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RF EMISSIONS COMPLIANCE REPORT 

Crown Castle on behalf of Verizon Wireless 

Crown Castle Site Name: SA143 Rt 50 & Forni Rd. 
Crown Castle Site BU Number: 827149 

Verizon Wireless Site Name: Placerville Sheriff Reio 
Verizon Wireless Location Number: 536532 

3170 Gold Nugget Way 
Placerville, CA 

1/22/2021 

Report Status: 

Verizon Wireless Is Compliant 

8618 Westwood Center Drive 

Suite 315 

M.lcbael Fischer, P.E. 
Registered Professional Engineer (Elecnical) 

Califon1fa License umbe1· 22921 
Expires September 30, 2021 

Signed 22 January 2021 

Prepared By: 

Site Safe, LLC 

Vienna, VA 2.2182 Voice: 703-276-1100 

Fax: 703-276-1169 
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Placerville Sheriff Relo
Currently Existing Site Coverage

Signal Coverage

(temporary site)

CUP-R21-0008 Exhibit J: Site Coverage Maps
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Placerville Sheriff Relo
Current existing site coverage and without Placerville Sheriff Colt

Signal Coverage

(temporary site)
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Placerville Sheriff Relo
Current existing site coverage and with Placerville Relo

Signal Coverage
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S96-0004-RlT -Mobile 
Administrator/October 7, 2009 
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pnor 
to 
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S96-0004-RlT-Mobile 
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18. 

1.1 
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or 
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5 

rOl[)o~;ea use is "''"',0 ......... '" ...... ,''' D1er]mitted 

S:\DISCRETIONARy\s\1996\S96-0004R\s96..Q004-R Conditions Findings Final.doc 
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September 8, 2021 

Applicant: 
Crown Castle 
Placerville Sheriff 
BU 827149 

Alternative Site Analysis – CUP-R21-0008 

Background: 

A planning application was submitted on behalf of Crown Castle to replace an 
existing 60’ tall wireless communications tower at an existing wireless 
communications facility with a new 90’ tall, multi-carrier tower.  Installing towers 
that support multiple wireless carriers decreases the need for additional towers in 
the same area.   

Terrain in this area of Placerville consists of rolling hills and valleys 
The location of this facility is optimal based on its relative elevation and provides 
voice, data and 911 emergency communications to the area.  Coverage includes both 
east and west US50 and residents to the south of US 50 as well as residents to the 
north of US 50.  This facility also provides coverage to the El Dorado Co. Jail and 
EL Dorado Co. Government Center north of US50. 

Alternate Site Analysis: 

Two alternate sites were analyzed that had potential to maintain the coverage 
objectives of the existing facility.  Coverage analyzed below.  All other parcels were 
either high-density residential or could not meet the existing coverage objective.   
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Alternate Site A  
El Dorado County Jail 
300 Forni Rd, 
Placerville Ca 

Coverage: 
Based on the relative elevation and installing a 90’ tower, coverage would be degraded in 
this location.  Ground elevation is approximately 100’ lower than the existing site and 
carriers would lose coverage to residents to the east and southeast, as well as loss of 
coverage to eastbound US50.  In order to maintain existing coverage objectives in this 
location, a 190’ tower would have to be installed. 
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Alternate Site B 
El Dorado County Government Center 
Fair Ln. 
Placerville CA 

Coverage: 
Based on the relative elevation and installing a 90’ tower, carriers would lose coverage in 
this location.  Coverage to residents south of US50 would be severely degraded as well as 
eastbound US50.  To Maintain similar coverage in this location would require a tower 
that is approximately 250’ tall due the ground elevation being approximately 140’ lower 
than the existing location. 
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ADDENDUM TO INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION S96-

0004/Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget to analyze proposed changes per CUP-R21-0008/Crown 

Castle Cell Tower Co-location 

 

This document provides an addendum to the May 9, 1996 approved Negative Declaration (ND) 
for the Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget (S96-0004). This addendum has been prepared to analyze 
the changes as proposed under the current Conditional Use Permit Revision CUP-R21-0008. The 
changes -which have not been analyzed under a prior CEQA review- include the increase in 
height from 60-feet to 90-feet-tall and an additional 180-square-feet of lease area. This 
addendum evaluates whether modifications to the project would result in any new or 
substantially more adverse significant effects or require any new mitigation measures not 
identified in the prior CEQA documents approved for this site. Aside from the added height and 
lease area increase, there are no other modifications to the Project as previously approved. In 
accordance with the prior approval, all other aspects of the analyses and the conclusions in the 
prior approved CEQA document remains valid for the current project. The proposed height and 
lease area increases would not cause new significant effects not identified in the prior CEQA 
documents, nor increase the level of environmental effects to substantial or significant. No new 
mitigation measures would be necessary to reduce significant effects. In addition, no new 
information has become available that shows that the Project would cause new or substantially 
more severe significant environmental effects which have not already been analyzed. Therefore, 
this addendum provides a sufficient review of the current proposal per CEQA Section 15162 
(Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Negative Declarations) and no further 
environmental review is required. 

