


5 March 2021
To: The El Dorado County Board of Supervisors

From: Stephen M. Tann, MD
The Crush Pad/Boar’s Nest Vignoble
7401 Fairplay Rd.
Somerset, CA 95684

re: Opposition to Dollar General at Gray’s Corner

Dear El Dorado County Board of Supervisors:

I pen this statement to add my name to the growing list of concerned property and business
owners in the Fairplay AVA who strongly oppose Dollar General’s effort to open one of its
stores in the Gray’s Corner area of Fairplay Road.

| have owned the property at 7401 Fairplay Road since the summer of 2016. Here, we have a
vacation rental cottage which provides accommodation primarily to guests who come to the
Fairplay AVA to experience our vineyards and our wines. We have 8 acres of grapes, that are
used each year to make exceptional wines which we are proud to say are beautifully
representative of the Fairplay winemaking region.

Over the last 5 years, we have invested a significant amount of time, resources, and money into
improving, expanding, and beautifying our property. We plan to continue to invest our
resources into the property and the area, as we truly believe in the potential of the Fairplay
AVA to continue to develop and blossom into a superior wine producing region.

We know firsthand, from our many loyal guests, that what brings them to Fairplay, and keeps
them coming back, is not just the wonderful wines, but the quiet, natural beauty and charm of
the area. Over and over, we receive comments from our guests about how wonderful they feel
our area of the world is, because what they find there is non-commercialism: small businesses
and wineries where they can meet and interact with the people who live, work, cook, bake,
brew, and make wines there. The gentler pace, the accessibility and affability of the
winemakers and their crews, the natural and preserved beauty, the small businesses which
have grown significantly in just the last few years .... these are things that make our community
exceptional and unique, and this is what our guests tell us again and again. This all would
absolutely be threatened by the introduction onto the doorstep of our community a formula
driven, corporate ‘box store’ like Dollar General.



| completely agree with the sentiments put forth in the letter to you from the Fairplay Winery
Association: the presence of a Dollar General would put our small businesses in the Fairplay
AVA at a severe disadvantage, and would threaten many, if not all, of them, ours included. As
someone who hosts guests in a cottage on Fairplay Road, | am particularly sensitive to the
safety concerns raised in the FPWA's letter, which is supported by evidence that shows the
serious risk for increased drug and gun violence that accompanies the introduction of a Dollar
General store. This is absolutely not what we want or need within a short distance of our area’s
finest vineyards and guest accommodations.

In my view, the ethos of the Fairplay AVA, of our community of winemakers and
hostesses/hosts and cooks and grape growers and grape tenders, is one of small, local,
personal, unpretentious care and attention for what we do and how we care for those who
make the effort to visit us. | believe, as do my friends and colleagues in the FPWA, that smali
businesses in Fairplay are beginning to thrive and grow, as is the production of superior wines
which represent our area very well on the world stage. | believe we will continue to do so, if
given the right nurturing and opportunity.

I ... we ... implore the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors to stop the efforts of Dollar
General to bring one of its stores to Gray’s Corner, and in so doing, to show its support for, and
confidence in, Fairplay’s dedicated, passionate, and forward-looking small business and
property owners.

With respect and gratitude,

Stephen M. Tann, MD

Crush Pad vacation rental

Boar’s Nest Vignoble

Fairplay Rd, Somerset

member, Fairplay Winery Association












Aloha N. Adams
2810 Gillespie Road
P. O. Box 365, Cool, CA 95614
Cell 530-320-0887
Email: adams2810@sbcglobal.net

March 5, 2021

edc.cob@edcgov.us

El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Lane

Placerville, CA 95667

RE: Urgency Ordinance 5140
Honorable Board Members:

As a native and resident of Cool, and on behalf of the Cool Pilot Hill Advisory Committee, I
strongly support adoption of interim restrictions on the establishment of Formula Businesses.
The Ordinance is proposed for Rural Centers in El Dorado County, which includes the Town of
Cool, as well as 29 other Rural Centers.

The adoption of this Ordinance is critical for the survival of small mom and pop businesses
throughout El Dorado County, that rely on local trade to stay in business, they do not need the
competition of chain stores. We do NOT need, nor do we want a series of chain stores in this
county. El Dorado County consists of mainly rural areas that are attractive to the local residents
we are not interested in chain stores taking over our areas.
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[ personally disagree with the comment that this urgency ordinance will not apply to the Dollar
General in Cool, because that application is deemed complete. In my opinion this
application is NOT complete because we have yet to see the results of the EIR. Please take
this into consideration in your deliberations.

Thank you for your considerations.
Sincerely yours,

Aloha Adams
Chair,CPHAC
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Somerset.
We are requesting assistance, appealing from the bottom of our heart and soul to ask for

your help. The plans to build this new store have been kept very private in order to prevent
community uproar. We only found out from a concerned neighbor who posted it on our
local community social media page. We find the building plans have been submitted.
Perhaps some have nothing against Dollar General, but this location is not in keeping with
our desired rural lifestyle. It will have a huge detrimental effect on the value of our homes,
and the problems these stores bring will negatively impact our quiet community. The
negative effects will far outweigh any positive benefit this location could provide.

