
What Is The 56 
Acres Project? 

A collaboration between 
the City of South Lake 

Tahoe, El Dorado County, 
and the California Tahoe 
Conservancy to create a 

signature recreation and 
civic space in the heart of 

South Lake Tahoe 
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Presentation Notes
The property contains some of the largest remaining public open spaces within the city limits. It hosts a variety of existing features, including various recreational facilities, a campground, a museum, highway frontage, and a scenic lakefront park. The master plan will provide a comprehensive strategy for the project site, facilities, and programs; it’s highly important to get the community’s input in order to develop a plan that is responsive to the community’s needs. 



Context 
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The site is in the heart of South Lake Tahoe on a mix of City and County land. The site is bordered on the north by Lake Tahoe, on the east by Rufus Allen Blvd, and a residential neighborhood, on the south is the Al Tahoe Ballfields, Middle School, Boys and Girls Club and another residential neighborhood, to the west is Highway 50 and Harrison Avement commercial district. Highway 50 bisects the site.



What Is The Rec Center Project? 
The planning and design of a 
NEW community center to 
potentially include:  
• Aquatics 
• Fitness 
• Gymnasium 
• Running track 
• Senior space 
• Meeting, multipurpose, and 

classroom space  

www.cityofslt.us/217/Rec-Complex 
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Separate projects but collaborative team – different funding sources and project leads.
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How Do The Two Projects Relate? 
Recreation Center:  
• Programming 
• Design 
• Construction  

 
of the new multigenerational 
recreation and aquatics 
building is the first 
implementation project of 56 
Acres MP 
 
 

56 Acres Master Plan:  
• Coordinating with the Rec 

Center project for building 
location and outdoor program 

• MP includes additional 
recommendations for entire 
site’s:  
• Trails 
• Recreation uses 
• Civic uses 
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Noted above.



Team Meetings 
• Bi-weekly meetings 

run by Design 
Workshop since 
October with the City, 
County, and 
California Tahoe 
Conservancy  

Attendees Include: 
• City: John Hitchcock, Lauren 

Thomaselli, Jim Marino, Faye-
Marie Pekar, Courtney Weiche 

• County: Vickie Sanders, 
Brendan Ferry, Jennifer 
Franich  

• CTC: Jen Greenberg, Scott 
Cecchi 
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Biweekly team meetings hosted by Design Workshop with City of South Lake Tahoe, El Dorado County, and California Tahoe Conservancy



Stakeholder Input 
Individual web meetings occurred with: 
• Lake Tahoe Historical Society 
• Tahoe Art League 
• Library 
• City Parks and Recreation Commission 
• County Parks and Recreation Commission 
• Senior Center/  
 El Dorado County Commission on Aging 
• City Staff 
• County Staff 
• Local Business Owners 
• Potential Donors 
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Individual stakeholder meetings were conducted through the month of December to gain a better understanding of needs and concerns of the project. 



Public Input 
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For full results of public input and a virtual site tour visit the Storymap: https://arcg.is/S91Tj




Process & Schedule 
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We have completed the visioning and site program portion of the master plan. We are now developing site design alternatives to be presented to the public on January 20th. By spring of 2021 we will have a preferred master plan concept that will then receive environmental review with approvals in the fall of 2021 – moving the Rec Center forward as the first project. 
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