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Chief Administrative Office recommending the Board approve and authorize the Chair to sign a
Proclamation in recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the International City/County Management
Association.

Fiscal Impact/Change to Net County Cost

There is no fiscal impact associated with this action.

Reason for Recommendation

The International City/County Management Association (ICMA) is the premier local government
leadership and management organization. Its mission is to create excellence in local governance by
developing and advocating professional management of local government worldwide. ICMA provides
member support; publications, data, and information; peer and results-oriented assistance; and
training and professional development to more than 8,200 city, town, and county experts and other
individuals throughout the world.

ICMA was founded in 1914 as the City Managers’ Association, a professional organization for
appointed city managers and administrators. Its purpose was to bring reform and accountability to
local governments and to be an advocate for professional management in local government. In 1924,
ICMA members expressed their commitment to high standards of conduct by adopting a code of
ethics.

ICMA’s origins lie in the development of the council-manager form of local government, which
combines the strong professional experience of an appointed local government manager or
administrator with the strong political leadership of elected officials in the form of a council, board of
supervisors, or other governing body.

The organization changed its name in 1989 to the International City/County Management Association
(ICMA) to reflect the diversity of its expanding membership. In 2005, as part of its brand revitalization,
the organization agreed to go by its four-character abbreviation, ICMA.

Today ICMA represents 8,000 local government executives and urban experts worldwide. Its
members include appointed managers/administrators and assistant managers/administrators serving
cities, towns, and counties; directors of state associations of local governments and other local
government employees; students and instructors; and other individuals who share the goal of
improving local government.

These members have a deep sense of responsibility to the community and to furthering the ICMA
mission to create excellence in local governance by developing and fostering local government
management worldwide.

In addition to its headquarters in Washington, D.C., ICMA has established ICMA México-
Latinoamérica in Guadalajara and the ICMA China Center in Beijing in partnership with the China
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University of Political Science and Law and maintains a long-term presence in South Asia through its
relationship with the Urban Management Centre in Ahmedabad, India. The organization also
maintains donor-funded field offices for specific projects around the world.

The organization is on its way to becoming the leading authority on leadership and management in
the public sector with its publishing and professional development services ICMA Press and ICMA
University. It offers technical assistance and other services to local governments worldwide through
ICMA International and ICMA Results Networks.

Clerk of the Board Follow Up Actions
Return a signed proclamation to the Chief Administrative Office.

Contact

Terri Daly x5567

Kim Kerr x5567
Creighton Avila x5567
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