeting of the El Dorado County Parks and Recreation Commission in the 

summer of 2007, the idea of a park in the town of El Dorado with a railroad theme was 

presented.  The railroad park idea, with its superb location and accessibility, was well 

received by the Commissioners who suggested that it would fit in their discussions 

about the need for a regional park in the El Dorado/Diamond Springs area.  Museum 

volunteers and staff then proceeded to bring a rough conceptual drawing to the 

attention of local residents and community groups for input, suggestions, and feedback. 
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Twenty-eight public meetings were held during the past two years and the 

concept plan for the railroad park has evolved as a result of those meetings and the 

public input received.  County Museum volunteers contributed approximately 16,500 

hours of volunteer service during the 2008/2009 fiscal year.  Out of the 80 or museum 

volunteers, there are currently about 25 active volunteers dedicated to developing the 

railroad park and restoring historical railroad artifacts. A formal proposal of the railroad 

park was developed and a draft was presented to the El Dorado County Historical 

Museum Commission in May 2009.  After incorporating comments from the 

Commissioners, the proposal was finalized August 6, 2009 and presented to the SPTC-

JPA on Aug. 10, 2009 and then to the County Board of Supervisors on August 25, 2009.  

The County Board of Supervisors directed the Department of Transportation and  

Museum staff to work together on the development of the site plan and to obtain funding 

for the El Dorado County Historical Railroad Park. 

• Design of the recreation feature(s): 
Describe the process that enabled the residents to provide design ideas for the 
selected recreation feature(s).  List the residents’ ideas that will be included in the 
design of the recreation feature(s).  
 
 The concept drawing with the proposed features were shown at the various 

public meetings noted above.  Ideas from residents that will be included in the design: 

1) multi-use trail to accommodate bicycle, pedestrian and equestrian use, 2) 

reproduction of the Historic El Dorado Depot for use as an information center and to 

display historical railroad exhibits and artifacts, 3) trail information such as maps of the 

El Dorado Trail, and community events, 4) picnic area, 5) clean and well-lit restroom 

facilities, 6) improved parking, 7) lighting, and 8) ADA accessibility. 
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Goal 2:  The residents engaged in a process to reach a general agreement on the location 
of the recreation feature(s) within the park. 
 
• Location of the RECREATION FEATURE(S) within the PARK: 

Describe the process that enabled the RESIDENTS to express their preferences for the 
location of the RECREATION FEATURE(S) within the PARK.   List the reasons that will be 
used for the location of the RECREATION FEATURE(S) within the PARK. 
 
 Public meetings were held at the site where residents were asked for their 

preferences for the location of the recreation features within the park. The existing 

location of the unpaved trail and original historical railroad track are already in place.  

The location of the other recreation features is limited due to the topography, existing 

locations of the track and trail, and narrow parcel. The public expressed a strong 

preference to locate the reproduction Depot building on the footprint of the original El 

Dorado Depot.  There is a level area near a seasonal creek that was identified as the 

preferred location for the picnic area. 

Goal 3:  The RESIDENTS engaged in a process to provide other PARK DESIGN ideas, including 
solutions for safe public use, and PARK beautification such as landscaping and public art. 
 
• Safety and PARK beautification: 

Describe the process that enabled the RESIDENTS to provide PARK DESIGN ideas for safe 
public use and PARK beautification.  List the RESIDENTS’ ideas that will be included in the 
proposed PROJECT. 
 
 At the various public meetings that were held, residents provided the following 

ideas for safe public use and park beatification:  1) pave the trail and provide paved 

ADA accessible pathways to the trail and picnic area to accommodate the needs of 

seniors, disabled individuals, and children in strollers; 2) provide outdoor lighting of 

walkways and parking areas, 3) currently, the site is full of weeds and dirt and is 

unusable space; adding paved walkways and landscaping, will beautify the park space, 

creating an attractive place for trail users to stop and rest, and for residents to come and 

enjoy the open space.    
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5.  Sustainable Techniques  (0-11 points) 
 

Describe how the PROJECT will provide efficient use of water and other natural resources 
by answering the following:  
 
A. How will the PROJECT include the following sustainable techniques?  
 

1.  Use of water efficient irrigation system that includes a rain sensor and soil moisture 
meter, or on-site water recycling that reduces potable water consumption.  

