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Tom Meyer <thomas.meyer@edcgov.us>

Fwd: California Governor Signs A.B. 45 Into Law

Economic Development <economic.development@edcgov.us> Tue, Oct 12, 2021 at 11:59 AM
To: Tom Meyer <tom.meyer@edcgov.us>, Kyle Zimbelman <kyle.zimbelman@edcgov.us>

Public Comment??

County of El Dorado - Planning and Building Department
Economic Development Division

www.elevatetoeldorado.com

2850 Fairlane Court

Placerville, CA 95667

Main Phone: (530) 621-5595 | Fax: (530) 626-5730

A Great Place to Live, Work & Play

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: David Harde <davidharde123@gmail.com>

Date: Tue, Oct 12, 2021 at 11:36 AM

Subject: Fwd: California Governor Signs A.B. 45 Into Law
To: <Economic.Development@edcgov.us>

Hi CEDAC,

Good news with the affirmation of Hemp in California by A.B.45! Now El Dorado
County can participate with confidence in implementing a Hemp Cultivation
Program and nurturing the County Hemp Industry establishment in 2022. The
Ag Commission will review An Industrial Hemp Pilot Program Proposal this
Wednesday.

One of the Key points of the Recommendation that needs reexamination and
change is Key Point VI:

Fees and Bond for destruction plan. Rather than immediately establishing a fee
structure, | would recommend monitoring only during the first year of the Pilot
Program in 2022, for the following reasons:
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1. “Hot “ crops are not statically significant nationally, as only 8% of all Hemp
planted resulted as “Hot'. In 2022, | would estimate only myself and a few
others would be willing to cultivate Industrial Hemp. In 2019 and 2020, there
were no incidents of in-county “hot’ crops. There will be no large acreages
cultivated here, therefore no large problems.

2. The integrity of the grower as a responsible farmer should be recognized in
good faith by the County.

3. The CDFA Hemp Cultivation Regulations already include this destruction
plan and execution requirement. An additional costly, county requirement is
redundant.

4. The industry is undeveloped, biomass prices are low and El Dorado County
has injured the development momentum of the industry. In addition to the few
that will participate, the immediate increase of fees and growing expenses will
injure the Industrial Hemp Industry’s establishment. Therefore, rather than
immediately setting fees, a monitoring to inform policy and regulations during
and/or after the pilot program based on feedback and data is best followed in
2022.

In addition, | am in agreement that the El Dorado County Agricultural
Department is best trained and experienced to administer this future program.

Thank you!
Best,

David Harde
Heart Hemp

Reference to A.B. 45:
https://www.hempgrower.com/article/california-governor-signs-ab-45-into-law-
legalize-ingestible-cbd-products/
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