Our community is primarily Rural Residential and Ag zoned. It is a highly desired area that
has easy access to the Sacramento area and for our tourist trade who frequent our

Thriving_Viticulture in Fairplay and the surrounding areas. Our wine-tasting rooms are

beautiful upscale lovely places to visit where folks can enjoy a quiet afternoon wine-
tasting, enjoying our beautiful weather with the occasional herd of deer or flock of turkeys
grazing nearby.

Our area is alive with an abundance of deer, bear, turkey, mountain lions, possum, skunks,
raccoon and even the bald eagle. The environmental impact alone will be disastrous. Wild
animals are attracted to trash, smells, and lights. A store like this in our area will attract all
kinds of wild things trying to cross the road. Our coveted "NIGHT SKY" will disappear
especially for all the local homes within the sphere of the bright lights of the store’s parking
lot and interior. We are loathe to imagine the sounds of delivery trucks, forklifts, pallet
jacks, air brakes while trying to enjoy a lovely afternoon on the deck watching the clouds
go by or missing the next perfect night for stargazing because of the light pollution.

After doing some research, | find even more objections to this “chain store”. They target
the low income, disadvantaged, the elderly, and disabled with what seems to be “cheap
goods” that are packaged in low quantity but at higher prices. None of the money goes
back into the community, the employee turnover is huge and it operates with few
employees and no security. These stores become magnets for the poor, they are drawn to

them.

How in 1.4 acres of land do you build a 10,000 sg. ft. store, drill a well, install a septic
system and leach field and parking lot with ample space for at least 40 ft. of truck and
trailer?

How do you protect the water supply? Where is the environmental impact report?
Imagine the drone of a reefer truck, air brakes, people driving in and out of the parking lot,
increased traffic, probably a stop sign and then a traffic light at Fairplay and Mt. Aukum
road, car crashes impacting our struggling fire district and sheriff department. Daily trash
trucks, alarms going off. Trash left by tourists... please, | implore you....

Not here and not for us.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALdeOzXezBSO3PNSzZyVQOVsRJLI6X7hQXpObPTVquPLha7dSd/u/O?ik=35d558a9e7&view=pt&search=al|&permt. .. 2/4
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Proposed Building of the Dollar General Store at 6715 Fairplay Rd Somerset,
CA 95684

Permit Number 0337520 County of El Dorado

Dear El Dorado County Board of Supervisors;

Thank you for taking the time to read this—and to hopefully support us in our
mission to stop Dollar General from building another new store, but in our tiny
rural neighborhood. The small scrap of dirt intended for this store is less than 1.5
acres and is almost on top of one home and it will be in the middle of 3-4 other
private residences. Dollar General has a vast history of driving established
businesses out of business. It would be in direct competition to Gray’s next door,
which is established, Somerset Market, which also has a long history and the
Mt. Aukum store and hardware which has also been in the area for a very long
time. It will be directly across the street from Pioneer Park, a stone's throw to
Pioneer Bible Church and both the Elementary and Jr Hi School. Maybe this is
the attraction but...This is our town! We moved here for the quiet! We moved
here for the star-filled dark nights. We moved her for the sound of the wind in the
pine trees. We calculated, measured, and decided- this is a good distance from
the city for our families. These are people's homes, where they are raising their
families, living a quiet life in safe rural South County away from Lights, Noise,
Traffic, Stores, and Commercial Districts, The place where we know our
neighbors by name. We made a life decision to be away from the commercial
zones, noise, hustle and bustle to live and enjoy peace in the quietness of
Somerset.

We are requesting assistance, appealing from the bottom of our heart and soul
to ask for your help. The plans to build this new store have been kept very
private in order to prevent community uproar. We only found out from a
concerned neighbor who posted it on our local community social media page.
We find the building plans have been submitted.

Perhaps some have nothing against Dollar General, but this location is not in
keeping with our desired rural lifestyle. It will have a huge detrimental effect on
the value of our homes, and the problems these stores bring will negatively
impact our quiet community. The negative effects will far outweigh any positive
benefit this location could provide.

Our community is primarily Rural Residential and Ag zoned. It is a highly desired
area that has easy access to the Sacramento area and for our tourist trade who




frequent our Thriving Viticulture in Fairplay and the surrounding areas. Our
winetasting rooms are beautiful upscale lovely places to visit where folks can
enjoy a quiet afternoon wine-tasting, enjoying our beautiful weather with the
occasional herd of deer or flock of turkeys grazing nearby.