 
2.  Incorporate pervious surfaces or other technique(s) such as bio-swales or grading to 

capture storm water for infiltration or irrigation or cleanse storm water before 
release.  

 
3.  At least 10% of the materials for PROJECT construction will consist of recycled 

materials, or construction waste will be minimized by the separation and recycling of 
recoverable materials generated during construction.  

 
4.  Landscaping that excludes the use of invasive plants and instead features drought 

tolerant or climate appropriate non-invasive native turf, trees, shrubs, plants, and 
ground cover, and minimizes the use of toxic pesticides and inorganic fertilizers.  

 
Use the following format to list and describe each sustainable technique in response to      
A above. 
 
5-A Sustainable 
Technique 

Description of the sustainable technique 

Water Efficient Irrigation The proposed park will utilize both rain sensors and soil 
meters to deliver the proper amount of water. 

Oil / Water separators The proposed project will incorporate oil / water separators 
and interceptor vaults in the storm water drainage network.  
This will allow any oil or sediment pollutants to separate 
from the runoff before being discharged into the offsite 
drainage network and environmentally sensitive areas. 

Use of at least 10% 
recycled materials  

The proposed project will use at least 10% recycled 
materials.  This is primarily due to salvaging of onsite dirt 
removed with grading will be reused to fill other areas on the 
proposed project site.  Additionally, recreational amenities 
such as picnic tables, etc will be obtained from recycled 
sources or materials.  Finally, any other onsite materials, 
such as fencing, will be reused whenever possible. 

Drought-tolerant 
landscaping 

The proposed project will include a native and drought-
tolerant planting palate to maximize the transplantation 
success rate, minimize water usage, eliminate the need for 
pesticides and fertilizers, and minimize maintenance costs of 
the landscaping. 
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B. How will the PROJECT include other energy, water, and natural resource conservation 
techniques that are not listed in question A above?   

Use the following format to list and describe each sustainable technique in response to 
B above. 

5-B Sustainable 
Technique 

Description of the sustainable technique 

Low-flow water fixtures Low-flow water fixtures installed in restrooms to reduce 
water consumption 

Energy efficient outdoor 
lighting 

Outdoor walkways and parking lot lighting will be LED, 
Induction, or other energy-efficient lighting. 

Natural lighting in 
buildings 

Skylights and other natural lighting techniques will be used 
in the proposed structures, wherever possible, to reduce the 
need for interior lighting. 

Cooling/heating system 
efficiency 

The buildings for the project will be equipped with High 
Efficiency (90% or higher) HVAC systems to reduce energy 
usage. 

Comprehensive building 
insulation 

The buildings will be insulated to a standard at minimum 
20% higher then required by code. 

 

6. Project Funding (0 points)  

Describe how the requested GRANT and additional COMMITTED FUNDS, if any, will meet 
all costs needed to complete the PROJECT by answering the following:  
 
A. Will the requested GRANT plus the additional COMMITTED FUNDS (if any) meet all 

costs needed to complete the PROJECT, or are additional funds needed?  
 

Yes, the requested grant amount is anticipated to meet all costs needed to complete 

the proposed project.  The project cost estimate was prepared by a licensed civil 

engineer in the State of California, experienced with park development and 

construction costs.   

If additional funds are needed, explain when the funds may be COMMITTED, and 
identify the funding source(s) and amount(s).  
 
 No additional funds are anticipated to be needed to construct the proposed project.  

The cost estimate includes some contingency for future cost increases. 
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7. Fees and Hours of Operation  (5 points)  

Describe how youth, seniors, and families affected by poverty will have DAILY ACCESS by 
answering the following:  
 
A. What will be the Monday through Sunday hours of operation to accommodate various 

needs of youth, seniors, and families?   
 

The proposed park and trail will be open to the public daily during daylight hours 

(dawn to dusk).  Additionally, the Depot facility will be equipped with indoor lighting 

to allow night use of the facility for special events.  Outdoor lighting of sidewalks and 

parking areas will be provided to enhance the safety for pedestrians and motorists 

traveling through the park during the evening. 

B. Will youth, seniors, and families be charged entrance or membership fees? If so, list 
each fee, identify if the fee is daily, weekly, or monthly, and explain why the fee will not 
prevent DAILY ACCESS for youth, seniors, and families affected by poverty.   