BACKGROUND 

The project site –identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 325-290-006- has two prior 
project approvals, one of which includes an adopted CEQA document. The first approval, 
Special Use Permit S96-0004 for the Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget, approved the construction 
and operation of the following, “one 62’6” monopole located within a 400-square-foot lease area 
including ground mounted equipment. The monopole allows a total of four (4) antennas to be 
located on three (3) antennae array mounts at a height of 60’0”. A six-foot tall wooden fence 
shall be located around the lease area to screen the ground equipment from view. One 24-inch 
microwave dish may be located at 44-feet on the monopole.” The Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget 
CEQA review resulted in a ND determination. The second approval, Special Use Permit 
Revision S96-0004-R for the T-Mobile Telecommunication Monopole-Gold Nugget Way, 
amended the original approval to allow the following, “the replacement of the three (3) existing 
antennae array mounts with three (3) new mounts. An additional BTS equipment cabinet shall be 
located within the existing 400-square-foot lease area.” The S96-0004-R CEQA review resulted 
in a Categorical Exemption determination. The current Conditional Use Permit Revision CUP-
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R21-0008 for a Crown Castle Cell Tower Co-location is considered equal in scope, but contains 
minor modifications to both of these prior approved projects.  

CEQA FRAMEWORK FOR ADDENDUM 

For a proposed modified project, State CEQA Guidelines (Sections 15162 and 15164) provide 
that an addendum to an adopted ND or MND may be prepared if only minor technical changes or 
additions are necessary or none of the following conditions calling for the preparation of a 
subsequent ND or MND have occurred: 

1. Substantial changes in the project which require major revisions to the MND due 
to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; 

2. Substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which the project is 
undertaken which require major revisions to the MND due to the involvement of 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; or 

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time of MND 
adoption, shows any of the following 

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 
MND. 

b. The project will result in impacts substantially more severe than those 
disclosed in the MND. 

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 
would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the project, but the project proponent declines to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative, or 

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from 
those analyzed in the MND would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment, but the project proponent declines 
to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

CEQA DISCUSSION 

This addendum can be very narrowly focused in its discussion as the only modification to the 
Project is the increase in total height from 60-feet to 90-feet and a lease area increase of 180-
square-feet. 

The current proposed Crown Castle Cell Tower Co-location (CUP-R21-0008) project will 
include minor modifications to the existing telecommunications facility. The telecommunications 
facility use has been analyzed in the S96-0004 CEQA Initial Study which covers this site. The 
May 9, 1996 approved Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget facility allowed the construction and 
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operation of a 60-foot-tall monopole to host four antennas and associated ground equipment 
within a 400-square-foot lease area. A subsequent special use permit revision (S96-0004-R) for 
the T-Mobile Telecommunication Monopole-Gold Nugget Way amended the previously 
approved Pacific Bell PCS-Gold Nugget project. This revision allowed the removal and 
replacement of three antenna mounts and the addition of one BTS cabinet within the prior 
approved lease area. The current proposal for the removal of one 60-foot-tall monopole to be 
replaced with one 90-foot-tall monopole to include the following, “all existing antennas will be 
mounted at the same height of 60-feet as well as 12 new antennas mounted at 87-feet. All 
existing ground mounted equipment will remain in the same configuration. A new 180-square-
foot lease area for Verizon Wireless ground mounted equipment including one battery cabinet, 
one power/miscellaneous cabinet, and one 300-gallon diesel fuel backup generator to be 
concealed by a six-foot-tall chain link fence with privacy slats.” Although the current proposal 
seeks a 45-percent lease area increase, projects which result in similar increases are generally 
captured under a Class Three CEQA Categorical Exemption which exempts projects including 
up to four commercial buildings not exceeding a total area of 10,000-square-feet. As such, it 
follows that this lease area increase would result in a less than significant impact per CEQA as 
applied. The current Crown Castle Cell Tower Co-location proposal would include aesthetic 
impacts due to the proposed increase in height from 60-feet to 90-feet-tall. The current monopole 
is primarily concealed within the surrounding tree canopy. However, mounting the new antennas 
at 87-feet will result in clearly visible antennas as the surrounding tree canopy does not reach the 
same height. The resulting visual impacts could be mitigated per standard cell tower project 
conditions of approval requiring broad leaf concealment efforts. As the inclusion of standard 
conditions is applied regardless of CEQA determinations, the inclusion of broad leaf 
concealment efforts does not require a new CEQA determination. The project as proposed does 
not contain broad leaf concealment efforts as a condition of approval as the project proponent is 
opposed to the inclusion of these efforts by staff. However, the project proponent is open to 
discussing these efforts with the Planning Commissioners, given proper findings are included to 
the project as presented. The project as presented can be found to have a significant impact to 
aesthetics. 

CONCLUSION 

This addendum has been prepared in accordance with CEQA Sections 15162 and 15164 to 
analyze technical changes associated with the current Crown Castle Cell Tower Co-location 
proposal. The current proposal includes the removal and replacement of a 60-foot-tall monopole 
with a 90-foot-tall monopole to include 12 new antennas and an additional 180-square-foot lease 
area to include two equipment cabinets and a standby generator. These minor technical additions 
have not been analyzed in a prior CEQA document prepared for this site.  

Although the current proposal would result in potentially significant aesthetic impacts, broad leaf 
concealment efforts could be included into the project as a standard condition of approval. The 
project proponent is not agreeable to the inclusion of a concealment condition by staff. However, 

CUP-R21-0008 Exhibit M: CEQA Addendum 

21-1777 B 39 of 40



the proponent is open to discussing these concealment efforts with the Planning Commission, 
given proper findings have been included into the project. This Crown Castle Cell Tower Co-
location has been sited on a site with a currently existing cell tower facility to reduce overall 
impacts to the surrounding residential neighborhood, by increasing the density of antennas 
within one site. Therefore, this Crown Castel Cell Tower Co-location proposal has been designed 
and can be further conditioned to result in a de minimis impact consistent with the 
telecommunications facility use as analyzed within the prior CEQA Negative Declaration 
prepared for this site.  
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