Our area is alive with an abundance of deer, bear, turkey, mountain lions,
possum, skunks, raccoon and even the bald eagle. The environmental impact
alone will be disastrous. Wild animals are attracted to trash, smells, and lights. A
store like this in our area will attract all kinds of wild things trying to cross the
road. Our coveted "NIGHT SKY" will disappear especially for all the local homes
within the sphere of the bright lights of the store's parking lot and interior. We are
loathe to imagine the sounds of delivery trucks, forklifts, pallet jacks, air brakes
while trying to enjoy a lovely afternoon on the deck watching the clouds go by or
missing the next perfect night for stargazing because of the light pollution.

After doing some research, | find even more objections to this “chain store”.
They target the low income, disadvantaged, the elderly, and disabled with what
seems to be “‘cheap goods” that are packaged in low quantity but at higher
prices. None of the money goes back into the community, the employee
turnover is huge and it operates with few employees and no security. These
stores become magnets for the poor, they are drawn to them.

How in 1.4 acres of land do you build a 10,000 sq. ft. store, drill a well, install a
septic system and leach field and parking lot with ample space for at least 40 ft.
of truck and trailer?

How do you protect the water supply? Where is the environmental impact
report?

Imagine the drone of a reefer truck, air brakes, people driving in and out of the
parking lot, increased traffic, probably a stop sign and then a traffic light at
Fairplay and Mt. Aukum road, car crashes impacting our struggling fire district
and sheriff department. Daily trash trucks, alarms going off. Trash left by
tourists... please, | implore you....

Not here and not for us.

Carolyn Holmes








































































































































March 8, 2021

edc.cob@edcgov.us

El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Lane

Placerville, CA 95667

RE: Urgency Ordinance 5140
Honorable Board Members:

Those of us who live and work in the county’s more rural areas are naturally protective of our
chosen lifestyle. There is value in designated rural areas having written design guidelines that
are consistent with the local character of the area.

Since the adoption of the General Plan, there has been adequate time and county resources
available for rural centers and rural regions to adopt community action plans including design
reviews for proposed developments. Some rural areas have, and most have not. When rural
communities have no adopted written guidelines, development is often subject to a developer’s
preference or the personal and subjective interpretations from many individuals.

Both developers and rural residents benefit from written community design guidelines. In their
absence we have zoning regulations.

Prior to the adoption of our General Plan, rural regions and rural centers conducted community
meetings regarding land use. The communities understood the importance of leaving a limited
supply of commercial property in their region where future business could locate. There is only a
small fraction of commercially zoned property in rural areas. Zoning regulations incorporated the
communities’ intended land use.

Property owners should be able to reply on designated zoning laws. Zoning provides a
homebuilder the security of knowing they can build a home in a residentially zone neighborhood
as it should for an owner of a commercial property making the decision what is allowed “by
right” to build.

Absent written design standards, government should not decide what style home a builder will
be allowed to build on their property, and it is alarming when government decides what type of
business should be permitted to build on a property that has been so entitled.

There are reasonable arguments for the regulation of formula business in downtown areas or
communities who have adopted design standards. Those arguments have less merit when there
are no downtown or other designed historical commercial districts or when no other efforts have
been undertaken to protect its distinctive character.

There is no evidence that a single general store in Fairplay or Cool “will hamper and irreparably
impact the County’s goal of a diverse business base” as referenced in the Draft Ordinance.
There is little diverse business in Fairplay, and the community is not serviced by a general store.



The reality of the marketplace is that a formula business has access to capital and resources
that isn't normally available to local independents. County development/building regulations,
impact and permitting fees and lawsuits are a financial obstacle to building anything, anywhere,
by anyone. However, a formula business generally has the resources required. When locals are
financially unable or unwilling to open or build in an allowed commercially zoned areas, there
should be economically viable alternatives.

There is also no evidence requiring an urgency ordinance “for the immediate preservation of the
public health, safety and welfare.” If a formula business is prohibited from opening in Fair Play, it
is unlikely that another will. How many other pending applications are there from formula
businesses looking to open in Fairplay or other rural areas? Certainly not enough to jeopardize
the county’s health, safety, and welfare. This proposed urgency ordinance appears to be in
response to a single application for a General Store. If so, it is discriminatory.

County land policies should be consistent and equal. They should not be arbitrarily changed to
reflect special interest or political favor. It sets a poor precedent when property owners cannot
rely on the county’s existing zoning and adopted land use regulations.

Respectfully,

Ken Calhoon
Pilot Hill
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County of El Dorado Clerk of the Board <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Urgency Ordinance 5140

1 message

Jeannette Maynard <jeannette.maynard@yahoo.com> Mon, Mar 8, 2021 at 3:55 PM
To: Edc Cob <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

Dear Clerk of the Board,
| strongly oppose chain stores doing business in the rural areas of El Dorado County.

Thus, | strongly support the proposed ordinance to restrict Formula Businesses in El Dorado County’s Rural
Centers.

Please forward my email to the five EDC Supervisors. Thank you very much.

Respectfully,

Jeannette Maynard

District 2 Resident

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zXezB503PNSzZyVQOVsRJLIEX7ThQXpObPTVuZvPLha7dSd/u/0?ik=35d558a9e7 &view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/1