 
The public will not be charged a fee to use the proposed park/trail.  Access to the park 

will not be closed at anytime.  However, the Depot and restroom facilities will have 

designated hours when open to the public. The future Railroad Museum may have a 

suggested donation box.  The future rolling stock may have a fee to defray operating 

costs.  The Railroad Museum and other railroad features are beyond the scope of this 

proposed Project.  Other funding will be sought by the County Railroad Museum. 

8. Youth Outdoor Learning Employment or Volunteer Opportunities (3 points) 

Describe how the PROJECT will include employment or volunteer OUTDOOR LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES for the RESIDENTS, CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS, or 
CERTIFIED LOCAL CONSERVATION CORPS members by using the format below to 
answer A and B:  
 
A. What types of employment or volunteer OUTDOOR LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES will 

be available for RESIDENTS or corps members during the planning phase (see criteria 
# 4 above) or by PROJECT COMPLETION (such as landscaping or creating public art)?    

 
B. How many RESIDENTS or corps members will receive the employment or volunteer 

OUTDOOR LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?   
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Use the following format to answer A and B above: 
 

A B 
Brief Description of the Employment or Volunteer Outdoor 
Learning Opportunity 

# of Residents or 
corp members 

Pre-construction site preparation (clearing and grubbing), 
Employment, California Conservation Corps 

50 

Landscaping, Employment, California Conservation Corps 50 
Planting trees, volunteer, local middle and high school 
students & local El Dorado Trade School students 

200 

Natural habitat restoration, volunteer, local middle and high 
school students 

100 

Public art, volunteer, local residents & middle/high school 
students 

50 

 

9. Community Challenges and Project Benefits (0-15 points)  
 

Describe the CHALLENGES in the CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY that 
contribute to the urgent need for a NEW PARK or NEW RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES, describe the PROJECT’s benefits, and describe the APPLICANT’S 
abilities to deliver the PROJECT to the CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY by 
answering the following questions:  

 
A. What CHALLENGES are present within the CRITICALLY UNDERSERVED 

COMMUNITY that contributes to the need for a NEW PARK or NEW RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES?   
 

Lack of Space:  The community of El Dorado is one of the oldest mining settlements in the 

County with the town itself being California Historical Landmark #486.  In the mid 1800’s, El 

Dorado became the center of a mining district and a crossroads for freight and stagecoach 

lines.  The town was developed around the needs of the miners with little planning or vision 

for the future as a balanced community.  Consequently, no space was designated for public 

recreation, and even today the closest land zoned for recreational uses is over 2 miles 

away and meant to serve (in the future) nearby Diamond Springs.  The closest developed 

park is over 4 miles away in the City of Placerville.  Despite this inconvenience, the town of 

El Dorado and the area along the El Dorado Trail is heavily residential and lacks any 

common open space for public use.  The surrounding area is essentially built out with 
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commercial and residential development leaving only the former railroad corridor as a 

viable location for a park and trail.  The proposed project is consistent with future use 

designated in the SPTC Master Plan and would provide open space for free public outdoor 

recreation in an area that lacks such amenities. 

Lack of Existing Facilities:  As mentioned above, there are no developed parks or trail 

systems within the vicinity of the project site.  The Placerville Area Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan was recently finished and included public input over the past several years.  

When asked, in written and online surveys, what additional park facilities were desired by 

the public, the most commonly selected facilities were walking and biking trails.  In the 

vicinity of the proposed project, there are no designated walking and biking trails except for 

the completed portions of the El Dorado Trail itself.  At the public workshops held for the 

Master Plan document development, the public identified “Hiking, Equestrian, and Bike 

Trails” along with “New Park Land” as the top two responses to the question of how limited 

resources should be allocated for parks and programs.  The proposed project would 

directly address these two directives by extending the El Dorado Trail another 2.2 miles 

and providing a new park destination at the western end.   

Lack of Funding:  As with many jurisdictions, funding for parks and recreation is scarce.  

Due to the recent economic downturn, the County in particular was forced to significantly 

down-size through layoffs of County employees and elimination and absorption of County 

departments.  The County’s Parks Division of the General Services Department was 

dissolved and its functions were assimilated into the Department of Transportation.  

Despite this, the County remains committed to providing useful parks and recreation areas 

to its citizens as evidenced by the recent completion of an additional 2.5 mile stretch of the 

El Dorado Trail (Forni Road to Missouri Flat Road portion). The County has also contracted 
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with Foothill Associates to develop the much needed County Parks and Trails Master Plan 

which should be available later this year.  Finally, the County is developing a Capital 

Improvement Plan (CIP) specifically to budget for Parks and Recreation related facilities as 

identified and prioritized in the forthcoming Master Plan. The County put funding for these 

efforts aside many years ago and a large portion of the funds for the recently completed El 

Dorado Trail segment was obtained through grant funding.  The County’s only mechanism 

to obtain funding for the construction of new parks and trails is through collection of Quimby 

Fees.  This does not typically cover the whole cost to develop new facilities and most 

developers take the “in-lieu” option of providing park land/open space on their project site.  

Unfortunately, these parks are small and usually only provide for the residents of the new 

development, leaving older developed communities with no new park land.  Additionally, if 

there is no new development proposed in the area of a wanted project, Quimby Fees do 

little to provide new parkland to critically underserved communities such as El Dorado 

townsite.  However, the County does collect funds through property taxes and user fees for 

an Accumulated Capital Outlay (ACO) account to provide for maintenance of all parks and 

trails.  Consequently, the County has relied heavily on grant opportunities to provide 

funding for the construction of new parks and trails.  

Significant Poverty:  A study conducted by the California Food Policy Advocates (2002) 

ranked El Dorado County as a whole 52nd out of 58 counties in California in poverty and 

55th in child poverty.  Proximate to the proposed project and as indicated by the 

Community Fact Finder report, the community adjacent to the proposed project 

experiences significant poverty with more than 50 families living below the poverty line.  

The eastern end of the proposed trail extension begins near the Gold Country Retirement 

Center, a 14 acre campus providing Independent Living, Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing, 
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and Memory Care for seniors living on fixed incomes.  These seniors have very few free 

facilities for recreation nearby.  The proposed project would provide a free trail, accessible 

to all ages and abilities that leads to a new park with picnic tables and areas to relax and 

enjoy the natural setting.  Additionally, children from the nearby Herbert Green Middle 

School could easily ride bikes from school down the trail to the park and the future railroad 

exhibit planned for the site for free. 

At-Risk Youth:  The proposed project is located in an area where some children are 

considered to be “at risk” (youth who are abused, suicidal, experiencing school failure, 

runaway or thrown out of their home, or engaging in delinquent behavior).  The park portion 

of the proposed project is located adjacent to the El Dorado Trade School, a vocational, 

academic, and social skills school for at-risk children grades 7 to 12.  The proposed project 

would provide free outdoor recreation and history curriculum to youths from this facility in 

addition to area residents to advance their educational development. 

Low Property Values:  The proposed project is located in an area where property values 

have plummeted significantly.  Land values in nearby Placerville have dropped 40% in the 

past 5 years and 13% in the past year alone according to Zillow.com.  The Trust for Public 

Lands states studies in a wide range of urban areas have documented increases in real 

estate value for residences located near parks, with increments in real estate value 

attributed to individual parks ranging into millions of dollars.  

B. How will the PROJECT benefit the health and quality of life for youth, seniors, and 
families by improving the community’s recreational, social, cultural, educational, and 
environmental conditions?  

 
Provides Recreation Space:  The proposed project will provide approximately 33 acres of 

space to recreate in an area with 0 acres of existing parkland per 1,000 residents.  The 

project site lies directly adjacent to, and within easy walking distance of, Herbert Green 
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Middle School, El Dorado Trade School, and Gold Country Retirement Center.  The project 

will provide 2.2 miles of multi-purpose trail, accessible to all age groups and abilities, for 

which to walk, run, ride bicycles, and ride horses.  The project will be the only designated 

park space in the Town of El Dorado and improves the only designated trail for all to use.  

The County has policies that require connection of future development with pedestrian and 

non-vehicular access, which would build on the trail network established by this project. 

Increased Health:  The project will directly benefit the health of local residents of all ages 

by providing a free space to recreate and exercise.  Parks, such as the proposed project, 

provide children with opportunities for play, which is critical in the development of muscle 

strength and coordination, language, and cognitive abilities. A landmark report by the U.S. 

surgeon general in 1996 found that people who engage in regular physical activity benefit 

from reduced risk of premature death; reduced risk of coronary heart disease, 

hypertension, colon cancer, and non-insulin-dependent diabetes; improved maintenance of 

muscle strength, joint structure, and joint function; reduced body weight and favorable 

redistribution of body fat; improved physical functioning if they suffer from poor health; and 

healthier cardiovascular, respiratory, and endocrine systems.  One of the greatest 

challenges facing American youth today is childhood obesity. American children have 

become more and more sedentary driven by such cultural norms as computer usage, 

television watching, and video game playing.  The National Center for Chronic Disease 

Prevention and Health Promotion estimates Childhood Obesity has more than tripled in the 

past 30 years. The prevalence of obesity among children aged 6 to 11 years increased 

from 6.5% in 1980 to 19.6% in 2008. The prevalence of obesity among adolescents aged 

12 to 19 years increased from 5.0% to 18.1%.  The Center for Disease Control identifies 

addressing physical activity and increasing opportunities for children to engage in physical 
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activity, along with healthy diets, as the best ways to combat childhood obesity.  With its 

closeness to multiple senior and educational centers, the site will be accessible to all ages 

and abilities and will contribute to the overall health and well being of nearby residents.  

The County envisions bicycle field trip excursions from local schools along the proposed 

trail ending at the proposed park where, in the future, there will be actual historic railroad 

rolling stock and exhibits commemorating the history of the Town of El Dorado. 

Enhanced Quality of Life:  Studies collected by the Trust for Public Lands have shown 

that parks build healthy communities by creating stable neighborhoods and strengthening 

community development. Residents of neighborhoods with public common spaces enjoy 

stronger social ties creating “social capital”.  When people work together in a community to 

create a park, they get to know one another, trust one another, and look out for one 

another, and are invested in maintaining the project properly.  Community groups that have 

directly contributed to the public development of this project include: El Dorado County 

Historical Museum Commission, El Dorado County Historical Society Board, El Dorado 

County Trails Advisory Committee, El Dorado Merchants Association, El Dorado Museum 

Foundation, El Dorado Western Railway Foundation, Friends of Diamond Springs and El 

Dorado Community National Pony Express Association, Town of El Dorado Community 

Hall Association, Trails Now!  Not only is the proposed project the culmination of years of 

input by the public, its construction will afford the public the opportunity to volunteer and be 

a part in creating a community asset that all may enjoy.  The County envisions many 

volunteer opportunities from these groups and local residents during the construction phase 

of development. 
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Increased Social Opportunities:  The project will provide an all-ages, all-abilities multi-

purpose trail and park in an area that currently has none.  The El Dorado townsite area is 

devoid of pedestrian friendly facilities such as sidewalks and trails. As previously 

mentioned, there is no designated park in the Town of El Dorado.  The project will provide a 

much-need common area in which the residents can congregate and socialize, and 

exercise together.  In addition to the physical benefits of regular exercise, studies from the 

US Department of Health and Human Services have shown regular physical activity 

reduces feelings of stress, depression, and anxiety and promotes psychological well-being.  

A study by the University of Illinois (1998) showed that residents of neighborhoods with 

greenery in common spaces are more likely to enjoy stronger social ties than those who 

live surrounded by barren concrete.  The proposed Depot/information center and picnic 

tables will provide an area for groups to meet and enjoy the setting.  Additionally, the 

project will provide an outdoor area for events such as Farmer’s Markets and other events 

associated with the adjacent El Dorado Community Hall. 

Increased Cultural Opportunities:  The proposed park and trail are located in one of the 

most historic places in El Dorado County’s early development.  The El Dorado community 

was one of the first gold mining towns in the State of California, and was located at the hub 

of the transportation network between the “Gold Country” and San Francisco.  The El 

Dorado Trail parallels the historic Sacramento Valley, Central Valley, and Southern Pacific 

Railroad route.  Residents of all ages will experience the same route and views that early 

pioneers experienced in the formative days of the Town of El Dorado (Mud Springs).  The 

project seeks to capture this history and make it accessible to the public.  In addition to 

retracing the historic railroad route, the project will produce a historically accurate 

reproduction of the El Dorado Depot (originally built in 1888).  In future phases of the 
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project, the El Dorado County Historical Museum will relocate restored locomotives and 

rolling stock to the site to offer hands-on experiences of railroad history.  The County 

anticipates historical markers and historically-significant artifacts to be located around the 

park for the public to enjoy.  

Increased Educational Opportunities:  In concert with the cultural opportunities of the 

site, the proposed project will provide educational opportunities to area residents.  

Information about the history of El Dorado County’s early development from the Native 

Americans to miners to the stagecoach and railroad will be displayed in the 

Depot/information center and kiosks along the trail and park area.  The project itself would 

serve as an example of energy-efficient design with its low-energy consuming lighting, solar 

panels, drought tolerant landscaping species, and low-flow water fixtures.  In future phases 

of the project, once the historic railroad artifacts are brought to the site, the County 

envisions demonstrations and exhibits by local volunteers and docents recounting El 

Dorado’s place in railroad and Gold Rush history.  The County anticipates the trail and park 

as a field-trip destination for local school children to further their education and experience 

the history of the area for free. 

Increased Environmental Protection/Benefits:  The project site contains large areas of 

exposed earth adjacent to the railroad track and along the entire length of the unimproved 

trail.  The rail corridor was originally constructed in the 1800’s solely for the use of the 

railroad, so a secure foundation for the trains, drainage away from the track, and clearance 

from surrounding vegetation were the sole priorities.  The project site has essentially 

remained in this state with little alteration ever since.  Drainage is currently allowed to flow 

through the areas of exposed earth and into the creek untreated.  Storm water collects in 

various places throughout the site and does not clear for days after storm events.  In 
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addition, the site has been used for illegal dumping and littering as the area is secluded and 

forgotten.  The proposed use of the corridor as a multi-purpose trail and park requires much 

different priorities and infrastructure.  The project proposes to regrade the site to achieve 

proper drainage and install landscaping and revegetation of exposed areas to both beautify 

and stabilize eroding areas.  Proper storm drainage using oil / water separators will be 

installed to filter runoff and protect environmentally sensitive areas.  Additionally, the 

increased landscaping and trees will provide some habitat for local fauna and serve to 

beautify the area.  The project itself will be energy efficient using solar and natural lighting, 

low-flow water fixtures, rain sensors on irrigation, high-efficiency insulation, and energy-

efficient heating and cooling systems.  Finally, since most vicinity residents already must 

take vehicular transit to get to the next closest park, the project would eliminate the need 

for these trips, contributing to increased air quality, reduce car5on emissions and 

decreased energy consumption. 

Increased Property Values:  Many studies have shown that parks, open space, and 

recreation areas increase the values of surrounding properties.  A study by Bolitzer & 

Netusil, (2000) indicated that a 1 to 3% increase in property values within 1,500 feet of an 

urban park is average.  A study by Miller (2001) suggests the amount is as much as 22%.  

While the potential amount of property value increase due to the proposed project is 

unknown, it is safe to assume that development of the site as a free public recreational 

amenity would have a positive impact on surrounding land values. 

Increased Safety:  The project will regrade the site and redesign the drainage 

infrastructure to eliminate the ponding that occurs throughout the project site.  Lighting is 

planned throughout the park area to ensure safety of park patrons. 
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C. What administrative and operational experience or capacity does the APPLICANT have 
to ensure PROJECT COMPLETION and long term operation and maintenance of the 
PROJECT?   

 
As mentioned above, all of the duties of the former County Parks and Recreation 

Department are now the duties of the Department of Transportation.  DOT is responsible 

for construction and maintenance of the County’s various parks and recreation facilities.  

DOT currently maintains three large County parks, in addition to all County roadways, 

County facilities, and the El Dorado and Rubicon Trails.  DOT has a long-standing tradition 

of delivering construction and capital improvement projects in a timely manner and within 

budget.  DOT is currently developing a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) specifically for 

parks development, similar to the CIP for roadway projects.  As part of the Parks CIP, 

funding for long term maintenance and operation of recreational facilities is identified. 

Our Project Manager is a licensed civil engineer with over 25 years experience delivering 

projects such as this in multiple public jurisdictions.  As mentioned above, our most recent 

recreational project, the 2.5 mile Forni Road to Missouri Flat Road extension of the El 

Dorado Trail, was selected for the 2009 Sacramento Area Council of Governments 

(SACOG) Salutes! Special Recognition award winner and was additionally selected by the 

Sacramento Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers to receive their 2009 

History and Heritage Project of the Year award. 
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